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~ GOVERNMENT
MAY TAKE OVER
THE GRAND TRUNK

Probable Outcome of Situation,

Says Sir Thoms White

POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES

Criticism of the Government and
Aunswer to Critic —Finance Min-
ister Speaks of Credit of Canada

“in Motherland

Ottawa, April 4—That acquisition of |
the Grand Trunk Railway by the gov-
ernment will be the probable outcome of
the present railway situation was a
statement by Sir Thomas White, when
the bill confirming the appointment of a
receiver for the Grand Trank Pacific
was being ‘ considered . in committee of
the House of Commons yesterday. Sir,
Thomas said he could not make: this|
statement definitely, and .suggested as
possible alternatives that the government |
might resort to suit or foreclosure. . .

When pressed by F. S. Cahill for a
more definite statement Sir Thomas said |
that it was. impossible for him }o say |
more, as negotiations are proceeding. |

Hon, Charles' Murphy asserted that |
under such circumstances it was not rea-
sonable to expect the house. to proceed
with the bill. : :

There was some criticism of the action
of the govemnment by Major Thomas A.
Vien, who regretted that an order-in-
council “appointing a receiver had been
passe ad d
clared its railway policy, .He maintain-
ed that the government had relieved the
Grand Trunk of its liability in respect of
the G. ‘T: P. and that it bas done just
what it  wished te avoid.

R..L. Richardson of Springfield ‘was
critical of the attitude of the previous
speaker. He declared that there appear-
ed to be a conspiracy: on the part of cer-
tain newspapers to help the Grand
Trunk, and resented the suggestion that
the Grand Trunk Company should be
treated with generosity. It would be
useless, he said, to pour more money in-
to the railways, and there was notliing
left but public ownership. “The babies,”
he said, *had been left on our door-step
and we had to nurse them.” Ay

Sir Thomas White explained that un-
der the receivership the government will
not_pay interest guaranteed by any of
the provinces. The government would
pay only enough to operate the system.
He denied that the action of the. gov-
ernment in regard to the Grand Trunk
would hurt the credit of Canada in Lon-
don and read a cable from Sir George
Perley to the effect that the credit of
the dominion was good in the mother
country.

MRS, V. G. OBERNIER,

Prominent Toronto musician and wide-
ly known in the musical circles of the
United States and Canada, who died in
Toronto at the age of 52 years.

Emir Feisal, son of the King of the
Hedjaz, the most picturesque figure at

the peace conference.
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GOES T0 RUSSA
F ENGNERRS

An interesting letter §vas received from
Lieutenant-Colonel J. Carleton Brown,
R. E, this week, written in February
before he left for Batum, Southern Rus-
sia, with the 273rd Railway Company of
the British Saloniki force, which has’
been re-fitted and reinforced to form
part of the army of occupation in the
Middle East. In an extract from his
letter, he says: e

“It is with great satisfaction I am
i to take with me intact my old company,
!the 278rd Royal Engineers. They are
| all picked men, fine soldiers and well
trained in railway" construction. We go
by the way of Constantinople to Batum
a port, on the Black Sea, where I will
be in charge of railway work, in all its
branches, for the army of occupation.
/A raliway of 50U miles runs across the
country to. Baku, a town on the Caspian
Sea, Some of the fiercest battles were
fought by ‘the Russians and Turks in
this ¥icinity consequently, much has
been destroyed. We expect to camp in
or near the Caucasus Mountains.”

Lieutenant-Colonel . Brown, in 1915
went overseas with the 55th Battalion as
a lieutenant. Shortly after arriving in
England he became attached to the 273rd
Railway Company of the Royal Engi-
neers and was sent wtih a draft of men
to Saloniki where he has been since that
time. Hijs career has been a fine ‘one
and his capabilities as a soldier and in
engineering have been fully recognized
by those in’ authority or he never would
have been given command of such an
important expedition. He is a New
Brunswick man and St. Stephen in his
birthplace. He expects to remain in the
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MAJOR W, T, LAWLESS, D. S. O.

