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Three Children Burned.

Pratt, Kan., Dec. 28.—While Mrs.
Henry Blanton was across the street
talking to a neighbor yesterday, she
looked at her home to see it a mass
of fire with her three children inside
burning to death., It was impossible
to save the children affer the flames
Were discovered.

Steamer Abandoned.
Hamburg, Dec. 27.—The German
freight steamer Capua with her crew
of twenty-three, has been given up for
lost. The vessel belonged to the Slo-
man Line and sailed from this port
for Genoa on December 1. She was
last sighted two days later. The Cap-
ua was built at Glasgow in 1889 and
registered 1,282 tons net.
Two Killed.

Cobalt, Ont.,, Dec. 28.—A most dis-
tressing accident occurred yesterday
morning at the plant of the Cobalt Hy-
draulic Power Company on the Mon-
treal River, two men:engaged on the
works, falling to the bottom of the
shaft, a distance of three hundred feet
and being fiustantly killed. Thomas
Henderson, of Cobalt, was one of the
men killed, while the other man’s
aame has not been learned as yet.

Navy Applicants.

Sydney, Australia, Dec. 28.—Defence
Minister Cook, comemnting on Can-
ada’s naval action, said the whole pos-
ition here was being patiently and
thoroughly worked out. He was con-
sidering the advisability of asking for
the privilege of having their perman-
ent men for the new un{t trained on
vessels of the present sqiadron, There
was no dearth of applications for pos-
itions in the Australian navy,

Real Estate Deal.

Montreal, Dec. 28.—The New York
Life bullding, on Place d'Arms Square,
one of the largest down-town office
buildings has changed hands and al-
though the names of the syndicate
making the purchase have not been
disclosed it s stated on good author-
ity that the transfér is in the inter-
ests of the Quebec Bank. That insti-
tution now occupies a portion of the
ground floor for its Montreal branch.
The purchase price is said to be $360,-
000, /

Attempt At Robbing.

Woltville, Dec. 28.—~On Saturday
night or early Sunday morning a dar-
ing a nt was made to rob the D.
A. R. m here.: The burglars sue-
ceeded in blowing off the outer door
of the safe, but the inner door remain-
ed intact, and as the noise of the ex-
plosion had alarmed many people, the
robbers: were compelled to make off
without securing amy booty. They
were evidently experienced cracks-
men. The safe is understood to have
contained a considerable sum of mon-
ey.

- A Cook Clue.

London, Ont., Dee. 28.—A traveller
who arrived in this city yesterday en
route to Detroit and whose hand grip
was marked F. A, Cook, M. D., excited
a good deal of curiosity at the Grand
‘Trunk station. as he was believed to
be no other than Dr. Cook of
North Pole noteriety. The man came
here on the Torontp train. He disem-

LOCAL

Promotions.

Mr. R. P. Pearce, for the past ten
years manager here of the London
Life Insurance Company has been pro-
moted to the head office of the com-
pany at London, Ontario. The new
appointment dates from January 1st.
Mr. Pearce will be succeeded as man-
ager in this territory by Mr. W. B.
Scarclifte, who has been his assistant.

In The Police Court.

In the police court yesterday Fred-
erick Watson, reported by I, C. R,
Police Officet Smith for violating the

News of a Da

barked, bought a magazine and then
boarded a train for Detroit. It is
claimed he could be readily recognized
a8 the explorer from newspaper pic-
tures though minus his moustache.

Five Deaths.

Moncton, N. B., Dec. 28 —~There were
five deaths in the ranks of the I. C. R.
Employes Relief and Insurance Asso-
ciation during the month ending De-
cember 26th, acocrding to the report
of Secretary W. C. Paver., These were
Thos. Reld, Truro; George C. Ayles,
and George R. Wood, Moncton; Mi-
chael O’Brien, Newcastle, $260 each,
and John R. Murphy, Riven du Loup,
$500. Wm. Burans, of New Glasgow,
recived a total disability claim of $250.
Fees and levies for the month are
Class A, $2; class B, $1.20; class C,
eighty cents.

Redden-Lawrence.

