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and, wliile iidniittiiii,' the proHonco of modern types of niolluskH, consid-
ered lliiit tlie eepliiilopods were .stronger evidence of tlieir Cretaeeous iigc.

lie also statod that he liad obtained a eolleetion of fossils from Xanaimo,
Vaneouyer island, that proved the Crotaeoous n<?e of the eoal l)e<ls at that
l»luee. These fossils were plaeeil in the liands of i'rofessor F. 15. Meek,=i=
who soon afterward deserihed them. Althou-h at that time he thou-iit
that the entire eolleetion eame from Xanaimo, he helicived that two dis-
tinct horizons were n^presented. Many yoai-s afterward, when repuh-
lishin.ir the descriptions with li,trures,t he stated that only those species
whicli he helieved to he the older eame from Xanaimo. while the others
were from Como.x, northwest of Xanaimo, and from Sneia island. Those;
from the last two localities were thou-rht to indicate al.ont the horizon of
the Fort Pierre shales, or nmnher 4 of Meek and Ilavden's upper Mis-
souri seetion.J

In 1858 I)r B. F. Shumard ^ deserihed three species of Cretaceous
fossils from Nanainio, and in ISCI Dr .lames llc-ctor

|| pul.Iished an
account of the Nanainio eoallieUl, uivin-r the evidence of its Cretace-
ous age.

Views nf ir. M. f;,M.^Vl^ to this tinu' l.oth the oeolo-ic and the pale-
ontologie work had l.eeii mainly preliminary, tlu; hitter based on very
small collections l.rouiiht ir, hy exnlon^rs

; and it was not until 1SG4,
when the first volume of the Paleontoh.ixy ,,f California was pul.lished'
that any serious attompt was made to classify the Cretaceous formations
of tlu! Pacitio coast or to present their paleont.olo,-ry in a systematic
maimer. In that volume Mr \V. M. Cai)!) deserihed al.out 2(>0 species
of fossils whi(!h he referred to the Cretaceous. In the introduction some
general statements concerning the elassilication and correlation of the
California Cretaceous Avcre given hy Professor .1. 1). Whitney,*; the state
geoh)gist, on the authority of Mr (;al)h. All the Cretaceous" beds on the
I'acitie coast were assigned to two divisions (.1 and />'). which were to-
gether supi)ose(l to represent the Upper Chalk or Whitt; Chalk of Furope
and the Fort Pierre and Fox Hills groups of the upper .Missouri, although
the Cretaceous of the latter region .seemed to have no species in conunon
with the California strata.

T/ie lejoa Coutmrer.vj.—Thv. puhlieation of this volume precipitated a
discission between Messrs Cial)b, Conrad and others as to the age of

*Tnuis. Albuny In.ititut-, vul. iv, l«r)S-'fi4, pp. ;!r,-49.

t Hull. V. S. G<'ol. Siirv. 'l\n., vol. ii, IsTfi, pp. ;(r,i-.i7i.

ri'I.e siiinc opinion is express.;.! in l>rof..ssoi- .Meeli's li.st woi'lc, U. S. (ieol. Siirv. Terr vol i.x
hivert. Paleontology,

J). XXV.
' '

ii Trims. St. Louis Aeiiil. Si'i,, vol. i, ls.">s, pp. ]-j.'i-i .',-,.

IH^iiiirf. .Joiir. (ieol. So.:. 1^)1111., vol. xvji, Isiil, pp. IJS-l:!.;,

11 I'llleolltoloKV of Cill., vol. i, 18ti4, p. xix.
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