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cases must, however, be rather exceptional, ami mendallune of iu committee on the Reviiion of the 
when one’s lot has been definitely cast in a particu- Creed. At these recommendations involved important 
lar community,-'it would seem to be a plain duty to modifications the unanimity of the Committee in advising 
enter into the fullest fellowship with'the church them and of the Assemblv in thetr acceptance is remark- 
life there Too frequently, however, it would seem, abIe" Tbe changes adopted, although Important, are not 
merely sentimental or even less worthy motives are °' * "d,cïl character. They consist partly In amend-
,, - .. ....... . n,- ....... , f .1. mente to articles of the Confession and thç Declaratoryallowed to prevail to preven the severing^ the tie st.leme„u ^ „ .. Brjef s or ,hor

of membership w.th the old church home. One creeJ illtended embo*y a brtef<r fom
cannot but respect and sympathise with the affec- the flith of th, ch„rch „ „pteroed „ to avoid MrUln 
tion for the old home, but that affection should not extreme statements in reference to the doctrine of elec- 
be permitted to keep one from identifying himself in tion and certain other pointe of belief and ao as to be ae 
the fullest and mast unreserved way with the church far as possible generally acceptable to Presbyterians of 
where his lot is cast, nor can it justify one in set- the present generation. The amendments to the Confes- 
ting an example which obviously cannot be com- e*on en<* the Declaratory Statements will have to be sent 
mended to others. down to the Presbyteries for approval, but the " Brief

Statement" does not require to be submitted, but stands 
as adopted by the vote of the Assembly.
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How is this non-residertt church-membership evil 
to be dealt with ? The problem is not an easy one. 
Shall our churches be advised to excise from their 
books the names of those who have removed and 
who heve^not after a reasonable time ol say three 
months pr six months failed to indicate their inten- 

' tion to unite with another chnrch. 9 This would be a

—Two subscribers to the Mrssbnc.rr and Visitor
have sent us their remittances for the year, but have for
gotten to send their names, so that it is impossible for us 
to know to whom the money should be credited. In 
each case the remittance was by postal note purchased in 
Charlottetown, the amount being in each case $1 50. 

radical and rather severe remedy. If generally ap One note bore date of Feb. 7lh, and the envelope bore « 
plied it would doubtless diminish the number of Charlottetown poetmark, the other wal dated May 9th, 
non-residents very effectually, but our churches and the postmark was that of Pownal, P. В. Ґ. We 
would hardly be persuaded to take so extreme hope that this may meet the eyes of those who sent the 
measures, and the results might on the 
whole be more undesirable than the evils which oSee In order that they may receive the proper credit on

we our books. Perhaps we ought affectionately to caution 
our friends against the indulgence of •bsentmindedness, 
for in some cases the trouble tends to assume a more ser-
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!
About Non-resident Members.

A glance at the statistical tables published in con
nection with the.minutes of the meetings of our As
sociations shows that a very considerable percentage 
of the total membership of our churches is reported 
as non resident. The statistics in this matter, as in 
most others, can only be considered approximately 
correct, and perhaps less nearly correct on this point 

• than on most others." What the number of non
residents i call у is cannot therefore be definitely de
termined. It is pretty certain, hQweWr, that it 
largely exceeds that indicated by the statistical 
statements, since the returns are incomplete. Cer
tainly not less than one quarter, and perhaps nearer 
оце-third, of the total membership reported is to be 
classed as non-resident. This means that from 12,- 

• 000 to 11 *,000 of the 50,82.1 members which the Year 
Book for 190j gives as indicating the strength of 
the denomination in thest? Provinces are not now in

ft remittances and that they will communicate with this

- we would . correct. Along other lines
may not indeed expect a complete removal 
of the trouble,1 but we may hope for abatement.
Much may be done by the*clerks of the churchès, by 
keeping a sharp watch in respect to removals and 
reporting them taAhe church, also by keeping in becomes chronic—as it tends to do—it is indeed a sad
touch with absentees through correspondence and affliction. We believe that absent minded ness in regard
thus keeping them within tly church’s knowledge to newspaper subscriptions, if tsketi in hand in iia early
and sympathy. An occasional report from the clerk stages will yield to treatment, but wheu it becomes
as to absentee members would be an interesting and thoroughly seated It would seem that nothing short of a

surgical operation conld effect a cure.

і

'

ions form, so that a subscriber will not only forget to 
send his name and address with his remittance, but will 
even forget to send the remittance. When this troubleh

valuable feature of a conference meeting. Pastors 
also may do very much, and we should not wish to 
believe that any are indifferent or unwilling to do 
what they can in this connection. It is a matter too 
in connection with which the deacons may do ex
cellent service. Whenever Baptist church-members 
move in from another community they should be 
assisted and welcomed. They should be made to 
feel that the church is a home for them and a sphere 
for Christian influence, and that itieir sympathy and

—Alluding to the great Suml*y School Co vention soon 
to be held In Denver, Col., 1'he Sunday School limes
•ays : "No poli:ical convention ever held exerts snch 
an influence upon the deepest life of this and other 
nations as the International Sunday School Convention. 
It la the central human power-house for the supreme 
agency of the church,—for the saving and the training 
of character. Few previous Conventions of the series 
have had more serious questions to face and to eolve than 
this Tenth Convention. Perhaps none since that of 187a, 

co-operation in all the life and work of the church when the International Lessons were Inangnrated has 
will be welcomed^md warmly appreciated, It should been a more critical and epoch-making Convention than
be considered that if one moves from his old, church this is likely to be The leaders and the delegates need

Insight, wisdom and divine guidance. For this may the

connection with the churches on whose books their 
names are found and further that they havê not 
transferred their memiiership to any other Baptist 
churches. This signifies a condition of things that 
demands improvement. The question of what can 
and should be done to effect such improvement has 
indeed engaged the attention more or less of eur As- 

- sedations, No doubt some useful efforts have been 
put forth, and yet the evil complained of continues 
and the -peiventage-of non-residents does not appear 
to Ik* .sensibly diminished.

