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free course, and be glorified among us yet more and more.
It hath pleased the blessed Lord to continue our lives un­

hurt through the course ofthe past year, algo our health with 1
u fevrslight exceptions has beep graciously preserved, tjlu- 1 
ring a time of more than ordinary sickness in several parts v 
of our Province, for which vve wduld be found truly thank- 

r ful, yet in regard to some uf our domestic relations the hand 
of the Lord has touched t»s in a most tender part. We al­
lude principally to the bereavement by death of the beloved 
partner of our respected Superintendent and another of 
bur number. But such fs the will of our God, and this 
thought is alone sufficient to check every rising feeling of 
.complaint or dissatisfaction. It is enough for us to know that 
lie did it. " Let it rather be said, in all such cases—“ The 
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away, and blessed be the- 
name of the Lord."

You will now, dear brethren, suffer us to address a lew 
words of counsel and exhortation, touching some matters 
which we view as of vital importance ; an attention to which 
is imperiously called for, if we would have the church of 
our choice rise to that degree of influence and usefulness, to 
which vve, as a people, should aspire. Among these, per­
sonal holiness stands first, we must be truly alive to God 
ourselves, if we would he the means of spreading religion 
among others, nothing should be made a substitute for this.
—No zeal for opinions, nor liberality in our contributions, j:
nor efforts to enlarge the borders of £ion, or increase.her ;
usefulness, can in the least compensate for the want of per­
sonal piety. We must have the Lord with us, if we would I
go up and possess the good land- To this end make it your 1
business tq attend punctually and steadily to the means j
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