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 THE HYDRO-ELECTRIC smrmou

Dvents of prime importance to the sucoess and the ultimate destiny of

the m-um System of Ontario oocourred yesterday, but we cannot
say that anything transpired of the real intentions of the government in con»’

m with the alleged new polm against which the important deputation

same to the city to, protest,

We m'.os the nnoul impression on Tuesday that has gone abroad about

. -y
.

' the proposed wcmmt legislation, The McGarry Bill has not yet been

published and it may contain snything, If it is to be rushed thru in the
1ast Rours of the session there s the more need for vigilince. 'The interests
of the Hvdro-mm Systom are so important to the people of Ontario that
Hon, Mr, McGarry must forgive those who are a little suspicious about the
tenor of the bill which has been announced, but not described in detail,

This is ail the more necessary in view of what The Mail and Emptrohm
to say yesterday morning, apparently 'in reply to our: editorial of the pre—

vious dsy. The Mail and Fimpire now represents the Govmnt of Ontario |.

mamyﬂ!ﬁmmtmmo!nmmullrhmuwnum He
Mwn:cnmnmnukomdhmdodoutmm-bmonmﬂm
basis, mMuamWounowummutompﬂvumotWon
ftems of government news, contrary to Sir James’ poncy, and we may con-
sequently regard its editorial utterances as having some amhoruy

The argument of this article of 'rho Mail and Empire was cntinly in

favor of divesting the Hydro-mm Commission of any powers it may |

mmmom'mmdo!mumnluuuthowm
of tbo municipalities, but of the government, Only those who have watched
the Imlw-obotm policy develop can be aware of the 1mporunoo of this

distinction, ®
The article states that “instead of letting the commission further
out of hand, it will, we take it for granted, shorten its hold upon
" the commission, and not only upon the commission, but also upon the
" municipalities, many of which are using their present financial power
with a recklessness which is mothing short of eriminal”

The clever innuendo that it is in connection wtih hydro oxpanauurq
that this recklessness is to be met, may e passed over, The tone of the
article is unmistakable, .

- Premier Hearst repudiated the suggestion that the profits of the hydro
womld be taken by the government, but whether intentionally or not, he
spoke of the municipalities as spending the money of the province, On the
strength of this ‘contention he refused to permit the munioipalities to have
representatives on the Hydro Commission, There is ground for uneasiness
among the municipalitios over this attitude, Premier Hoarst is entirely
wrong about the spending of the mvlnodl money by the municipalities,
The province bas no more right to interfere In the plans of the hydro than
o bank which bas lent money on good security has o interfere in the out-
lay of the money it has loaned, If Mr, Hearst spoke of the momney in this

sense ns the province’s we may pass it over also, but these ambiguities lead |*

to much misunderstanding, The money is not even sirictly a loan from the
province, The musicipalities have pledged their credit, and it is en that
credit, endorsed by the province, that the money was raised, The municipal~
ities ate spending thelr own money, therefore, on their own investment, and
not, as we-believe the premier cqld‘, on an investment of the province, The
munieipalities expect to repay every penny of the money they have pledged
themselves to, and when they do the hydro-electric system. will belong to
thein, and not to the province,

It is olear that this must be thoroly understood at this stage, as it was
thoroly understood at the beginning, Any attempt/of the government to
change the status of the municipalities in relation to the hydre equipment
would be deeply and properly resented by them,

No objection was made to the appointment of the membm of the Hydro
Commission at first, but it was distinctly understood that the whole move-
ment must be strictly non-political and non-partisan, So far the hydro sys-
tem has been zaanaged upon that principle, and it is the fear that the new
pdministration in Queen’s Park has something in mind which might disturb
tbu’ principle that has caused the present unrest, Nothing would be more
rosented by the whole electorate than any attempt of the kind, for it is well
understood that the guccess of the whole scheme depends upon the neutrali-
vation of the hydro system in every respect As far as politics are con-
cerned,