Where are these hosts of non-resident members 
which our churches are reporting to the Associa
tions from yeai to year, and what are the§Kdotng ? 
Not n few-of them, we may be sure, have finished 
their earth 1 ^course, and have entered, let us trust, 
into the joy of their Lord, But the churches to 
which they belonged/having .received* no intelli
gence of their ileath, keep on reporting them as non
resident members. But a very large number,—the 
great majority doubtless—are still living, very many 
in the United States, others in the Northwester 
scattered through the different Provinces of the 
Dominion. There are a large number too—how 
many it is impossible to say—who are still within 
the bounds of one or another of our Associations, 
and accordingly in situations where they should be 
ifi full and active membership in some one or other 
of our ^lurches. A pastor once complained to us— 
"There are thirty-five Baptist non-resident members 
of other churches within our church bounds, who are 
practically no good to any church. That certainly 
indicated a lamentable condition of things—thirty- 
five persons who had trusted in Chrisl and had 
made a solemtrpublic profession of love arid loyalty 
to Him as their Saviour and Lord, and who^l^mKfvs

*.

home within the bounds of another and receives no
welcome, hut finds the church cold an.f nnsympa P™7erl ol 1,1 Sund">' S’*0011 *° “P bcl»«n n0" “d

the time of meeting."
f

thetic4 he will need to be a person of somewhat 
heroic faith and denominational loyalty in order to 
push bis way into the membership of such a church.
It will be an immense step toward the solution of 
this problem if each of our^churches will make its 
fellowship so warm and loving, and its welcome so 
hearty, that no Christian man or woman who comes fined, and also clothed with legal authority to hold and 
within the circle of }ts influence can fail to feel its administer the fonds necessary for the prosecution of its 
strong attraction. ’

Then, again, when a brother or sister or a family in order to an extenaion of the work, and it la believed 
moves away, let them not go irtinoticed. Let them 
carry with them the benediction of the church and 
its commendation to some other church whither they

—Among the queationa which will demand considera
tion at the Denver Convention may be mentioned that of 
Incorporation. In the judgment of some at least of the 
leaders In the work, the time hae arrived when the Con
vention should be an incorporated body, with the aphere 
of Ita operations and the dutiea of its officers clearly de

work. An Increased income ia also felt to be necessary

that men of large means would be more inclined to con
tribute generoualy to the work of-the'Convention if it 
were an incorporated body with its officers legally bound 
to a faithful administration of the fonda Intrusted toare going, with kindly admonition to seek, as soon 

as practicable, a new church home in their new place 
of residence. A few lines from the pastor to some

them. Then there ia the important question of the make
up of the Leeeon Committee, and the choice of a chair
man of ita executive, upon which not a little depends, 

brother pastor in the place where those removing are And moet important of all, perhaps, la the question ae to 
to make their home will be likely to insure them a the continuance of the present uniform leeeon system or 
prompt welcome. Some of our churches are, we the introdoction of a graded system. The Uniform sya- 
think, endeavoring, and with some,success to do the tem has obvious advantages in reapect to simplicity of 
things here suggested, while others, We fear, are 
making small effort in that direction. We would 
commend them to all as worthy of consideration.

management and in reaped to providing leeeon helps, 
but it certainly has disadvantages which are at least 
equally obvious and which are so serions that it would 
seem reasonable to expect that some modification of the 
present plan of having the same series of lessons for lit- 
tie children and persons of mature years will be attempt-

were still on Baptist cjnircli books, but yet so indif
ferent to the cause of Christ in the community in 
which they were residing, that they refused to con
nect themselves with tbeehurch there, and living in -The Mount Allison Institutions have completed an- 
such a way that the pastor(Jfelt moved to say of other prosperous year." The closing exercises In connec- 
them that they were no good to any church ! No tion with the several departments were held last week, 
doubt there are non-resident, members of a different Principal Borden of the Ladles* College, regards the paat 
kind from these. There are those who, while they year as having been perhaps the moat successful of the 
hold aloof from membership in the church where seventeen years during which he has been connected visitors in attendance this year from different parta of the

country is unusually large. St. John, Fredericton and
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Acadia Anniversary.
Anniversary week at Wolfvllle appears to beoome in

creasingly attractive to our people. The number of

they are living, yet show tl.eir interest in it by a wi,h thc ,ch°o1' ,ml' Bl1 thln*' =on.idered, one ol the 
regular attendance npon its services and by contrib- e«‘ ««.lector, In it. hi,to,,. Principal P.lmer ol the other p.rt. ol New Brnn.wtck ere well repented,
uting toward its support. One would not wish to * т Co^m? C«n«g« •leoreporUaeue.».. Tho~ .ho he,, com. find th.t WolfvtHe end IU eur-

.. ... ... ful year. The attendance at the school was the same as roundings have loet none of their attract l venees. Ilia
say that there are never eases in wh.cl, persons may ,„.t VMr. In thc Colltge [ourteen gr.dn.ted B. A.
be justifiable in retaining membership in the church ,nd the M. A. degree we. conferred npon two grednetee. 
with which they first united, vphile for a time

»
the seaeon of - blossoms and thc bloom of the orchards la
remarkably abundant. So far the wtather has been all 

—The General Assembly of the Presbyterian church of that could be desired and there has been nothing to
Jiving in another locality and taking an active in- the United States at ita recent meeting in New York City interfere with the comfort and pleasure of those who
terest in the church life and work there. Such accepted by a practically unanimous vote the recom- have come np to the annual celebration.

______  ,.___


