
Sloom which eneirelei the former, and howeter jattly a
oughtfal man may eometlmea conclade that the timea are

out of joiot, it ia wlier and more condnoiye to happiuen to

adopt a charitable constrnction, and indalge in the viaiona of
hope ; and it V$f^Wy»mif^ ^^m^Wj^f* conaidered,

the melanchouc la Iom liKely to be a nsefulmember of society

than bis aangnine neighbour;—for the sad mniingsof tho
one are apt to Inll him into'Btmijber, while the entliaBiaim of

the other impeli him to " expect great thinga, and attempt
great things,''—and the nfoew of the attempt is often found
to be strikingly proportioned to the extent and boidoesa of

serficeable to
iiVlVV-V^ 1\ .'^.^ ^Yr

tjxte serficeable to botn classes to take a survey of
events at distant periods, in order that, contrasting the state

of Bocietv at.thP pMRfflAPC^Rient 9f ftJ^iTASi^r^tlvith its state

at the cloae, a more correct estimate may be formed. A
suitable opportunity is now furnished for such an exercise.

We have entered on the closmg year of the first half of the

nineteenth century. A review of the fifty years will be ap-
pr^Hate andlnalraccive.

nmnatnot be atippoeed, however, that it will be possible

on tMs occashmto Mesent anjfthing like a coninlete sui^vey

—

for th^ field le too extensi^eiand the multitude of objeeta-too

giest. In somii ttaipe^ts, too, I'might be ib danger of trench-

ing on the Umits jimeiitly set to your diseussiofis :->.auoh an
^itof raiiovid bb Uidet ttruuiilously anxious to hold. It will

obier^e thaibe' proper, there(b|«, to that I shall only take a very

6f$Mitf notice otihe teneral history of the period, purnosioff

(oinMct your auenflMf, especially, to matters cbttoeotea w4tb

itknU^t Iiteratiirr,'and social progress.
' At the oy^nhag olf the yesT 1800, Buonaparte was First

Cohsul of Fruneil. ' Fbnr yearis' after he beeadie fimperor,

and for tf n years neirty all Europe was awayed by him, its

respective kingdoms being subjected to His influence, or made
to feel the power Of his irms. It might be aaid of him, as of

Ne^uehsdnexzar, the proud King of flabylon, " WhOth he
wOuid he set up, and whom he would he put down>^wbom
lie would he slew, and whom he would he kept alive."

Fearful were the ravages he committted, &nd terrific the

waate of human life occaaioned by his insatiable ambition.

The fairest portions of the old continent were desolated by
his armies. The forced conscription, deluging France with

misery~and the battle-fields of Marengo, Austerlitz, Jisna,

and Waterloo—together with the blood-soaked plaini^ of Rus-
sia, attested hia itnpUcable fiercenesa, and the reckless de-
termination with which he pursued the object in view, ooute

qu^il coute. His abdication restored peace to Europe, and
that peace was undisturbed, with slight variations, till 1848,

When the thiki Frenksh revolution, (the second tookj^scein
lUO, when Ghartea X, waa expelled, and Lpiiis Philippe

o


