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DESCRIPTIVE GEOGRAPHY. Part in

rword ; uJien in the twelfth, thirteontli, and fburtncn cvnturiefl. Tlia aqueducts, nluicna,

and otiier works connected with thorn, are till the admiration of ei)|fineer!<. '!'hey are now
DO divided ard nubilivided, aa tu convey the means of irrigation almost into >.. ty lirld; and
in this southern clime, where nothinff almost but water is wanted, the increase tortility 14

almost incredible. The produce is sometimes more than tripled ; and grtum may be mown
three, four, and flro times in the ^ear. The property of water, thus the |frn.«l instruiuiiit

of cultivation, ia fixc<i and distributcHl by the minutest refpilations. Every |>i >
' nnwly

discovered belongs to the proprietor of the (ground, and is by him imniodintely oonwrtcd into

• little canal. The e.:n'<isurea are small, and surrounded, fbr the sake ot »] i<le, by pciplm <

and mulberri troes, which f(ivo the country a rich wooded appearance. The in-stcaaiii{n

are kept very unat ami clean. In the Tuscan vaJe of the A mo, ttie irriffalmgf syntt^m w
practised on a ditrercnt and still more elaborate metlioil. The steeps ot the AiMuinine,

fh>m which the waters poured down only in irregular torrents, seemed incompatible m (h

such a process. Recourse was had to the terrace Bystcm, which, though not uncommon in

Asia, is in Europe almost exclusively Italian. The procenscs by which level spots have been
formed on the sides of the titecpcst mountains, naked rocks covered with eartli, torrenta

confined within walls, and (fuidca in littli> can. U along almost every field, could only have
been effected by the Florentine merrhniili m t'cir greatest prosjwrity. The people of the

present age with difficulty support ..< i ' / v • . mses of repairing ana keeping up these

most useful works. The cultivi .m ot Na, uoes not require such elaborate processes.

All that is there wanted ia sh id'., >. hicn iij procu' "d bv dividing the country into very small

iields less than an acre, and pi . mi ' -<ch side with high trees, round which vines are

trained. The land is o'. 'O"*^ entirely ulled with tlie spade; but the poor cultivator ia

obliged to give two third" .1 ' ad of one-half, to the proprietor. The Neapolitan Apcnnine
ia not cultivated wi^'i .

' me elaboruto care as the Tuscan , but nature profusely covers

it with the chestnut and tlio olive. An entirely different system prevails in the jfrcat ma'
remmas or plains along the sea-coast, which, from some cause not fully asci.rtaincd, are

filled at a certain season with air so pestilential, that human beings cannot remain for any
length of tini" without the loss of heolth, and even of life. These wide plains, surrounding

the greatest cities of Italy, present a scene of the most dreary desolation, and are covered

merely with wandering herds, watched by a few mounted shepherds, who, however habitu-

ated to the climate, laix ur under constant debility. Once in about six years each spot ia

brought under the plough, for which purpose numerous bodies of labourers are brought fVom

Rome and Sienna ; and sometimes a hundred ploughs are employed at once, in order to get

over as soon as possible this dangerous operation. The farmers are few in number, not more
than eighty in the whole Roman state. They reside constantly in the cities, have large

camtals, and long leases; and some of them have I'vo stock worth lj^5,000.

The objects of agriculture in Italy are numerous and important They include ffrain of

all the most valuable descriptions. The wheat of Sicily, and still more of Sardinia, ia

reckoned the finest in Europe. Maize is a prevalent grain, chiefly for the food of the lower

orders ; and even rice is raised with success, and to a considerable extent, in the inundated

tracts of Lombardy. Silk is an universal staple, and of very fine quality. The export of it,

in a raw or thrown state, since the decline of internal manufactures, has been the main basis

of Italian commerce : it is sent to all the manufacturing countries, and shares with that of

China and Bengal the market of Britain. The vine finds almost everywhere a favourable

situation, and is cultivated : but the juice no longer preserves the fome of the ancient Faler-

nion. It is in general too aweet, and too imperfectly fermented, to admit of exportation.

Mr. Eustace endeavours to turn this circumstance to the honour of the national character,

conceiving that the sober Italian, who drinks to quench thirst, has no motive to study the

preparation of a delicate wine. The wines of Naples and S icily are the best, and are some-

times seen at the tables of the great in foreign countries. The Muscatel and other Sicilian

W' 1. ar< .so extremely luscioun, that only one or two glassrs can be taken at a time. That
ibijiii', Ij wov^jr, has another kind, th" Llarsala, often sent to America and the West Indies,

wbcw; 1' •'
r for Madei xhe olive grows in very great luxuriance in Naples, on the

r;-<\y'i'i .;; i the Apennines; and the oil made from it is more highly cptreined than any
utacr, ai least for use in the finer wooll'' . manufactures, whence it finds in England a steady

demand, under the name of Gal)'pv>li. Cattle are not particularly numerous; but many of

them, from their qualities, are singularly valuable. Pre-eminent among these are the cowa
fed in the pastures of the Parmesan, and the country around Lodi, which produce the cheese

considered superior in richness and flavour to any other in the world. The cattle are of the

Hungarian breed, crossed with the Swiss; they are fed in the stall upon mown grass; and

numbers of the small proprietors keep a dairy in common, that they may conduct the pro*

cess on a large scale. The cattle on the Apennines -"-o of a small gray kind, which Mrs.

Graham praises as the most beautiful of their specie * ; but they give little milk, and Hf>flr

being employed in labour are driven down to the Maremma to 1» fattened fbr the city mar-

kets. The sheep abound in all the mountainous districts, and their wool is generally

esteemed. That of the Venetian hills has, by crossing with the merinoi been rendered


