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of Romuhis, they were outcasts, vagabonds and crlmi-
nals; in a great degree brought togetlier by the novelty
of the preacher's reputation, by curiosity to hear his
doctrmes, by the fascination of extreme creduhty,, by
restlessness, by resentment against the whites, and by
poverty and unpopularity at home."* To preserve an
influence over such a body of men, to use them suc-
cessfully as propagandists of his new doctrines, and,
at the same time, prevent their aggressions upon the
whites, who were oftentimes themselves the aggressors,
required no small degree of talent; and called into
activity the utmost powers of the Prophet's mind. In
addition to these adverse circumstances, he had to en-
counter the opposition of all the influential chiefs in tlie

sunounding tribes ; and a still more formidable adver-
sary in the poverty and extreme want of provisions,
\yhich, on several occasions, threatened the total disrup-
tion of his party, and undoubtedly led to many of the
thefts and murders on the frontiers, of which loud and
frequent complaints were made by the agents of the Uni-
ted States. In a word, difficulties of various kinds were
constandy recurring, which required the most ceaseless
vigilance and the shrewdest sagacity on the part of the
two brothers to obviate or overcome. The Prophet had
a clear head, if not an honest heart ; courteous and in-
sinuating in his address, with a quick wit and a fluent
tongue, he seldom came out of any conference without
rising in the estimation of those who composed it. He
was no Avarricr, and from the fact of his never having
engaged in a battle, the presumption has been raised
that he was wanting in physical courage. With that
of cowardice, the charge of cruelty has been associa-
ted, from the cold-blooded and deliberate manner in
which he put to death several of those who were sus-
pected of having exercised an influence adverse to his
plans, or calculated to lessen the value of the inspired
character which he had assumed. Finally, it may be
said of him, that he was a vain, loquacious and cun-
ning man, of indolent habits and doubtful principles.

Plausible but deceitful, prone to deal in the marvellous.

* North American Review.


