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'FACTORY SITE FOR SALE

DUPONT STREET g
1 from Howland to Albany Ave.
0 feet frontage, by a depth of about
0 feet. Railway siding at rear. Apply
/. %, H. WILLIAMS & CO.
- §8 King Street East Main 5450
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WL DECLARE
STHTE OF WAR

Congress Called to Meet Two
Weeks Earlier Than Was
Planned. ;

——

" FUNDS AND AUTHORITY

Wilson Will Be Empowered
3o Use Armed Forces as

4 He Desires.

\Washington, March 21.—President
_Wileon . today met the constant'y in-
creasing probability of war with Ger-
many by summoning congress to as-

- semble in extraordinary session Mon-

dn.y. April 2—two Wweeks earlier than
the date he had chosen before the lat-
est assaults upon American rights on
the seas. i ;
When the president addresses con-
gress he is expected to show how a
. piate of war actuallv has existed for
_ gome time because of the unlawful ag-
gressions of German submarines.
'Congress is expected tormally to de-
clare a state of war existing, vote a
; large sum, probably half & billion dol-
lars, for national defence and clothe
the president with authority to use the
armed forces of the United States, as
it empowered President McKinley ' to
deal with the menace of Spain in
1898,
Such action would not be a declara-
tion of war except in a technical
sense, and whether the United States

.and -Germany, actually go ta war in

the fullest aeceptation’ of the term will ..

depend on what the lmperi‘a# govern-
‘thent dees” before vongress 1S assem-
bled or affer it acts. b

' Omineus Indications.

Despatehes. from abroad tonight de-
claring that the German Government
‘expected a state of war within the
next 48 hours placed an ominous as-
pect on: the situation.

Much to chainge the president’s
present, intenfions 'or the course of
the government in the crisis may de-
velop before April 2. The first Ame-
riean armed ship will by that time
have. reached the war zone, The

" yuthless destruction of one of them
unquestionably would be an act of
war. .

On the other hand, einking of a sub-

(Concluded on Page 6, Col. 5).

Chinamen Held in Germany
On a Charge of Conspiracy

fondon, March 21.—According to re-
ports received in Amsterdam from Col-
ogre, says the Exchange Telegraph cor-
respondent in Amsterdam, 50 Chinese
res'ding in Germany, and especlally in
Berlin and Munich, were arrested yes-
terday charged with conspiracy. They
were preparing to ieave Germany with
the Chinese legation. Most of the Chin-
ese were students.

DOMINIONS HAVE VO
TOUCHING PEACE T

ltﬁperial Conference, Now Under Way, Affords
Opportunity to Express Views Fally—Strong
Desire Shown to Prosecute War.

London, March 21.—(Via . Reu-
ter's Ottawa Agency).—An authorita-
tive statetnent issued to Reuter's re-
garding the imperial war conference
saye:

«puring today’s session, which dealt
purely with preliminaries, the general
desire was expressed to ‘concentrate
all energies upon the prosecution.of
the war., Unmistagably the absence
of Australia is much regretted.. The
feeling is growing that one of the
most satisfactory features of the con-
ference is that it will afford an 9p-
portunity to the dominions to express
their views upon the terms of peace.

*“It is felt more and more that the
part they have played in the war and
the fact that they have regarded it
as their own struggle equally with
Britain’s fully entitle them to this

rig.t. From this viewpoint, as well
o8 others, the cunference is undoubt:

€dly an historic event of first im-
portance.”

B e £
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b 1 FOR RENT

36 KING EAST

Weil lighted offices. 1700 squafe feet, in-

ciuding large vault; eleva.or. Wil par-

tition to suit tenant. Immediate pospes-
slon. Apply : / :

H. H. WILLIAMS & CO. {

King Street East Main 5450
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WELCOME DELEGATES.

Canadian Associated Prees Cable. 3
London, March 21.—The imperial

conference sat two hours today aud

then adjourned until Saturday.. Pre-

1 mier Lloyd George, owing to pressure

of business, was unable to attend. All
the : Canadian ministers were present.

Today's conference was largely oc-
cupied with the procedure of the con-
ference itself, the colonial secretary
submitting a tentative list of the larg-
er subjects for discussion.

