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the timber which they must have, be- ment of l>is splendid services as .director 
cause-nottpng has yet’Been Invented that of the Japanese Imperial eollegç, in 1873- 
can take its place- Stpel and Portland 75, on which occasion he organized the 
cement are taking the place of wood in Japanese navy, which has since grown 
many lines of construction, but on the to its present extraordinary strength and

power. His old school-mates in the An
cient Capital, and all Canadians, feel 
proud of Admiral Douglas, as one of 
their very own, who, in the many dis
tinguished and varied positions bis skill 
and bravery have won for him, has 
never once shown himself unworthy of 
the trust and confidence reposed in him 
by his King and country. Canadians in 
all walks will continue to watch his 
career with faith .and earnestness, con
fident that he will always be found equal 
to any emergency.

ALL EXPLOIT!
other hand the pulp mills are eating up 
the forests at a tremendous rate. Three 
hundred tons of paper are used daily by 
the newspapers of the Pacific slope,, and 
it is all made from wood. Notwithstand
ing all the changes in the character of 
structural material, the per capita con
sumption of wood and wood products is 
steadily increasing. Every commercial 
principle enforces the demand that steps 
shall he taken to prevent the wasteful 
cutting of timber and the destruction Of 
forests by fire, as well as for the inaugur
ation of a broad plau of reforestation.

In his letter summoning the forestry 
conference, Sir Wilfrid lays stress upon 
the necessity of forest preservation so as 
to secure a regular water supply. A 
country denuded of i*s trees is almost 
sure to become a desert. Northern Africa 
was the granary of Rome in the days 
when vast forests grew upon the hills, 
which now are merely great sand mounds. 
To its mountains and its forests, the 
former compelling the atmosphere to give 
up its moisture and the latter preventing 

< the rain from running into the sea in 
raging torrents, or from being evaporat
ed too quickly, America owes its vast 
capacity in growing food products.

The course taken by Sir, Wilfrid in this 
matter will meet with the hearty 
dorsement of the people of Canada, and 
may be fittingly described as an act of 
consummate statesmanship.

OBJECT OF CONCERT J. S. DENNIS EXPECTED
IN CITY NEXT WEEKGIVEN LAST NIGHT

Successful Programme Rendered By the 
Pupils of1 Prof. Wickens in the 

A. 0. U. W. Ball.

"C. P. R. Land Coc tn’ssiotitr Wy| 
’Receive Reports Concerning Van

couver Island Districts.

TAXES AND EXPENDITURE.
Tlie A. O. U. W. hall was crowded to the 

doors Tuesday rnglit, the occasion being the 
13th annual concert given by pupils of Pro
fessor E. G. Wickens. The event, :as. usual 
with concerte .given by this well known 
musician, was for a charitable purpose, the 
object to be attained this time bAng the 
raising of funds for a children's cot in the 
Jubilee hospital. This will be called, by 
request, the Wickens cot. As a result of 
the concert last evening \he purchase of 
the cot is assured.

The programme last evening was.one of 
the best that has been given in local musical 
circles for some lim,e. It opened with the 
overture “Crown Diamonds," in which were 
heard five pianos manipulated by’little in
strumentalists, sixteen violins, together 
with ’cellos, flutes, etc. The precision and 
ensemble throughout was remarkable for 
children and provoked tne 
plause. Miss Beryl Moss executed her violin 
solo in good style, her plzzi-stlcatto notes 
being very admirable. At the cpnolnsion of 
the selection the little artist was presented 
with a basket of flowers aud a gold brooch. 
Mrs. G. C. Mesher sang the song on the 
“Venice Waters" with considerable sweet- 
ne'Ss, and this was followed by a vocal duet, 
“O, That We Two Were raying," contri
buted by Mrs. Mesher and F. lWnddingten. 
This was well received, as also .the other 
vocal duet, “The Moon Has Raised,” by 
the same vocalists. Mr. Waldington scored 
a hit with his song “Longshoreman," his 
robust voice being heard to -.good -advantage 
in the number. Master Horaçé" Plimley 
rendered a violin solo with a grand fantasia 
from “11 Trovatore,” indicating that he 
possesses a musical genius which some day 
will make a name for him. He played this 
from, memory, as did all the other young 
instrumentalists of the evening. Perhaps 
the real gem of the programme was tne 
piano duet “Largo," from Beethoven First 
Symphony, with string accompaniment. The 
performers were : Miss Nancy Harrison and 
Miss Theçesa Mesher. Two pianos were 
used, the playing of Miss Harrison, especial
ly in the matter of phrasing, haviqg called 
for much admiration. Before leaving the 

•platform Miss Harrison was presented with 
a basket of flowers, a bouquet ..and a gold 
bracelet, and Miss Mes her received:.a .basket 
of ; flowers and a. gold bracelet. Master Vic
tor Levy’s number was regarded as the best 
violin solo of the evening. He playecf “Swiss 
Air," by Farmer, a 'difficult composition de
manding talent above the average. The 
orchestral numbers during the evening were 
exceedingly tine, both in time, rythm and 
ensemble, the march from Tannhauser being* 
one of the tnost rousing selections on the 
programme.