Windsor, N. 8., Dec. 28—A pretty
wedding was solemnized at the home
of Captain and Mrs, Charles Lawrence
of Hantsport, this afternoon, by Rev.
Mr. Jenkins, pastor of the Baptist
church, when their second daughter,
Joy, was married to Mr. Jack Red-
den, only son of Mr, Arthur W. Red-
den of Halifax. Both bride and groom
were unattended and only immediate
relatives were present, The bride, a
pretty and popular young lady, looked
charming in a tailored costume of
wisteria broadcloth, with black pan
velvet trimmed with ostrich plumes,
Mr. and Mrs. Redden left on the af.
ternoon train for Halifax. They leave
for New York this evening on a two
weeks trip.

Mrs. Dickinson Dead.

Woodstock, “N. B., Dee. . 28.~The
death took place at 9.30 this morning
after a long iliness of Isobel Renwick,
wife of Mr. Wm. Dickinson, manager
of the Royal Bank here, She was in
her 40th year and was a native of
Richibucto. She came to Woodstock
with her husband about five years
ago and during that period by her
genial and kindly nature made many
friends, who will grieve over her
death, She is survived by her father,
Mr. William Smith, of Rexton, a hus-
band and one son, Thomas, a sister,
Mrs. Holding and a-half sister, Mar-
garet Smith. She was a member of
St. Luke’s Episcopal church. The
funeral will take place on Thursday
afternoon. Mr. Dickinson has general
sympathy in his loss.

Sudden Deaths,

Perth Junction, N, B, Dec. 28.~A
sad and unusual event oceurred at
Carlingford, about five. miles from here
yesterday, when both Mr. and Mrs,
Richard Everett died suddenly only
fifteen minutes elapsing between their
deaths. Both were in the usual good
health and Mr. Hverett’s death came
as a shock to the family, Mrs. Ever-
ett, who was 00 years of age, was not
told of the death but barely fifteen
minutes later she too dropped dead.
The old couple had been married over
60 years. Mr. Everett was nearly 80.
A sad feature of the case is that only
three weeks ago the oldest son died
leaving five motherless children to
find a home with their grandparents,
Two unmarried sisters remain at home
to mourn their triple loss,

R. depot, on the 23rd inst., pleaded
guilty and was fined $2.
Two Slight Fires.

A fire in Carleton Masonic Hall was
discovered beneath the flooring at
noon yesterday and the West Side De-
partment was called out. A stream
of water soon extinguished the blaze
which had burnt through one of the
Joists, ' An alarmi was dlso rung in
about the same time for a slight fire
in the house occuplea by Mr. A. 8.
Hartt, 26 Coburg street. It was caus-

rules governing coachmen at the I. C.

ed by some clothes in front of a stove
extinguished,

BARKERWOUSE

; = bles the Globe from Manchester as

Sain n N B AT e eaaiar - MiAS  AMAIS LU The Doltlical e officially
RAYMOND & BOHERTY. ::f that eg:d 'th‘ev“ea:'llz; w;:t:‘::t envl;r ended today, when, in front of a store
X n;o ary [he had learned the use of weapons|ONtalning a. tariff reform display of

PRIV to defend his title to the cave; when :i":"-;lf‘:!';rg‘ilzr(:ad :0 :mds?ldhm Brit-

e .. he skulked in terror through the|®in, ‘tionists started to hammer

Vict Hotel primeval forest and slept ultglng‘ el-| the new gospel into the unbelieving
Ylind 2/ Shrodt bows on his knuckled knees and long,|free trader. The police put a stop

sTOl N. & clawlike hands clapsed over his head to]the argult;lent. THE iﬂ("‘lt‘lllt“';ls

as a protection from wind and rain,|Cnly one evidence of the vigor of the

Flectric passen, vator and al. modern |, begun to have'a faint conception|teriff reform propaganda all over the
hnpmvamen of number. He had no yse for nor|cotlon manufacturing region, where it
D. W. McCormick . ¥ Proprieto ption of any ber but the con-|is tndoubtedly making some head-
- - crete. In his really strenuous life| way, The Morning Post today uban

