
We feel hound explicitly to avow our unshaken persua­
sion that all r is utterly incompatible with the plain pre- 

ine Lord and Lawgiver, and the whole spirit 
plea of necessity or policy, how­

ever urgent or peculiar, can avail to release either individuals 
or nations from the paramount allegiance which they owe to 
Him who hath said, “ Love your enemies.”2 In enjoining 
this love, and the forgiveness of injuries, He who has bought 
us to Himself has not prescribed for man precepts which are 
incapable of being carried into practice, or of which the prac­
tice is to lie postponed until all shall be persuaded to act upon

cepts of our 
of His Gospel, and that no

them.
We cannot doubt that they are incumbent now, and that 

we have m the prophetic Scriptures the distinct intimation of 
ieir direct application, not only to individuals, but to nations 

also. When nations conform their laws to this divine teach- 
mg, wars must necessarily ce& ,e.

We would, in humility, but in faithfulness to our Lord, 
express our firm persuasion that all the exigencies of civil 
government and social order may be met under the banner of 
the Prince of Peace, in strict conformity with His commands.

PEACE.

OATHS.

We hold it to be the inalienable privilege of the disciple 
of the Lord Jesus that his statements concerning matters of 
fact within his knowledge should be accepted, under all cir­
cumstances, as expressing his belief as to the fact asserted. 
We rest upon the plain command of our Lord and Master, 

bwear not at all ”■* and we believe any departure from this
1. Matt. xix. 5, 6.
2. Matt. v. 44, Luke vi. 27. 3. Iaa. ii. 4, Micah iv. 1.

4. Matt. v. 34.

the term of life,1 designed for the mutual assistance and com­
fort of both sexes, that they may be helpmeets to each other 
in things temporal and spiritual. To this end it should imply 
concurrence in spiritual as well as temporal concerns, and
should be entered upon discreetly, soberly, and in the fear of 
the Lord.

70 DECLARATION op FAITH.

s
c
1!
0

t;

a]
tl
tc
P<
w
th
Cl
sit

th
to
wt
wi
tin
pri
ou
ret

des
hui
the
the
tied
the
and
moi

1

l

t 1

<

i

4

L

a .

o-
 <