Not the least important feature of the 
programme was the gçand fairy waitz pro
duced by the orchestra and between thirty 
and forty children. Miss Schweqgers took 
the part of Queen and was admirable in her 
role. The little fairies moving about the 
floral arches made a pretty spectacle, iand 
the owls, spooks, goblins and frogs kept the 
audience in. good humor to the end.

The success of the entertainment was due 
in a large measure to Professor Wickens, 
who has for months worked most arduously 
in the preparation of the .programme. The 
concert certainly drew attention to the fact 
that among his pupils are -several future 
candidates, for the conservatories of.Europe. 
Two of Professor Wickens’ pupils are now 
at Leipstc doing well, and it is understood 
that fcwormore may go who will be eligible 
in a few.move years.

The musicians composing the orchestra 
follow:

Violins—Mr. Wilson Ashe, Master Gustav 
Mlttalstate, leaders ; Miss Grace Mackle, 
Mies Ruby Sylvester, Miss Ada Smith, Miss 
Justine Gilbert, Miss Beryl Moss. Miss -Katie 
Roberts, Miss Violet .Mesher, Mips Augusta 
Mlttalstate, Master Edward Sears, Master 
Victor Levy, Master Horacé FWmley, Master 
George Offermann-Weller, Master Ernest 
Ruttan, Master. John Fredette, A. Bantley.

Flutes—Miss G. .Collis, H. Sear’e.
Violas—Master G. Mlttalstate, Mr. Lqçtg- 

flel.d.
’Cellos—Miss- Nancy Harrison-, Master Gor

don Edwards.

To.duy a report was circuited to n 
effect that the exploring parti. , . w 
by the C P. R. to inspect 
acquired by that - company will. ., „ 
& N. railway had been order, 
tinue their investigations for .ty/jx! 
weeks. As this directly coi.-.i 
annouucemtnt that the work j11* 
abandoned for the year owing t,, j'"
clement weather a Time-

The Fernie Ledger says that the pro
vincial government has collected about 
$250,000 taxes in that district and has 
not yet expended the $11.000 which the 
House voted for public works there. It 
thinks that less than 5 per cent, of the 
amount of taxes paid in a district is a 
very poor return in the way of public 
expenditure, and when even this small 
amount is not spent, it not unnaturally 
wants to know the reason why. The 
Ledger is unreasonable enough to think 
that the fact that Dr. King, who repre
sents the constituency as a Liberal, is 
not a sufficient justification, for such 
treatment. The Ledger does not quite 
understand the situation, or it would not 
suppose that ,a Liberal constituency has 
aiiy rights . which the McBride govern
ment is under any obligation to respect. 
All that people, who vote Liberal, have 
any right to expect is that they shall be 
given the privilege of paying the taxes.

If they will insist upon exhibiting their 
political degeneracy by voting for a 
man who declines to fall down and wor
ship the Tory party, why should they 
hope to get back in the form Of expendi
tures on public works any part of their 
tax money. Liberals must be lSade to 
realize their lost estate.

“VJ>I V.-VIifui j..
called upon W. A. Thoinp.. .. *
Regan, who are in charge, at ti„, i)ri(lr: 
hotel tills morning. The latter , 
a ted the statement that the pa r.jK j, \ 
been recalled. They could net voiitinuj 
their explorations to any advantage 
that the rainy weather was

carrobnr-

now
^ apvroaehinff
“Do you think the work will w 

tinned next spring?" queried the 
porter. Mr. Regan, in reply.
that only a comparatively small portion 
of the ..company's holdings had been 
covered by the parties sent on: this sum
mer. It wasn’t reasonable to believe 
that they could have done the work 
thoroughly in such a short .spat-of time 
but as to the C. F. R.’s plans 
year titat was a question upon which 
he did#t care td commit himself. The 
probabilities were that the undertaking 
having been commenced would be satis" 
factorijy completed.