': Ii “e ; “ot numbers were a superfluity till he|dons the theory that tariff reform
elx g 3 had something to number and to count|is intended to be pleasing to over-

1 EDMUNSEON, according to the St. Louls Globe-|sea dominions. It says it is stmply
Sample Roon i Stable, Good| pemocrat. folly to suggest that the United King-
Comfortable nd Good Table.| He perhaps, first counted the toes|dom should make any sacrifice 1o or-
Free all trains. on his splay feet or the fingers on his{der to buy the support of the. othes

mis-shapen hands, but what wete the
concrefe things that the seven stood
for that he should regard it with an
awe that but little diminiskied has
come down to us?

In his immature mind this number
was associated with materlal things,
his whole being stirred with awe in
contemplating them; but what were
they?

Superstition and Science Meet.

Nebulous superstition and solid
sclence meet and mingle in the magic
seven. The seven visible ages of
earth’s creation may be tinged with
preconcejved ideas from the account
in - Genesis, the geven ages of man
may be an arbitrary division deferring
to superstition; but the fact that na-
tions and races that have never heard
of or reject the Mosaic account regu-
late their daily lives in weekly cycles
of seven days shows that this num-
ber has a universal and unique im-
portance in the life of man.
With a ery the babe proclaims its
advent, but not until seven times
seven days can it shed tears, nor does
the smile of intelligence appear until
seven weeks have passed. - One half
the births die before they reach the
age of seven, and the Good Book
fixes the span of life at tén times
seven years.
Even the atavistic influences in the
human family run in cycles of seven.
One in seven of the births has eyes
of a color different from the parental,
and bears the optical hue of & remote
ancestor.
Religious creed cannot overcome the
influence of the magic number. In
both Protestant England and Catholic
France seven per cent of the births
are illegitimate.
In the artificial epochs that the nec-
essities of soclety have established in
the life of man the number seven
holds a conspicuous place. Infants
are held to be incapable of a know-
ledge of “good and evil” or a contri-
buting to their own support until sey-
en years of age, and the male does not
come into the full dignity and respon-
sibility of manhood till three times
seven.
A citizen cannot become President
until he is five times seven years of
age; in most States seven years open
adverse and peaceable possession
gives a title to real estate; a “home-
steader” is allowed seven years to
“prove up” and twice seven months
to commute a cash entry.

Morals and Affections,
The morals and affections of the
human body seem dominated by the
insidious, insistent seven. A tendency
to crime is greatest at four times
seven, when the greatest stature is
reached, then declines until it ceases
at nine times seven. In the fact of
the strongest circumstantial evidence
the accused was acquitted in a French
court for the reason that his life had
been blameless until that age. It was
held that a man would not fall after
nine times seven years of exemplary
life.
The average physical strength ‘of
woman is seven-elevenths that of man
and her tendency to crimes by vio-
lence, compared to that of man, is in
the same ratio. When driven to the
awful extremity of self-destruction
one-seventh as many women as men
commit suicide by violent means. Wo-
men'’s cltances in the matrimonial lot-
tery are greatest at three times seven
years, then decrease until seven times
seven, when they practically cease.
The great American lakes are sub-
ject to a tital ebb and flow at inter-
vals of seven years, the cause of which
has so far defied solution, but the
vears of highest and lowest water
are seasons .of greatest rainfall in
the “lake region.”
In the practical sciences Seven
holds a commanding position. When
a land surveyor wishes to retrace a
line of which the variation is lost or
unknown he has recourse to “the
rule of seven.”
For one-fourth mile, tWice the num-
ber of links, in error, minus one-
seventh, is the correction. For one-
half mile, the number of links in er-
ror minus one-seventh, i§ the correc-
tion, and for a mile half the number
minus one-seventh, is the correction.
The number of tons of rails required
to lay a mile of track is found by mul-
tiplying the weight per yard by eleven
and divided by seven and where there
is a double “turnout” from_ the main
track the number of the middle “frog”
is seventenths that of the middle two.
Lumbermen Use Seven.