The: colonial secretary, in welcom-
ing the members of the conference,
expressed regret at the absence of
Australian representatives, but grati-
fication at. the presence of Indian re-
presentatives at such a gathering for
the first time. Representatives of the
dominions replied in congratulatory
sentences. ;

Austen Chamberlain spoke of the
satisfaction with which the gathering

would be regarded in India.

RUSSIANS PENETRATE
TURKISH TERRITORY

Trodps of Ally Advance From
Persia Into Mesopotamia.’

Petrograd, March 21.—Russian
iroops, driving southwestward from
fakkiz, Persia, have crossed the Me-
sopotamian frontier into Turkish ter-
1itory, the war office announced today.
The Turks are still in retreat in the
district southwest of Kermanshah. The
season of bad weather has begun on
the Perso-Mesopotamian fighting

front, the statement announces. It
“Caucasus front: In the direction of

Sakkiz our advanced detachments pur-
suing the Torks:have crossed the fron-
tier into Turkish térritory. In the di-
rection 6f Kermanshah the pursuit of
the Turks continues, The bad wea-
ther .segson has bégun.

“Western and . Rumanian fronts:
There has been great reconnoitring
activity by enemy detachments and
also reciprocal firing.”

Sixth German War Loan
Not Cons.dered Sueceagful

London, March 21.—A Hague despatch
from tho> correspondent of the Exchange
Telegraph Co. says:

“Phe German minisiry of finance is' or-

izing a great canvass.ing campaign for
the sixth German war loan, which, in
financial circles, is consideref less suc-
cessful than the previous loan, the sub-
scriptions being one-third lower. Beriin
ard Frankfort bankers openly state that
the present.fuilure shows the uselessness
of launching a seventh loan.”

Frontier Troops Required
To Keep Order in Berlin

S

London, March 21.—Reuter's A~
sterdam. correspondent reports that it
is rumored that serious riots have
broken out in Berlin in connection
with the scarcity of food. .

«“A despatch from Oldenzaal, FHol-
land, says persistent rumors are cur-
rent of great rioting in Berlin,” the
despatch says. “Frontier regiments
are reported to have left for Berlin
to maintain order.”

|

= WAR SUMMARY »

h THE DAY’S EVENTS REVIEWED ‘

.

AMBRALI, the great railway centre of northwestern France, has prob-
ably come under the.fire of the British guns, for the British advance,
which continued yesterday, has reached points seven or eight miles

distant, so that their long range artillery can prevent the use of its railway

station by the Germans.

Cambrai les at the head of the great railway from

Berlin which passes by the munitions factories of Belgium and Westphalia,

and from Cambrai radiate the branch lines feeding thé whole German

ont

in northwestern France. Cambrai, besides, is the nodal point of eight road-

ways, so valuable for electric and light railway lines.

The Germans virtu-

ally lost Cambrai when they lost the ridge of Bapaume and the Somme
watershed, and the loss of Cambrai carries with it the loss of northwestern

France,

The enemy may attempt stands here and there, but none of these

can be: of more than the usual strong rearguard type. He has also-the al-
E‘rhall}‘# of engaging the allies in a battle of manoeuvre in the open field.
if he risks this battle, he will probably suffer a humiliating reverse, for the

2\':nole allied preparations have taken
win a manoeuvre battle when
% *

so long a period of time in order to

trench warfare broke up.
. :

* *

The principal scene of the British advance yesterday, however, was the

district south and southwest of Peronne.
and now hold points ten miles east of the River Somme.

They made rapid progress there
They can now

ghell the Cambrai-St. Quentin railway, making it useless for the enemy. In

this section the British occupied 40 villages yesterday.

On the front be-

tween Nurlu and Arras, the enemy resisted with considerable fervor - the

British advance at a number of places.
ever, steadily drove back the German rearguards.