Discussing the work generally Mr 
Regan '.pointed out that it was' being 
taken up systematically. Four distinct 
parties bad been out during the past few 
months. One had its base at Dun
cans, another at Nanaimo, a third at 
OouiQX and a fourth at Alberni. These 
had all made excellent progress. As to 
the restilts of their labors or their im
pressions of the country visited he did 
not care to express himself, the reports 
having first to be submitted' to J. S. 
Dennis, 0. P. R. land commissioner, who 
would use his own discretion respecting 
the issuance of statements, regarding the 
character of the Vancouver Island lands 
held by the coippany, for publication. It 
was only about a week or so ago that in
structions were received ordering a dis
continuance of the work. This had been 
done, he presumed, because of the had 
weather. Already the parties having been 
assigned to Duncans, Alberni and Na
naimo ha# reported in Victoria. The 
Comax party was expected to arrive to
morrow. According to the present ar
rangements they were all to remain here 
until, tlie arrival of Mr. Dennis, who was 
supervising the exploration work, and 
was expected to return from a flying 
visit to Calgary and other points in the 
Northwest by Monday or Tuesday, the 
16th a
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THE NANAIMO STRIKE.

lor next
Now that the coal miners’ strike at 

Nauaimo has happily become a thing of 
the past, the miners must be puzzled to 
know what they gained by it that at all 
compensates for the loss of money, the 
inconvenience, and. in many cases, hard
ship resulting from it. At best a strike 
is a clumsy weapon. It hurts the hand 
that weilds it usually more than it in
jures the person at whom it is -«aimed, 
while ,it almost, invariably causes dis
tress and suffering among innocent and 
helpless people. The strike ought to be 
the last resort. Too often it .is the first.

The'Nanaimo miners, who, by the way, 
have conducted themselves during a try
ing period with a degree of self-respect 
which commands esteem, did not seek the 
conditions out of which fhe strike origin
ated. Neither did the . Western 
Company. The relation» between that 
company and itk employees, were in-every 
respect satisfactory, until an irrespon
sible agitator threw a bone-of contention 
in between them, in the shape, of a need
less piece of Legislation, The consequence 
was a loss to the miners of a sum of 
money, which -if it had been collected 
from them as a' tax extending over a 
term of years, would have caused pro
tests almost equal to rebellion. . If the 
nation had been involved in a great war 
the financial loss to the people of Na
naimo would have been trifling compared 
to that resulting from-the recent strike. 
Have the sacrifices made by the miners 
gained them anything at all commensur
ate with them? Have they secured any
thing that might not have been gained 
by negotiation? These are questions 
which not only the people concerned in 
the strike, but all other 
ought to ponder over—and not only wage- 
earners, but all classes of the communi
ty. Is it not time that some better 
method of settling differences between 
employers and employed were discover
ed? The very great success which has 
attended the efforts of Mr. Mackenzie 
King in. the settlement of the labor trou
bles seems to indicate that such a 
method can be discovered and will be 
acceptable to all parties , to, .labor ques
tions. Of course nothing will be ac
ceptable to the agitator, who will, find 
his occupation gone the moment com
mon-sense methods are adopted. But .the 
very great majority of men have no use 
for the agitator. If they listen to him 
and are influenced by hipi, it is only be
cause all men are alike in their readiness 
to follow leaders who profess to have 
their good at heart. At the present tirqe 
there seems to be almost universal peace 
between employers and 
throughout Canada, and the time is 
therefore auspicious for the careful in
vestigation of the real causes of strikes 
and the best methods of averting them.

A letter written by William Lyon 
Mackenzie in 1824 has been resurrected 
among some old papers in a .Brockville 
attic. At tlie time of its writing Mr. 
Mackenzie <was running a paper called 
the Advocate, at York, now Toronto. In 
the letter he complains of small salary, 
slack payments by subscribers, inatten
tion of agents, ill-regulated postal ser
vice. It is what -might be termed to-day 
an “all-round kick,” but the disgruntled 
tone of it may be .accounted for by the 
multifarious duties the publisher of a 
paper Of those days.had to perform. He 
says: “I am not able to pay the neces
sary number of’hands to get the paper 
out regularly. I often write half the 
paper, .several dozen letters, read 100 
newspapers, paste 900 directions • on 
papers to the respective addresses of the 
subscribers and paste nufi tie up 100 
different mail to 100 different offices and 
agents, in one week. If to this be added 
correcting the press, which I always have 
to do, making out and drawing accounts 
to those who owe me, you may suppose 
I repose not on a bed of roses.” No 
jvonder he became a chronic, kieker.

• -* »

P. T. Barnnm knew his countrymen 
when he said “the public loves to bS hum
bugged.” But" he was a humorist of the 
old Down East type, says the Monterai 
Witness, and it was the 'humor of his 
humbugging that made his fame and for
tune. • M. Witte attempted to play the 
same role in a different sphere, but, ladl
ing the great.showman’s humor, he made 
a sad, mess of it. Since his .arrival in 
Europe, he has been telling how he hum
bugged the reporters of the press and 
won through them the good will of the 
American public. Now, this is precisely 
tlie sort,of humbug, that your American 
hates, to hear about, especially iboee par
ticular • Americans who were set forth as 
the befooled instruments in victimising 
their people. There has consequently 
been a revulsion of feeling in the United 
States against the..Russian diplomatist. 
The extent Of the change is shown by 
the New York Sun, which says. Of him 
that his various utterances lead to the 
conviction that the estimate formed of 
him ,during his American visit by an 
illustrious personage was of portentous 
aecaracy. He said he- thought M. Witte 
ttieimost infernal liar that ever came out 
of the East. Unflattering as this is, it 
will do. him, no harm in the diplomatic 
circles of Europe, especially at St.. Peters
burg, where lying is the chief part of the 
game.