The insinuation of The MMI and Empire about two premiers in the pro-
vince is somewhat gratvitous, BSir Adam Beck has never done anything to
warrant the belief nor even the suspicion that he desired to rule in opposi.
tion to the powers that be, He has maintained himself in his position as
chairman of the Hydro Commission simply because he has interfered in noth-
ing and attempted nothing outside his own sphers, There is no reason why
any premier who has the original eonception of the hydro-electric movement
in mind should not get along with Bir Adam Beck as well as Sir James
‘Whitney did, If the government has in view a peried when Sir Adam Beck
and others now concerned with the hydro policy shall have passed away,
then they should take the municipalities into thelr confidence and hw-ug
their views on this important matter,

The further investments, which may be of a more direct nature on bhe
part of the province. than those which have been made In transmission and
distribution plant by the municipalities and which the government appears
to contemplate ir connection with the power development at Ohippewa Creek
and the Niagara-Queenston scheme, for which half a million has been pro-
vided in the estimates, may justify the government in thinking that some
provisions are necessary for the direot control of such Investments, If this
be so there is. all the more necessity to differentiate between the investment
of the municipalities, and that which the province might directly undertake,
But it would not justify the taking away of the munioclpalities’ control ever
their own share of the hydro system,

There was a good deal of dissatisfaction among the influential members
of yesterday’'s deputation after the reception was over, Nene of these ques.|™==
tions was dealt with und they are still in the alr, Perhaps the premiey will
take an opportunity to make the whole situation elear as he 4id In regard
fo the two peints of using the profits of the hiydre, and of mendueing po-
litical irfluence into hydre management,

Premier Hearst has accomplished ene er twe things already In his term
of office, but he might secure the efficeney and the stabllity of the hydro-
plestrio system for nll time by Insuring that the principles upen which it
way founded are to remain inviolate, There ean be no finer standard ereeted
for 'the youth of Ontario than the existence ef the Hydte-Electrie Commis-
bon, entirely.non.partisan, earrying en the joint business of (he munieipalities
of .the provinee en a hasia ef public ownershm and mummlnln. jdealn of
efflalency and publie enterprise and spirit, Premiep Hoavst sholld take care
that this is fssured. The peeple expect 4-of him,
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FRATING WTH TURKS

Main Army Captures More Posi-
ﬂons to West of

Erzerum. A

SUCCESS OVER KURDS

Detachment Defeated  Below
Lake Urumiah and Driven
Hastily Southward,

Special Oable to The Tor World,
PETROGRAD, Apm 12 —Steady
go‘reu i bcmg made by the main
ussian army in the Caucasian theatre
in its advance west trom Erzerum to-
wards the interior of , the gen-
oral staff tonight baln‘ lblb to report
the capture of additional positions from
he Turks,
In the region south of Lake Urumiah,
where the Russians have been on‘and
with large forces of Kurds, sdbported
by regular Turkish infantry, the fight-
ing has resulted favorably for the Rus-
sians, and the Kurds h{ve hastily re-
treated southward,

also brought up fresh forces and at-
tacked the Russians, the czar's troops
have beaten every assault and
are preparing for an advance,

THROWN FROM RIG.

Michael Hennessey, 268 Parilament
street, driver " for Armstrong ana
Patffard, wholesale grocers, was thrown
from his rig at the corner of Queen
street and nning avenue yesterday
a(temoon, sustaining a nuty cut on the
head and a bad sha He was
taken to St, lchul' Hoaplul in the
police ambulance.,

CHARGED WITH THEFT,
Mary Blater, no n.ddrou, was arrested
yesterday afternoon by Detective Wickett

on & charge of ammu & silk blouse rrom
the T, Eaton stor

WREYFORD
& CO.'S
Special Sale
TODAY only

!f&dl.llbl-l dR‘MNG?A"I'O, in tweeds
e 0B
Regular $18. 00" and $20.00.

ENGLISH SHIRTS
all sizes, neat chec(t
stripe designs, for ,,..., 4

Regular $1.50 and $1.75,

Watoh for our Khakl Shirt Sale—
End of the Week,

85 King St. West

Tel, Ad, 1789, Open Evenings,

good ranges,

In the Bitlis region, where the Turks|*

C MICHIE'S
BEAURICH C'GARS

3 FOR 25¢
AT THE CIGAR DEPT.,

7 KING ST. W,

}IIOHII & 00, LIMITED
i [ TR |

A Line o’ Cheer Eai:h

Day o’ the Year
By Jih’n Kendrick Bangs,
IMMORTALITY.