The British advanced guards, how-
The French on their

front retarded their advance, probably in order not to shove their right

wing too far ahead of the British, and also to permit them to make a right
wheel, pivoting on Ham and swinging their left northward from Soissons.
They forced a passage of the Somme canal at points three miles south-of
$§t. Quentin, clearing the enemy from both banks and reaching Castres and
?ontescourt. North of Tergnier and southwest of the important railway
junction of La Fere, the French made further progress, while in the Ailette
Valley they fought lively ‘skirmishes with patrols and received a lively
bombardment from strong forces of the enemy, established on the east bank

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1 ana 2)

BLONDIN T0 GO
0 s

His Battalion Will Be Sent to
the Front as a
Unit.

ammm———

TO RECRUIT BRISKLY

rolled in Sixty Days; is* «
Expectation. “

&

By a Staff Reporter. W

.Otta.wa,, March 21.—Hon. P. E, Blon~
din returned tonight to Ottawa to
wind up his connection with the post-
office department and arrange with
the minister of militiaa for authority
to begin the enlistment of. men for
the regiment .of French-Canadians
which he will take to France, It is
stated that Mr. Blondin wiil make his
headquartens for recruiting at both
Montreal and Three Rivers, and he
expects to have his thousand men en-
irolled within 60 days. The work of
eniistment will not be commenced un-
til Sir Robert Boraen cables his ap-
proval of Mr. Blondin’s plan to retire
from the government for a time and
go upon active service. The message
is expected at once.

To Front as Unit,

Already Mr. Blondin is- receiving
offers’ from  men in the Province of
Quebec to serve under  him. The
offers are from those who desire to
go as privates as well as fran men
desiring commissions. It is understood
that an exception will be made in
the case of Mr. Blondin. The policy
of the military authorities for some
time has been to break into reinforce-
ment drafts new regiments from Can-
ada and to withhold from colonels who
raise regiments the _ofportunity of
leading them on active service. In
the case of Col. Blondin, his regiment,
after. proper training, will be sent fto
the front as a unit and he will go as
the officer commanding right into the
trenches.

It has been noted here that when
Col. Blondin gets to the trenches Can-
ada will have two ex-postmaster-genh-
erals in military life in Europe. Dr,
_Beland. who is the other, after serving
the Belgian army as a surgeon, was
captured and is now in a German
inilitary prison.

SESSION OF CONGRESS
MARKS TURNING POINT

London Teleg;;ax-is Deeply Im-
pressed With Wilson’s
Proc..mation.

London, Thursday, March 22.—Presi-
dent Wilsan's proclamation convening
congress in special session, and long de-
spatches from Washington and New
York dealing with the outlook and de-
scribing the warlike preparations of the
United States, fill conspicuous places in
the news celumns of the morning news-
papers today. The Daily Telegraph, how-
ever, alone ¢omments on the situation.

“The first week of April,” says th's
newspaper, . “will see the recognition by
the .United States that a state of war
with Germany exists. It is a spectacle
that may well engage the attention of
Europe, for it is the turning point in. the
world’s history, as well as of the history
of the United Sta?s. o o pr: o RININS IR
Germany who madé up their minds that
nothing was to be feared from American
intervention are l'kely to be rudely de-
ceived in a short time.”

Food Strikes Break Out in
Five Plants in Dusseldorf

London, March 21.—An Exchange Tele-
graph despatch from Rotterdam -says:

“Qur frontier <correspondent under-
stands that five munition factorfes in
Dusseldor! have been {he scenes of
strikes during the last 48 hours in pro-
test against the smell rations entailed
by the reductions in the meat. bread and
potato allowances introduced last week.

Thousand Men Will Be En-|
3 |

LATE

NEWS

been drowned. :

BULLETINS

Two British M ine-Sweepers Sunk

“YTondon, March 21.-—T%®o British mine-sweepers have been sunk, ac-
¢ording to an admiralty announcement tonight.
casualties, in the other fourteen men are missing

In one case there were no
and are presumed to have

¢ Try to Destroy

bombs with percussion caps and fime I
German steamers Deike Rickmers,
March 14 by the Chinese authorities.
and parts of it were niissing.’

Peking, March 19— (Delayed)--Chinese

Interned Ships Y
naval officers-at Shanghai found
uses, fixed yndeér the machinery of the

Sikiang and Albenga, which were seized
The ‘machinery had been dismantled,

London, March 21.—According

Telegraph from Amsterdam.
“American journalists in Berlin,

warned to this effect by the foreign office.”

v v U.S. Clote to State of War

to ‘private ‘telegrams. from ‘Berlin to

the Amsterdam bourse, it is.expected that a state of war with the U. 8. will
be an accomplished fact within 48 hours,

says a despatch to

» the despatch adds, ‘“have been
% V;g
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Britain to Encourage
rs of Russia|

i

_gratulating People
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Govertiment Will  Introduce

sdice “Resolution Con-
Estab~

of Russia on

lishment of Free Institutiofs.