Fuel

nd 17th inst.
a wYint cayi be ascertain»! Mr. 

Dennis will receive reports of the wotk 
accomplished in the respective .districts 
during the past few months. .These 
statements will deal in detail with the 
character of thé sections covered, and 
will be gone into most thoroughly by the 
Ç. P. R.’s land commissioner. It is also 
probable that he will outline a pro
gramme for next spring. That, however, 
is merely conjecture based upon Mr. 
Regan’s remarks. The latter points ont 
that the object of these exploration- 
parties has not yet been attained, the 
greater portion of C. P. R." territory still 
remaining unvisited, and. therefore, it 
would be natural for Mr. Dennis ' to pre
pare for the continuation of his re
searches next year.

The purport of the reports submitted 
for tire consideration of Mr. Dennis 
would make" interesting reading in view 
of the contemplated extension of the E. 
& N. line to the north end of Vancouver 
Island'. It* has been stated that these 
investigations have been instituted solely 
for The purpose of discovering the best 
route "for such a line. Undoubtedly the 
character of the country in the neighbor
hood of Alberni and Nanaimo will in
fluence the directors when called upon to 
make a choice, hence the interest of the 
statements of those who have just re
turned1 from an official visit to the dis
tricts mentioned. With this in mind the 
reporter bluntly asked Mr. Regan 
whether he felt inclined to say anything 
of the country around Alberni or Na
naimo. But he immediately assumed a 
reticent manner explaining that Mr. 
Dennis would make any statements he 
thought proper along spell lines upon his 
arrival next week.

From

wage-earners

Trombone—X. Clark.
Clarionets—E. Muriset, Mr. Peele.
Cornets—Albert Ashe, Master .Henry Jlit- 

talstatp, W. ,V. North.
Euphonium—J. Ball.
Contra Bassi—E. Prerdner, à. TlotUns. i 
Tympani, drums, bells, etc.—E. Anderson.
Presiding at .the pianok—M'lss Nancy Har- I _ . T... „

risen, Miss Theresa Mesher, Mise liay Moss, ! S*mta C)ara Case Is Likely to Be Com
pleted This Afternoon.

employed

LEGAL NEWS.

The, King has been pleased to confer 
the Grahd Cross of the Royal Victorian 
Order upon .Admiral Sir Archibald Lu
cius Douglas, K. C. B., lately in com
mand of the North American and West 
Indian station. Admiral Douglas, who, 
according to Morgan, was bom and edu
cated in «the city of Quebec, where his 
father and uncle were practicing physi
cians, has run a great professional career. 
Entering the Royal Navy in 1856, as a 
cadet, on the nomination of the then 
Governor-General of Canada, Sir E. W. 
Head, K. C. B., he was promoted lieuten
ant in 1861, commander in 1872; captain 
in 1880, and vice-admiral in 1881. He 
served with the Naval Brigade up the 
Congo and the Gambia in 1860; on the 
Canadian lakes during the Fenian dis
turbances, in 1866; and in the Soudan 
in 1884. He commanded the Edinburgh 
in the Mediterranean, under the late Sir 
George Try on, and the Cambridge and 
the Exeellent . training ships, at Devon- 
port and Portsmouth, respectively, at a 
later date. He was for three years com
mander-in-chief in the Bast Indies, and 
in 1894 became commander-in-chief at 
Portsmouth. He has likewise been vice- 
president of the ordnance committee, a 
lord of the admiralty, and an A.D.C. to 
the Queen.' In 1902 he was created a 
Knight Commander of the Bath; now 
he receives a further and higher mark
of the Sovereign’^ pleasure and < appro
bation, no doubt in special knowledg-

Mjsn Inn Gordon, Miss Annie Mlttalstate, 
Miss Alvina Offermann-Weller, Miss Alice 
Wyatt, Miss Ethel Edwards.