SENATOR G

EORGE TAYLOR,
T e

“Fighting Lawless” a veteran of South
Africa and the big war, returned recently
on the Olympic, He was. formerly at-
tached to the Canadian Regulars.

GENERAL SIR EDMUND ALLENBY

Former chief whip of the Conservative
party, who died in Ottawa on Tuesday.
IN IRELAND, '

New Spring Footwear
‘We have the new styles for young. men of discrimination, in
_ black, brown and brown combination with suede top. These shoesare

the latest styles for spi'ing wear, and our prices, quality considered, are

lower than other dealers are asking.
o$11.50

~ Prices from $5.85 t

LEVINE’'S SHOE STORES

B L2
redérick C, Shaw,

Lieut.-General Sir F
The

who directed the military

Middle East for a year or more.

107 Charlotte Street—8 1-2 Brussels Street

operations in neral commanding the British

forces in

the Belfqt strikes,
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Buy Your

Good Clothes Speak a Language

~ All Their Own

Good Clothes, and you're Conscious of the fact. -
and the lady or man who wears them carries
It opens many a door that

Wherever you see Lesser’s Clothing, you see (
Quality -and refinement stick oyt all over them,
«the air of being prosperous. A neat;respectable appearance is an asset.
lfaads to opportunity. :

Sunday Than a New Suit, Dress or Coat—A Faultless Fit Assured if You
.CCome Here. See Us Tadav! : :
Ladies’ Suits in braid trimmed or
plain styles, in blue, black; taupe, Buxr-
gundy, reindeer, and all leading colors,
: From $15 00 to $500@
Ladles’ Spring * Coats, in velour,
tweeds, poplins, gabardines and other

' cloths. . .. .u. From $15.00 to $37.50
We 1Also‘Handl'é An Up-to-Date Line of Men and Boys’ Clothes

"CASH or CREDIT

What Looh Nicer oh Easter\

/

- (
Ladies’ One-Piece Dresses, in silk,
poplin, mesalines, serges, in pleated,
tu;ked, braid trimmed and other styles.

From $15.00 to $30.00

£y

bljmothes' as You Would Your House, Piano or Phondéraph?;-On Terms

Wear it while you are paying. No need to lay out a large sum of cash at once. Outfit yourself
here conveniently.. The highest quality Suits on terms cost no more than for cash elsewhere.

* We Excel in Ladies’ and Gentlemen’s Clothing

'ALEX. LESSER’S Cash and Credit Store

(St. John’s Leading Credit Store)

210.Union Street—Opposite Opera House
Store Open Monday,

!

: ’Phone Main 2909
Friday and Saturday Evenings
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MUTT AND JEFF—JEFF TRAILS ALONG

WITH A LIVE ONE EVERY TIME

.- By “BUD" FISHER

~
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| BALL PLAYER
OF ABOUT TWELVE YEARS HE'S
COPPED THE BATTING HONORS
EVERY YEAR BUT ONCE.

I'M WILLING o BET A
New HAT You DonT

rFoe SEVERAL
Years TY

YouR 1GNORANCE OF

LISTEN. DON'T .
WHAT'S, GOING oN A THE

STUEF YOUR BRAW

BATTED AY WITH NOTHING WORLD TODAY, S CLehs Khinke vis
A 400 CLIP. BUT BASE BALL. POSITIVELY REERESHING. AR |
A LoU OF GUYS READ THE Bl6 ) FOR ALL You K ANOW BOLSHEU\K| \ T T
WOULD GIVE NEWS OF THE DAY BOLSHEVIKI MAY BE - e
A LEG \F THE LEAGUE OF A BREAKEAST FoOD! THE NAME
THey coutD NATIONS, THE OE THE
i Even BAT BOLSHEVUIKI— MAYOR
MUTT, TY.COWS'S CERTAINLY "SOME segg'TLE
(R} .

! OVER A STRETCH

AT'S WHAT 1'
CALLS CLASS.
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