Lodnon, March 21.—A resolution

will have as its object the giving of e
ernment of Russia, follows:

: “Resolved that this house sends
Fussian people its heartfelt congra
them of free institutions,

the rapid and happy progress of the Russian nation,

with renewed steadfastness and vigor
autocrat militarism, which threatens t

of greeting to the Russian Duma and

the people of Russia on the establishment of free instifutions in that country,
will be introduced in.ihe house’ of comméns tomoIrrow by the government,

The resolution which Andrew Bonar Law;

chancellor of the exchequer, said
ncouragement to the provisional gov-

the duma fraternal greetings and the

tulations upon the establishment amongst

in-full confidence that they will lead not only to
but fo the prosecution

of the war against the stronghold of
he liberty of Europe.”

DUTCH HARSORS BARRED
' TO U. S. ARMED SHIPS

Hollﬁnd’s Attitude in  Princess
" Melita Case Unsatisfactory to
Allies.

London, March 21.—A déspatch to
Reuter's Telegram Co. from Amsterdam

says: %

It is understood that the Dutch Gov-
ernment has intimated that it is not pra-
pared to allow armed American mer-
chantmen in Dutch harbors. Acgording
to the view in well-informed circies, the
Duich reply to representations arising
out of the British steamer Princess Mel-
ita case will be unsatisfactory from the

entente standpoint, :

of Hollend during the even-

at the Hgok
was

ing of Mhrch 5,

fensively armed
to enter Dutch ports.

MARRIED IN ENGLAND.

Associated, Press Cable.
March. 21.—The marriage

Cesadian
London,
is announced of Lieut. Clifford Ayrton,

England, Liverpool . Regiment, son of
the late Reebaid Ayrton, Eng and, Gil-
stead Hall, Yorkshire, to Miss Valerie
Vizart dé Bury, daughter of Lieut.-
Col. - Count de Bury, Canadian 1i§ld
force, and Countess de Bury of Win-
nipeg. The bride was attended by her
sister, Miss Joan de Bury, the grooms-
man being Capt. R. Corbett, provost
marshal of the Canadian artillery.

TEN O'CLOCK TODAY DINEEN'S
FIRE SALE.

The stock.of the Dineen Company
that was on the” premises the night
of the fire must be cleared out quickly
& that repairs may be made to the
building. The longer the store re-
mains in its present condition ths
greater will be the ultimate loss due
to the fire- Price sacrifices are
thel efore a minor consideration.

The sale will be resumed this morn-
ing at 10 o'cock. Dorw’'t minl the
crowd. Come in and get what you
want. It will be well worth . your
while. Dineen’s.. cannot afford to
wait, and that is why the items of

The steamer Princess Melita arrived !

CROWD DEMANDS
- CAPTIVES' HEADS

Demonstration. Takes. -Place
QOutside of Duma at
Petrograd. -

TO GRANT FAIR TRIAL

Political Prisoners Receive
Fair Treatment—Permitted
Food Allowance.

London, March 22.—A Reuter des-
patch from Petrograd savs that the
Finnish Dlet will reassemble on April

4,

According to this despatch a crowd
assembled outside the duma Wednes-
day carrying -red flags, on one of
which was inscribed: “Death to those
arrested!”

Cries = demanding executions also
were raised.

The minister of justice, A. F. Kereus-
sky, has issued 'a proclamation point-
ing out that none of the rewvolutionary
or Socialist parties -have urged vio-
lence or condemnation without trial,
and adding:

“There is reason to believe that such
exhortations to violence have been
prompted by a former member of the
secret police and provocatory organi-
zations.”

The imprisoned ministers and other
officials in the St. Peter and St. Paul
fortress are being treated scrupulously.
According to the regulations of the old
regime they were allowed forty ko-
pecks daily for food. They are not
aliowed to give interviews and their
correspondence -is. being controlled.
They are permitted to wear their own
clothes.

The correspondent says ' that pre-
cautions are being taken to prevent
anv of the prisoners from committing
suicide. They are allowed from 10 to
20 minutes for exercise twice daily.