Accompanist to solos—Piano, Miss Nancy 
Harrison, Miss Violet Mesher, Miss. May 
Moss, Miss lna Gordon, Mr. Lojtgfleld; 1st 
violin, W. Ashe, MtSs Bdby Sylvester; 2nd 
violin, Miss Ada Smith, Miss Violet Mesher, 
Master Edward. Sears; viola. Master Gustav 
Mlttalstate, Mr. "Longfiold ; ’cello. Miss 
Nancy Harrison, .Master Gordon Edwards.- 

Queen of the fflîriès, 'Miss Ada Schwen- 
It is said that the Japanese have start- gers; fairies, Miss Violet Mesher, Miss 

ed over one thousand newspapers in Juanita Sears, Miss Alvina Weller, Mies 
China during: the lust year. Tlie wily | lna Gordon, Mies Georgina Bebbington, 
Oriental knows his business. The Rus- Miss Vlejet Bevlloekway, Miss Edna Mc- 
sranizing of' China by breech-loaders and Intyre, Miss Annie McGregor, Miss Louisa 
quick-firing guns was nipped in the bud. Nathan, Miss Clara Hodnett, Miss Eva Me- 
The Jap proposes to conquer the country Dougall, Miss Alice Wyatt. Miss Lily Dale, 
by printer’s ink. , Mies Augusta Mlttalstate. Mise Gladys

^ 1 ’ 1 ” 11 » Parker, Miss Lily Byron, Miss Annie .Mlttal
state, Miss Mabel Ruttan, Miss Alma Hill, 
Miss Anita Gibbons, Miss Victoria Hill, Miss 
Isabelle Dickson. Mies Mary Wilson, Miss 
Nellie Ross, Miss Frelda Hasenfratz, Miss 
Mary McDonald, Miss Eugenie Jepeon, Miss 
Annie Leslie, Miss Edith Austin, Mies Lottie 
Miles. M’ss Lydia Thompson; owl. Master 
Charlie Walton: frog, Master Frankie 
Fredette; goblins, Master Freddie Richard
son, Master Donnie Atkins. Master Jack 
Waddlogton; page, Master dandle Town
send.

The Natal, the newest cruiser of the 
British navy, is described as the most 
powerful in the. world. Great Britain’s 
diplomacy is steadily working to save 
tlie empire from war and its costly ex
periences. If diplomacy fails, however, 
there will be no mistake about her being 
ready for the consequences.

■» »

The hearing of the case of tlie Alaska 
Packers’-Association vs. Spencer is draw
ing to a close. In this trial the plaintiff 
company seek to recover damages sus
tained by vessel, Santa "Clara, it being 
[alleged that the tug Mystery, belonging 
tb 8. A. Spencer, was responsible. This 

-is urged on the ground that the tug 
undertook to tow the Santa Clara, which 
at the time was in no danger, being held 
by her anchor.

The case has been up iu the courts 
several times. The present trial is be
fore XIr. Justice Martin and a special 
jury.

Fred Peters, K. C.. representing the 
►defendant, addressed the jury this morn
ing occupying about two hours’ time. He 
was followed by E. V. Bod well. K. C., 
who will continue his address this after
noon. Tlie case will likely be disposed 
of to-day.

The peremptory list of cases at this 
civil sitting which are to be ready to 
proceed is as follows: Grawford vs. 
Paxton, Mellor vs. Mellor and E. & N. 
Railway Co. vs. McGregor.

—The funeral of Mrs. Ann Kipling 
took place yesterday afternoon from her 
son’s residence. 36 King’s road. Services 

conducted at the house by Mrs.were
Helen Stuart-Richings. and at the grave
side by A. Williams, president of the 
-Psychic Research Society. Members of 
the latter body and other sympathizing 

re- friends were in attendance. The follow
ing acted as pallbearers: F. Stubbs, C. 
-Maidment. J. Wilcox, L. Heauther. W. 
Duncan and F. Clegg.

—Thos Hay, a native of Prince Ed
ward Island, and a brother of Joseph 
Pope, under secretary of state, Ottawa, 
died at the Jubilee hospital -yesterday. 
Deceased was 48 years of age. The 
mains have been taken to W. J. Hanna’s 
parlors, and arrangements for the burial 

‘will be announced later.
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A BAD ADVERTISEMENT*. events until the fact that Canada can 

become tlie chief granary of .the world 
has been demonstrated. That such a 
man should be impatient of ideas which 
deal fnerely with the necessities of to
day, and shquld .ask what his informant 
had to say ^)f the future, is the most 
natural thing in- the world, and his hori
zon should be adopted by all who study 
the possibilities of-the Pacific seaboard 
of Canada. It may be interesting to 
some readers to know that Mr. Ashdown 
is an Englishman by birth, and that his 
broad and hopeful views of the future of 
Canada are not prompted by any senti
mental feelings towards the Dominion as 
his native country.

