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Tn spite of many marked ilitTerences, there has always seemed to
me to 1.0 an analojry, I would say, a correspondence, between the North
Sea or (ieniian Oiean. and tlie (lulf of St. Lawrence. I haw often
thoufrht of Elisee ]{eelus' view that " tlie western coasts of Europe and
Africa correspond with the eastern coast of this continent, not with the
western as analojiy would indicate."'

Both seas are. towards the nortli, bound east and west bv elevated
ancient rock-formations. Xorway and P.ritain alike jiresentin.' to the
Kii bold rujrped ramparts, just as Gaspe an<l Xewfo-mdiand ""do ; but
there is no counterpart of Labrador in tlie case of the Xorth Sea.

Both, ajrain, become extronicly shallow in their southern portions,
the nnresistin<r arenaceous beaches, of recent fonnation. and the friable'
chalk cliffs facinjr the fjnrman Ocean the sea perpetuallv devours, or as
in the case of tho Xctherlands. lar-e tracts of country are inundated
by it just as the Chipie.to Islliiniis is still to some . uent inundated
to-day, and must formerly have been wholly subiiierjred.

Wcri' til,' Gulf ami Ihiij of FiiikIii roiiliinioiix:'

If there was communication !» twecn Miiias i;,: a and TTalifax
Harbour by the Stewiacko Valley, Grand Lake, and the lakes near
Windsor Junction, to which <roolofrists may. perhaps, raise insuperable
objections, then the occiuivnce of oysters about Halifax Harbour, Jod-
dore Head, and even further cast, can be tmderstood.

^^

The re-ion at the head of the Bay of Fundv at any rate has been,
one of exceptional gtx.lopical disturbance and complexity" as Dr

Georpe I)aws..n said, and. if Prince Edward Island has been elevated not
much before or after, peologically spcakin<r. then the fauna of the Pas-
Mmaquoddy waters and further south would have continuitv with the
waters of the Gulf of St. Lawrence. But, it mav be objected that the
oyster is practically absent from the Bay of Fundv proper, which forms
as It were a non-ostrciite region between the prolific areas of Connecti-
cut, Xew York. Maryland, etc., on the south, and Xorthumberland
Straits on the north. With the closing of the Bay of Fundy its condi-
tions. It must be remembered, would so change that the high tides the
famous " bore," the increase in mud deposits, the stranding of ice in
the shallows, and other physical, chemical, and biological changes
sufficiently account for the disappearance of the ovster. The Gulf ice
would moreover not be retained in the cnl-dr-sac fonncd by St George's
Bay and the Inverness shore of Cape Breton. If the northern ice passed
into the Gulf at all to the extent to which it does now. it would be
earned, with the local fields of ice. down the Bav of Fii.h!v. ..nd w.„l^
oi.Nippcar rapidly as it passed into the warmer zones.
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