CANADIANS INVESTED.

Canadian Associated Press Cable.

London, March 21.—The following
Canadians were invested at Bucking-
ham Palace: Distinguished Service

stock in furs, millinory and men’s
hats are reduced to prices that are
mere fractions of the actual cost.
Visit the store early, “Dineen’s, 140

“The workers refused to resume work
undess the food tations ere o

Yorge street. 2 e et

Order, Major Frank Arno'd, artillery;
Military Cross, Major William Macaw,
infantry; Capt.. William Nicholson,
medicals: Capt..Frederick Button, in-
fantry, attached flying corps.
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North of Soissons Considerable Pro

~ during the last 24 hours

The Exchange |

Tess
is Made by French Troops, With an
Advance North of Tergnier—British
Advance Rapidly South and South-
east of Redeemed City of Peronne.

London, March 21.—The capture of forty more villages on
the front in France is announced in the official statement from

British headquarters tonight.

The communication says: : ¢l

“South and southeast of Peronne we have advanced rapidly

and reached pointsisome 10 miles to the

east of the River Somme. We have occupied another forty villages
in this area. ' ; e : 3

“Between Nurlu and Atras the enemy is beginning to develop
considerable resistance at a number of piaces.- Nevertheless his
rear guards are being steadily driven from their positions and our

“We carfied out successful raids during the night east = of
Arvas and northeast of Neuville St. Vaast. - A hostile raiding party
east of Neuville St. Vaast was repulsed.

“The enemy blew a mine this moming southeast of Ypres,

A semicofficial communication. isted in Pacis today  abso-
lutely denies the German ,ﬁ‘mﬂi\h that the retrea ting troops on

i il >
¥ i T

P . andS nish

streams were chemically poisoned or defiled.” :

The official communication issued by the French war office
tonight reads: j !

“North of Ham the situation is without change. Qur' light
forcuremahineontutwithtlnmybetmeowymdSt;
Quentin.

“East of Ham we forced
oftheanlloftbeSommedupitahvdy'
mans. The operation, conducted vigorously, enabl
the north and east margins of canal and drive back the enemy
ufarutheoutddrbof‘cmdm - Inundations
kuvobeenamedbytheunmy_inﬂliquion. Miro Al

“Mmtd&evmnguhfaoowﬁmib&.mwaof
St.Quentinareinﬂ-mu. ; : 3

“Wehnvednneeduorthof'l'ergnia'(wﬂchhm,t
of Lafere). In the valley of the Ailette there have been skirmishes
between patrols. The enemy, who occupies in force the east bank
oftbeCroutCandmltheAﬂcm,huMwlinah,-
lively bombardment. ¢ ; ' ;

“In the region north of Soissons we made  considerable
progress and fought several quite spirited engagements. Mot of

“wdhﬂmeﬁemywmm‘\ at-
The day was relatively calm on the rest of the front.”

ian communication: .

tbumornmathvophcunpmage
resistance by the Ger-
, enabled us to clear

GrachtenmdSmm
Gen. Nivelle’s entry into
eral and his aides alighted from an
Sohwcebelrdwtbemdmd&ehnned
soldiers were wet with tears. o
Themyoroftbetown,urromdodbyambuofold_m,
advanced toward Gen. Nivelle. A child with her hair done up
withh'ieoloredribbomoﬁeredabomtbthem-l,qumk
the child in his arms and kissed her. Gen. Nivelle then visited the
ho:pitalandamidapplmep'umedawlrmou!be habit of
SisterRomulld,wbodwhgthethiﬂymonﬂlpinwhicbﬂum
wmkdby&ecmmﬂnmmh&eh-
habitants. - -
Becameoftbepredpihtedepmdtbe'&rmmrioyon
suffered less than Roye. Nevertheless a number of houses were
destroyed, notably the cathedral. The Germans blew up the rail-
road station on the eve of their departure. The historic fountain
is intact..
'Besidectheﬁﬂyyowgihwboarereporbdo!ﬁddly to
bavebeentakenoﬂ,thecermmareuidnlwtohve carried
awayuhoohzulZymgmen,oevenlpﬁahydocton,m"
and some notabilities. P s e M0

Noyon was impressive. As the gen-
automobile the notes of the
of the people was great.
faces of the
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