When a sawyer wishes to know the
size of the largest square timber that
he can cut from a log he multiplies the
diameter by seven and points off one
figure; when he wishes to find the
smallest log from which to cut a giv-
en size square plece without loss he
divides the side of the plece by seven
to get the diameter; the side.of a
square is seven:tenths its diagenal,
and the circumference of a circle is
for all practical purposes three and
one-seventh times the diameter.
But while the “magic number” lends
its aid readily to the solution of pro-
blems constantly arising in daily life,
it “repels famillarity in the form of
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figure puszles. It is easy to ascertain
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Christmas Lull Over and Po-

Field—-The. Results as Fore-
shadowed by Unionist Organ
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e

Toronto, Dee. 28.—Stewart Lyon eca-

members of the Empire,
Unionists Positions.
The Standard gives the positions of
Urlonists candidates as follows: —All
constituencies in  England, Seotlana
and Wales are now provided with
Unfonfst candidates with the excep-
tion of the following:~—Durham (Mid.)
Curham (Houghton), Le-Sprivgs,
Leicestershire, Bosworth, Cardigan-
shire, Kirkcaldy. It is to be feared
that among the Unionists of Cardigan-
shire no candidate will be forthcom-
ing, much to the disgust of all enthu-
siastic Unionists, who are strongly
of the opinion that the seat ought to
be sought. No radical candidates
down to last night had been adopted
for the following named constituen-
cies:—City of London (2 seats), Hol-

born, Kensington (South), St.
George’s, Hanover Square, Birming-
ham (West), Wigan, Bury, $t. Ed-

munds, Durham City, Grantham, Sus-
sex (Horseham), Staffordshire (Hands-
worthy), Oxford University, Cam-
bridge University, Glasgow and St.
Andrew's  Universities,
There are eight constituencies in
which three cornered contests are
likely to endanger what - otherwise
would be safe Unionists seats. The
constituencies are:—Deptford, Mary-
lebone (East), Bristol (North), Can-
terbury, Lincoln, Reading, Oxford Un-
iversity (2 seats), Holderness (York).
In Southampton a two members con-
stituency, there are three Unionist
candidates and only one Radical. De-
spite the exertions of the Liberal par-
ty chiefs to avert three cornered con-
tests by the adoption of both Liberal
and Labor candidates, they have been
successful in more than a dozen ca-
ses. Such a division of forces is
threatened in seventy-six constituen-
cles, six in London, fifty-two in the
provinces, three in Wales and fifteen
in Scotland.

London Safe.
In a modest article the Morning
Post expresses the view that London
and the home counties are safe. It
estimates that the following will be
the result of the elections: Unionists,
278; Liberals, 260; Nationalists, 83:
Labor, 49. The Morning Post editorial-
ly thinks the raising of the constitu-
tional issues has been a faflure and
urges the Unionists to bring tariff
reform to the front vigorously on ev-
ery occasion. The victory, it says, will
be assured.
The News thinks the Liberal pros-
pects in London are much brighter
than they were a month back.
The Liberal has withdrawn his can-
dature in East Manchester and the
soclalist has dropped out from South
Bristol, thus leaving straight party
fights in these political constituencies.
The editor of the Manchester Guar-
dian refuses to accept an unnamed
Canadian minister's repudiation of his
alleged attack on Lansdowne and the
Unionist policy, and says its article
is a perfectly correct statement of
the views held and expressed by the
Canadian minister. The Morning Post
says nothing could be more fatal to
the harmony of the Empire than the
growth of a habit of interference in
gach other’s affairs. It refuses to ac-|
cept the assurances of the Guardian
that the interview is genuine, and
quotes Laurier's former utterances in
favor of preference. It says that if a
Canadian minister had expressed any
opinions at the same time on the
merits of the policies of the two Eng-
lish parties, Laurier would, of course,
insist on his immediate resignation.
Contestants in each party still show
a reluctance to end the Christmas
truce. Balfour is almost convalescent
and able to be about again, but will
exercise great care in not contracting
a fresh cold in view of his New Year's
campaign which includes Hanley, Jan.
uary 4; Ipswich, Jantary 6; Aberdeen,
January 10; York, January 12; Brad-
ford, January 15; Trowbridge, Janu-
ary, 18.
Lansdowne winds up the campaign
of the peers at Liverpool on January
5, Salisbury, January 7.
Surveying the fleld as a whole, 9100
speakers will be at work continually
during the next twenty days, the total
number of speeches being 374,000, and
the words spoken 1,756,000,000. The
seven million voters will receive at
least 16,000,000 election addresses and
16,000,000 personal calls.

