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itis our desire in this our annual address, te communicate

» you, il God please, some portion of the same solemn but
invigorating sentiment, while you with
some of our numbers have entered the
while others still walk on earth, then are we 'n a more spacial
sense ““ come to the general assembly and chureh of the first
born whose names are written in Feaven.” Thither is the
whole family Journeying—part of tha travelling procession is
cven now arrived,

And wha!, orethren, is the isstruction to be derived from
the thought 2 Do we not see in it a renewed and solemn
plodge to fidelity and zeal, inasmuch as our departed bra-
thren were faithful even unto death ? It jg indeed the re«
ewal, feeble certainly, but dear to us, of the holy example

3 f the Captain of our salvation--each minor instance of tri-
@X pointing towards His bright

‘“ Mansions” above,

umphant perseverance is an ind

i perlect pattern,

We are led then with christian solicitude
peculiar duties remain to us, who bring up, as it were,
the train of Christ’s followers on the Heavenly road, And,
the pecrliar condition of our churehes—~the whole frame of
ociety around us—and, let a3 add, the strong feeling vecent-
» excited in the minds of many of our dear brethren, either

re, or gane co their rest, strg igly suggest to us,asa subject
louraddress, that of the Educaticn of Ministers et the Gos-
nd in writing on this subject, we intend to take the ex-
pression ina very wide sense, as invelving the whole prepara-

tion of the mind for the work of the Goaspel, whether it con-
st in inward exercise, or outward improvement,

4 (t is importact then to regard this subject in a twofold

.",‘ ight.  First, in respect to that which the Great Master of

@ Assemblies has reserved peceliarly to Himself, to which the

& Ulristian Chuarch has con monly appropriated the designation
R of“acall of the [ioly Ghost.” ‘Ang secondly, that partici-

pation in preparatery work, which He permits to human in-

&8 strumentality and enjoins as a duty on kLis servants.

UL these, the first is in all ¢cages absolutely indispensible.
Ifit be disregaided and all good do not entirely cease, yet
guilt rests on the churches for tpa on..ssion, and a mr st terri~

B Dble burthen of responsibility and comdemnation on him who

dares thus profanely intrude into the sanctuary.

: The second, however important and desirable in all cases,

is certainly not indispensible in all, ag possessed ia a high

degree; for the Lord himself chose his distinguished ¢ twelye”’

g (rom among the comparatively uninstructed, in order that the
might of His i i

to inquire, what

n ’
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aud the wonderful results following
50, in all ages, He has, from tim
nesses with a small amount of human knowledge, to whom he
s committed, in a greater or less degree, the ministration
“the word, and whom He has owned as His, in the blessing

their ministrations, And
e to time, raised up wit-

s remeraber, that if
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