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Hingiiliirly tumbleil tliou^h rounded masMOs, Imt inoronsinj:!; in

iiltitudo and compactness as they approach tlu? centre ol' the

Cascade rang.', snowy peaks, pine-chid slo[)es, rngged cliOs and

precipices, naked, shapeless masses ortra])pean and granitic focka

jmyecting upwards to vast heights, gloomy valleys and i)lctu-

resque waterfalls; these, In constant succession, Ibrni an ii;:gve-

gate of sublime and wild, though strangely desolate and unat-

tr.'itive scenery.

liik*^ North Bentinck Ai-m, we are told, in these general

(haracteristics, though perhaps even nioi'e wild and hlcak as

the latitude Increases, are the other iidets on tlie nori Invest

coast. In all th«' mailner meets with water of vast depth and

rarely encounters obstacles to r. ivigation in the shape of rocks

or shoals, though all are alike subject to violent wIikih and pow-

erful tides and therefore unfavourable to navigation by sailing

vessels of large size.

North I'entlnck Arm receives at its h(>ad the waters of the

Bella Coola or Nooklialk river, a rajtid m(*untain stream i)ro-

bably 8 > mil s in length, which, rising beyond the princi[)al

crest of the Cascade i^Iountains, Hows through and drains a por-

tion ol'that range and, subsequently, the chasm or valley Ibrm-

ed by the continuation of the mountain Avails of North Bent luck

Arm. Another stream of smaller dimensions, called by the na-

tives Taantsnce, flows through a gap in the range to the north

of the arm and discharges itself into its northeastern corner.

On the 2nd of July 1862, at 1 p.m., the thermometer in the

shade standing at 50° Fahrenheit, the temperature of the Nook-

balk river was ascertained to be 49°7 Fahrenheit, and the same

result was obtained with regard to the water of the head of the

arm, which, owing to the volume of the Nookhalk, is fresh for

some distance outAvards.
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