We ought to lgok at the future of this 
.city, in this hopeful way. There is no 
valid reason why we should set any limit 
to our anticipations. Victoria will be
come a tourist resort of great popularity: 
it will be the first residential city of the 
West, a sort of Mecca towards which 
thousands will turn their steps in seek
ing for a home amid genial surroundings. 
But Victoria may be moroythan these 
things. It may become a great seaport. 
No man need pretend to be able to fore
cast the commercial future of the North 
Pacific ocean. It will probably develop 
along lines not now foreseen. But there 
are two great factors which nature, has 
established, and which cannot be altered. 
One is the existence of a vast food-pro
ducing area in Canada, and the other the 
existence of a fast consuming popula
tion in Asia. It is true that both these 
factors are as yet largely in their po
tential stage, but that they will deter
mine the character of the relations be
tween the two shores of the Pacific 
Ocean is certain. How vast the propor
tions of this trans-Pacific will become we 
cannot* at this time even imagine, but 
that it will equal that across the Atlantic 
within the lifetime of the younger gener
ation of business .men is the opinion of 
so keen an observer as the President of 
the Great Northern Railway. If this is 
the case, no argument is necessary to 
demonstrate that this city, standing on 
the very verge of the ocean, may reason
ably hope to become the hearquarters of 
a great commerce. Undoubtedly there 
are disadvantages attending a location on 
an island, but niese can be overcome. Sir 
Sandford Fleming declared thirty years 
ago that the exigencies of commerce 
would require that they should be over
come. It is towards this aspect of Vic
toria’s future that the attention of her 
citizens might with advantage be direct
ed, and indeed ought to be. To realize it 
we need to inspire others with faith in 
our future, and the first step in that di
rection is to have faith in it ourselves.

A MOMENTOUS MOVEMENT.

We sometimes overlook the important 
» and essential in our anxiety over what, 

for the moment, appears to be the prin
cipal matter. This is true of the fair 
which has just closed at New Westmin
ster, and-which, financially speaking, was 
a failure. The -provincial, press is be
moaning this shortage and is sympathiz
ing with the plucky people of the Royal 
City because of the obligations which are 

. in consequence thrust upon thciq.
This is all very proper, an(l the Times 

. would be the last newspaper to minimize 
, the gravity of the financial aspects of the 
. show, but in reality it is the province at 
igrge which is the greatest sufferer. A 
few thousand dollars of a deficit is an 
awkwgnd thing, and will add fresh bur
dens to the management, but it is of only 
secondary importance when compared 
with the bad advertisement which 
the province received owing to the 
heavy rains which prevailed during the 
progress of the exhibition. Those who 
attended Westminster during the Fair 
and talked with Easterners who were 
present in the capacity" of exhibitor®, or 
Visitors, could not fail to notice the dis
gusted way in which they commented on 
Pacific Coast weather. It was klip to 
attempt to convince them that the 
variety which the weather clerk provided 
Igst week was unusual. A great num
ber of them came to the conclusion -that 
they had actually sampled Western con
ditions, and their conclusions when they 
get back into the1 delightful Indian sum
mer of the Eastern provinces, and retail 
them, will do us no good.

HEREDITY VS. ENVIRONMENT.

Canadians have had occasion some
times to criticize the late Dr. Barnardo, 
and to think him a poor friend of this 
country because from among the thous
ands. wh^m he.sent to these shores some 
turned out yicious and committed crimes 
which compelled the state to take them 
under her care.

While this was the case his motives 
were rarely questioned, and now that 
he is gone, he is everywhere conceded 
his rightful place as one of the greatest 
philantropists which the Mother of Na
tions has ever produced.

It ia claimed that out of the sixty 
thousand children, whom he rescued from 
the slums, only two per cent, turned out 
“bad.” This is a remarkable showing, 
and this fact, combined with the ripe 
experience which forty years in the work 
gave him, render his views on the com
parative influence of heredity and en
vironment of the greatest interest and 
vajue.

A .month or two before his death he 
epitomized his experience in the follow
ing words:

“As to the scientific method, there is 
not jnuçh to be said, except this: that 
we have demonstrated the superiority of 
environment to heredity. I suppose there 
has never been such an example in the 
world ay our institution affords of the 
great Jact that heredity 
cible a foe to human life as has been 
thought.

“We have proved that if a child who is 
a son or daughter of criminals or prosti
tutes, and also the grandson or grand
daughter of-the same, and of whom we 
can prove that the great-grandfather or 
great-gyandmother weYe of the same 
class—if that child is taken early enough 
fro mits evil environment and planted 
down in an absolutely new, fresh and 
Christian environment, and kept in it 
long enough, the power of heredity ap
pears to be neutralized.