by inspection if a number is divisible
by any of the other dignits, but se-
ven refuses to come under any rule.
The only way to find if a number is
divisible by seven is to try it.

Back to the man whose fitful slum-
ber was filled with dreams of the
magic number we look in vain for a
solution. It is the most potent of the
numbers in Holy Writ. The Savious
regarded seven with awe, and the Ap-
icalypse was written for the benefit
of ‘the Beven Churches of Asia.” Joy
and grief, pain and pleasure were
measured by seven,

The seventh heaven was the acme
of celestial pleasure; the limit of
earthly disaster was when: “Seven wo-
men shall take hold of one man, say-

fitical Combatants Return to
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Mr. W.ake,' Explorer’s Friend,

Moustache.

—

ASSUMED NAME
OF FREDERICK HUNTER

That Dr. Frederick A. Cook, Arctie
explorer, regarding whose strange
disappearance there has been such
mystery, fearing a plot to take his
life, shaved his moustache and in dis-
guise left for Europe under the assum-
ed name of Frederick Hunter was the
gist of a statement issued by Mr.
Charles Wake, of No. 16 East Sixtieth
street, last night. Mr. Wake, who for
many years was Dr. Cook’'s most in-
timate friend, makes no effort to de-
fend the explorer.

- When Mr. Wake last heard from Dr.
Cook ' the' explorer was stopping .at
the Central Hotel in Lisbon, Portugal,
and in a cable message, dated Decem-

‘| ber 10 and signed “Frederick Hunter,”

the explorer asked for the address of
Mrs. Cook, who, it had been planned,
was 10 have accompanied Dr. Cook to
Europe with the original polar data.
Thé éable message read:—

“Where can 1 reach Marie?
she my original records?"

Mrs. Cook was then nearing Eu-
rope on an Atlantic liner with the po-
lar records in her possession, and Mr.
Wake said that he communicated this
fact to Dr. Cook by cable.

Sent Him Cable Message.

Later, he said, he sent a cable mes-
sage to Dr. Cook informing him where
he would find Mrs. Cook. Since then
Mr. Wake has received no word from
Dr. Cook, and so far as he knows the
explorer and his wife have not met on
the other side,

After describing a conspirgey which
he said Dr. Cook believed really ex
isted Mr. Wake tells how the Cooks
urged him to come to the Gramatin
Inn, Bronxville, and occupy a room ad-
joining their apartments, He said
that to satisfy Dr, Cook he allowed
the door connecting the two apart-
ments to remain open during the night,
Several letters were received by Dr.
Cook, Mr. Wake said, telling of the
alleged plot to destroy his data, even
if it was necessary to kill Dr., Cook to
gain possession of the documents. Mr,
Vake said it was not until he had re-
celved letters of a similar nature that
he put any faith in the conspiracy
story.

Evidences of the plof, as pointed
out by Mr. Wake, were the warning
letters, the fact that Dr. Cook was
constantly followed by spies, or de-
tectives, and that there was a tele-
phone “leak,” which made it impos-
sible for either Dr. Cook or himselt
to communicate over the telephona
without other persons hearing their
conversations.

Plans Upset by Dr. Cook.

After detailing the plan arranged
for Mr. Walter Lonsdale, Dr. Cook's
Secretary, to convey only a typewrit-
ten copy of the polar records to Cop-
enhagen, while the genuine data was
to be taken to Europe by Dr. Cook
and his wife, who were to meet Mr.
Lonsdale at Stettin, Germany, Mr.
Wake tells how plans were upset be-
cause of Dr. Cook's sudden impulse
to flee from the men he believed were
shadowing him.