(Copyright, 1916.)
HEn:hzalndropl patter on

I look without and find
the pr
Of my fmmortal soul,
The buMhu thtm are come

“Qut of the du.th of winter’s pain,
' Refreshed and sweet and

It cannot be that I who feel
The sweets o{ life our days re-
vea
Thru some unknown duress,
Must in some dark oblivion
Forget the glory of the sun
In endiess nothingness.

It cannot be.that all the care
And joy, und kwo, and pain we

And dud- all glorious,
That men wlmvo, are done and

That some mm Destiny in
. seorn,
May idly laugh at us.

FOUR MEN HELD
FOR BOMB PLOTS

Conspiracy to Destroy Ships
by Means of Incendiary
Explosives.

VON PAPEN’S AGENTS

Two Hundred Bombs Con-

fiscated by Police of
New York.

NEW YORK, April 12.—Four men
were arrested here tonight by agents
of ‘the department of justice charged
with having manufactured “fire
bombs” which were placed in sugar
bags on the steamship Kirk Oswald

of the Fabre Line on or about May
2, last, One of the men arrested gave

'the name of Charles Von Kloist and

declared he was a brother-in-law of
General Von Briesen of -the German
army who was killed in battle in De-
cember, 1914, He gave his age as 67
years, The others were Ernest Becker,
82 years old, an electrician on the
steamship  Kalser Friedrich der
Grosse; Captain Otto ‘Wol , 44
years old, superintendent of the Atlas
Line manuhlp plers and Captain

Enno Bode, 49 years of age, super-|.
intendent of gthe Hamburc-A'moﬂun

Line steamship plers at Ho-
boken, N.J.

Aooordlns to the arresting otﬂcen,
Bode confessed that he was the agent
of Captain Franz Von Papen, former
military attache at the German Eme
basey, He is sald to have asserted
that Von Papen sent him to the plant
of the Agricultural Chemical Co, in
Hoboken where Kleist was employed

to “find fault with the shi nts of
xmuu oil which were sent
to Germany by way of HoMand as
fertiliger,”

Acting-Captain  Tunney, . Lhe
“bomb squad” declared i
were found in the office of the Agri-
:guural Chemical Co, and confiscat-
Evidenee in the pououion of the
police, according to tain Tunnoy,
wors shipped 16 .i{‘“‘ ot the U, B
were o m "
J"‘ were transported, he

suitcases as
.u. dnnlu-
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18t. Laurent Said He Rcsented ln-

GOVERNMENT ENGINEER

MISTAREN I REPORTS 5

Ottawa Official Told of Result
~ of Inspection of Victoria
Harbor.

COLLUSION NOT LIKEL Y :

sinuations of Contractor
Woolley.

By » Staff Reporter.

OTTAWA Apﬂl 12~~J, B, T, 8t
Laurent, assistant deputy. minister of
public works, told the public accounts
committee tonight that when ‘he went
to Vietoria to inquire into the dredging
case there he found that the records
of McLachlan, the resident government
engineer, were incorrect, .also tho
method of computation he
not a correct one with the result that
more rock was credited to the econ-
tractor than there should have been,
However, he did not.think there was
any goltision between the engineer and
the contractors, but simply an error of
Judgment,

No Hard Rock.

When he made test he found that in
the parts were rock had been returned,
the drill found sand only, He asked
Mr. McLachlan to find for him a place
where there was hard material, and he
could not find any, McLachlan had re-
turned rock in all portlons, but he could
not find any,

Mr, 8t, Laurent made a statement in '
which he resented the insinuations of |
Mr, Woolley, the Vancouver contractor, ;
the other day, He ‘said that when he
went to Victoria, he watched the inter-
ests of the contractors as well as of the
minister and the department of public
works, When there was any doubt, he
gave the benefit to the contracton
Woolley had thrown adjectives at him
and he considered this very unfair,