_ "I have had some cases like that who 
may be said to have been damned from 
their birth, who are new living virtuous, 
honored and respectable lives, upon 
whom no breath or shadow of evil has 
ever fallen. And the same thing is true 
as regards the degeneration of type from 
the physical point of view. We have 
been as a nation almost frightened to 
death with tales of our physical degener
ation, and doctrinaries who have come to 
me to gain proof of their view have been 
overwhelmed with evidence to the very 
reyarse. Puny, ill-developed, emaciated 
chilflUcen, born in the gloom and shadow 
of,a sunless life, surrounded by filth, vice 
and every incentive to badness, have 
come to me, haggard and emaciated, 
locking like little old men or little old 
wotpen, while they were still under the 

• school age. These have been taken in 
Rand, and in some cases twelve months, 
and in other cases two or three years, 
have sufficed to wipe out all those phy
sical impressions which appear to be 
ineradicable, and a healthy physical life, 
■with a joyous childhood: developed in 
mind and body, has been the result of 

, thj^. specjpl training, of the feeding, of 
the influences, moral and Christian 
wtùch have surrounded these children.
I have. Rotated to some of the worst ex-’ 
amples that come to me as triumphant 
proofs that such physical degeneration 
as has been deplored is not incurable.”

Never in its history has Islam, that 
the great organization usually referred 
to under tlie name Mohammedanism, 
been as agressive as it is to-day. It is 
not conquering new adherents by the 
power of the sword, but by the less 
spectacular" and more potent agency of 

is not so invin- | commerce. The work is being done 
without ostentation. There is no So
ciety for the Propagation of Islam in 
foreign parts, no Arabian and Foreign 
Koran Society, but -from Mecca as a 
centre to Sagahlien on the one hand and 
the innermost recesses of Africa on the 
other the work of proselytizing is being 
steadily prosecuted, Christian mission
aries have labored arduously and against 
tremendous obstacles in Africa, bat have 
scarcely touched more than a fragment 
of the population, but on the other hand 
Mohammedanism lias been accepted by 
millions during the last quarter of a cen
tury, so that it is claimed that of the 
120,000,000 of inhabitants of that con
tinent at least 80,000,000 are to-day at 
least nominally adherents of Islam In 
China so great has been the progress of 
the Arabian faith that an observing 
writer says that the time is measurably 
near when it .will dominate the greater 
part of the 400,000,000 people who dwell
in that empire. Along with this steady 
and marvellously rapid expansion there 
are aboundant evidences of ah ambition
on the part of the heads of the organiza
tion to seize what political power the 
numerical strength of , the sect may 
enable them to acquire. The dte«m of 
combining the yellow millions of China 
with the black millions of Africa under 
the leadership of Arabia may seem 
beyond the possibility of realization, but 
since w» ha va seen what Japan could 
do in a generation, we will hesitate be
fore setting a limit to what Islam may 
dd- in a century.

LIFE INSURANCE.

The exposurcs-in connection with the 
management of tlie great New York life 
insurance companies naturally arouse a 
great deal of indignation, hut they in no 
wise affect the financial standing of those 
institutions. No one has insinuated that 
these great companies are not perfectly 
solvent and fully able to make good all 
their obligations to policy-holders. It 
seems necessary to say this, because 
many people are very greatly interested 
in the fact. Without wishing to apologize 
for-acts which are irregular, if not some
thing very much worse, it is evident that 
men who have the handling of many 
millions of money for which they dejsire 
to secure profitable employment, and also 
are charged with the duty of protecting 
great interests, may, on occasion, resort 
to methods that can hardly be justified 
by the rules applicable to ordinary busi
ness transactions. No one can justly as
sert that the great life insurance com
panies have not been managed in a man
ner that has been of great advantage to 
the thousands of persons , from whom 
they have received premiums, or who 
have looked to them for protection. Of 
late years the whole United States seems 
to have gone money-mad, and a new 
code of ethics in financial matters 
pears to have been adopted. But the in-

.

VICTORIA AS A SEAPORT. '

At the recent session of the Royal 
Transportation Commission considerable 
was said about the value of Victoria as 
an ocean port. To those who look no 
further than the present the claims made 
on this score may seem extravagant, but, 
as Mr. Ashdown said, we must learn to 
regard these things as they relate to the 
possibilities of the future. Mr. Àsh- 

^down very naturally projects tfce horizon 
of his ideas into the future. Although 
he is yet Jn the full vigor of ripe man
hood, he has seen Winnipeg grow from 
the smallest beginnings to a city with 
greater terminal facilities, so far as 
trackage is concerned, than any other 
the continent, and the vast prairies, 
broken only by occasional cart rails, be
coming gridironed by railways. He 
has seen the discovery of the Red River 
wheat fields and, watched the progress of
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sanity is only of a temporary character. 
The insurance disclosures indicate a re
turn to saner conditions. There is small 
wonder that men. whosé daily dealings 
aqe in miliiqns, became intoxicated by 
the deep draughts of power ever at their 
lips. If, like Warren Hastings, they 
should say that, as they look back upon 
their opportunities, they stand astonished 
at their own moderation, it would not be 
any ground for surprise. Life insurance 
is an excellent thing: the great life in
surance companies are financially sound, 
and the disclosures, which are so sensa
tional and which are calculated to excite 
the alarm of timid policy-holders, are 
only proof positive, .first, that things can
not get very bad without the wrong be
ing detected and the wrong-doers being 
deprived of any further powers of mis
chief-making, and. second, that the se
curity of the policy-holders will hereafter 
be greater than ever. Incidentally we 
may get cheaper insurance—perhaps not 
lojver premiums, but more results from
our money.