“At the Grand Central Dr. Cook and
Mr. Lonsdale found the usual array
of men waiting to shadow them,” Mr.
Wake said in explaining the manner
of the explorer's flight from New
York. “They hurried through the
crowd and saw a southbound Madison
avenue car just getting under way.
Dr. Cook suddenly exclaimed: Here
is a chahce to get away from them
and I am going to take it. Come along,
They caught the car just as it was
éntering the Park avenue tunnel and
were certain that the men had been
left behind.

“They left the car at Thirty-third
street and entered the subway. They
left the train at Bleecker street, slip-
ping out just before the last door was
closed to again make sure that they
were not being shadowed. From
there they went to the depot by a
circultous route, and Dr. Cook took
a train for Philadelphid. On the way
to Jersey City he had his mustache
shaved off and exchanged his derby
hat for a soft felt hat.”

MINISTER INTERPRETS
FRENCH FOREIGN POLICY

Paris, Dec. 28.—Replying in the
Chamber of Deputies to.M. De Pres-
sens, who urged a more active foreign
policy, M. Pichon, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, declared that the situation in
KEurope, thanks to the policy of enten-
tes, was better than for years past.
He sald that France was forced to
face stern realities, not ideas. Her
object was, while strengthening her
defences, to preserve peace by all
means in her power. M. Pichon re-
viewed the international crisis of the
past five years, the Dogger Bank af-
fair, the Persian and Turkish revolu-
tions, the situation in Crete, and oth-
er important matters which gave rise
to anxiety, and pointed out that the
recent agreement with Germany with
reference to Morocco had removed a
great source of concern, both in
France and the whole of Burope. He
referred especially to the solution of
the Balkan difficulty as a “triumph of
ententes.” “Our policy in these af-
fairs,” said the minister, “was consis-
tent and logical. It aimed at substi-
tuting an honorable treatment for
butchery action, and the result has
raised the applause of Rurope.” He
declared that the republic, while safe-
guarding the general interests of the
country, never lost sight of the cause
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WOODSTOGK LODGE
ISTALS OFIGERS

Woodstock, N. B, Dec. 28.—The fol.
lowing officers of Woodstock Lodge
No. 11, A, F. and A. M., were installed
by Donald Munro, P. D. G. M., assist-
ed by W. Bro. John McLauchlan act-
ing as director of ceremonies, on the
evening of Saint Jloumn's Day. After
the ceremonies of iustallation ih=
members partook of refreshmeuts at
the Royal Cafe

Brother Charles A,

Peabody, Wor-
thy Master; Broiier Rayowond

M Ga-

bel, Senior Warden; Brother Albert
G. Fields, Junios .arden: Diother
Hubert A. 8esly. F. M., Chap'a'n; Pro-
ther Williamson ¥isher, Troasurer;
Brother Doiall Munro, P. A! E£e

cretar?® Brah - B Kenua‘h Connell.
Senior Deasoa: Urother Wallace Gib
son, Junior D2iy1; Brother Wilkam
8. Skillen, Sanior Siewvard: Bioher
Dr. Morton G. McLean P.M.. Tnrector
of Ceremonias; 3rother Georze A, X,
Howard, Jrza 3 Brothor Thomas R.
r1; Brother Emerson

N. P. Grant, Junior Steward.

CalgnK‘Fo;'Cunnmg ht.
Calgary, sc. 28.—~The Canadian

Club is sending a petition to the Home
Government asking that the Duke of
Connaught be appointed the next Gov-

Of humanity,

ernor General of Canada.
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SYSTEMJIUHKS WELL

Montreal, Dec. 28, —The C.P.R. tela.
phone system for the despatch of
trains between Winnipeg and Bran-

don is pPronounced by the officials to

be an unqualified success. The de-
spatcher’s telephone sounds a big
80ng, not an ordinary bell, and so

there is no chance of a message es.
caping notice. By this means time
is saved.

In case of accidents, anyone can get
into the nearest depot and telephone
the despatcher's office in Winnipeg.
In this way urgmii communications
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