INJURBD AT WORK,

Injured about the body while follow-
ing his employment at the Bwift Cana-
dian Company, Keele street, yesterday
afternoon, ke Silibo, 2162 Dundas
sireet, was taken to Grace Hospital in
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NO TURK PEACE MISSION
HAS ARRIVED AT BERNE

GENEVA, via Paris, April 12,—(5.10
p.m.)~-"The French ambassador and the
British minister today issued a note say- |

ing that a published report announcing
the arrival at Berne of certain 'rumm
diplomats who had entered into
parlers with the British and Frenc

muuvo;‘:l tolx‘lt?nly without tmguu-
or

so far as the British and

are concerned,

STRUCK BY MOTORCYCLE
IS IN SERIOUS CONDITION

E. Ha 8, 10% Ulster o,vomu
was injured when a l
at the comner of

streets Tuesda
Wes

1
is thought he will recover,

the police ambulance,

olthomotor clohunot et -
cy! Yy bomuwn

and French |
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Sﬂ'UAﬂON 13 SERIQ

Cl'mrch Umon Crisis
Meeting ,Yeoterday.'

é“

Principal Gandior of Knox
reviowed the church union cmu
fore the Pn-bymiun eneral’
sembly’s special commitm at
James' Square Church yesterday
ternoon, Ho pointed out that the
western congregations had taken
vanced steps In the direction
unfon, as a serious situation.
arisen - owing .to - the minority
against organic union with the
thodists ana Controntloum
beln‘ regarded as a bar to

of the union on the. basis sub«

mtt to the ballot of the
ship.. ~The gravity of the’

called for another earnest effort to

harmonize differences as far as

sible so that a recommendation |

he made to the general

Winnipeg, which would lead

lution of the problem which

before that body. :

Work for Oralnia Unlom :

Other lddrnuu made during
proceedings indicated that the con

mlttce would send a report to

general assembly which would point

out that in, the view of the commit-

tee the aefion taken by the general

assembly should continue o be “in

the direction of organic union.”

Rev, Dr. Clark, Montreal,
chairman, and Rev. J. H. Radcliffe,
8t. Catharines, secretary.

A mass of recommendations from

presbyteries in all parts of the Do-

minion and statistics on the ballot .

were; presented by fthe  secretary

They were referred to a sub-comm

tee for analysis and a report.
Among other members of the spe~

nd ; clal committee prennt were Rev..

versity;

Rov. Dr. Mﬂlinn and W.h
ter Paul, al,

the | SAILING OF BIO‘gUNARD STEAM-

The Cunasd : Steamship Company
s S R b T

rduna, o } o
New York for Liverpool on the

29th April,  Certainly there is not a §

better boat croutu the Mlumo
day, both on uoonn ot 20,

pﬂm
embodying
thohtutdovc

seven steel decks secured with

tight bulkheads.
with wireless telégraphy, aumﬂu

llmﬂng and hgs a comp

tion’ of clectric t, Pir clul u-

commodation ino udel a hlndnﬂl

dining saloon, smoking rooms, a ve-

randah & promenade deck, gym-
o&n ‘s playroom and Jn

nasium,
fact everything that goes to make &
ship modern.” The second cabin and
tmﬁdmm passe! . ngers are
we or, :

Plans, rates all information
may be had from co!

ronto office, Messrs, A, F. Wobmﬁ

Son, at 53 Yonge ltroot, thm
north of Wellington. p

Homunkcn’ Excursion’via GOMM
Northern Railway,

If you are going to the Northwest,
British Columbia, or Ottawa, give us a
call in our .new office, al Bank
Building, 79 Yonge street, 8, J. Sharp
& Co., M. 7024. edtf

WHITBY MOTOR AMIULMGI-

w’% I.'A:t 1 12.—(‘5’ .) ¥ :

to say ﬂut t! motor
to the
o Rl g B ho‘:mui e
it huMboen in service at Lemnos
ra,
vlco at Saloniki,

A Brew for every taste: Special Extra Mild
Ale—Pilsener Lager—Special Extra Mild
Stout—Old Stock Ale, and every brew the
best of its kind, pure and healthful.

Why not have a case of each and suit
the taste of all your friends?
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