SIR WM. MULOCK.

Tlie retirement of Sir William Mulock 
from active participation in the political 
life of Canada deprives the country of 
the services of one of her most capable 
and successful public men. Mr. Mulock 
has long been identified with Canadian 
affairs, and he has made a record for 
himself, which few others have equalled. 
His administration, of the post office de
partment has been" very successful. No 
branch of the public service comes more 
closely home to the people than that 
which deals with the handling of their 
letters and newspapers. Every day 
nearly all of us, and very - many of ue 
several times daily, are brought in con
tact with that department. It is so much 
a part of our daily routine that we take 
its great convenience for granted, and 
are critical to a degree over the smallest 
defect. It will not Ibc claimed for Mr. 
Mulock that he is entitled to the credit 
for this wonderful system, which indeed, 
has been the growth of years, but it can 
be truthfully said of him that he ap
proached the somewhat commonplace 
work of his department with excellent 
judgment as to business details, and a 
remarkable appreciation of the part 
which the post office can play in cement
ing the people of the Empire together. 
His share in bringing about Imperial 
penny postage was most creditable, and. 
among recent events of an Imperial 
character, probably none will have a more 
potent influence than this. Mr. Mulock 
is an enthusiastic advocate of a govern
ment-controlled telephone system,, and it 
is a cause for deep regret that lie has 
not felt himself able to perfect his plans 
in that regard. As the head of a great 
department, employing thousands of men, 
Mt. Mulock proved himself tactful and 
efficient; in meeting the needs of a rapid
ly expanding country, he exhibited fore
sight and judicious liberality. In parlia
ment he was a hard worker and bore his 
share in the debates with courtesy, cour
age and good sense. As a citizen he en
joyed the unstinted respect of friends 
and opponents alike. While :his health 
compels him to seek retirement, it is to 
be hoped that the country may have the 
benefit of his wisdom ariid ripe experi
ence in some other capacity, but, if not, 
and he must abandon ail public activity, 
ho can rest assured that he enjoys the 
cordial good will of the people of Canada.

A FORESTRY CONVENTION.

A publie convention has been called by 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier to be held in Ottawa 
on the 10th, 11th and 12th days of Janu
ary next for the discussion of matters re
lating to forestry. Among the many 
things with which the name of the Pre
mier is identified none is of more far- 
reaching importance than this. The de
mands upon the forests of Canada are 
rapidly increasing. By the year 4910 
nearly 100,000,000 people will he resident 
in the United States and Canada, and 
their requirements for structural timber- 
as well as for wood pulp must he largely 
supplied from the Dominion. True, the 
Canadian forests are of vast extent. 
Few of us appreciate how vast they are. 
An immense region covered with trees of 
varying commercial value extends from 
the Atlantic shores of New Brunswick 
and Nova .Scotia, across Quebec and 
.Northern Ontario, and thence extends in 
a great fan-like expanse across Western 
Canada, the northern limit being the 
delta of the Mackenzie, where large cot
ton woods and spruce grow within the 
Arctic circle, and the southern limit be
ing the international boundary line. Of 
this forested area by far the greater part 
Is, wholly qnexploited, but the more valu
able woods are being rapidly cut away. 
The pine forests of the East are ap
proaching exhaustion. In the extreme 
Eastern provinces even the spruce, a 
rapidly growing tree, is disappearing at 
an alarming rate. The inroads into the 
British Columbia forests are becoming 
noticeable, and it is to be remembered 
that when one of our great Douglas firs, 
spruces or cedars has been cut down the 
product of centuries has been utilized, 
and, practically speaking, can never he 
replaced. Nothing better illustrates the 
rapidity with which the timber supply 
of a country can be exhausted than the 
fact that the men, who have within the 
last few years been buying up timber 
lands on the Pacific Coast, are the same 
people who bought up the virgin forests 
of Wisconsin and Michigan, which they 
have now almost depleted of merchant
able timber. Between thirty and forty 
years ago tlie forests, of those states 
were regarded as of such little value that 
shrewd investors bought them up for 
prices that would to-day be regarded as 
nominal. To the forty-five millions of 
people in the United States in those days 
the problem seemed to be how to get rid 
of the forests. The eighty millions df to
day are wondering where they will get
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