
22 On the date of the first Discovery of the American Continent.

search of the island of Brazil and i\\v seven cities, according to the fancy of this

Genoese. The Kiiit;' determined to send out (ships) hecause, the year before,

they In'oug'ht certain news that they had found land. His tlect consisted of live

vessels, ^vhieii carried provisions for one year. It is said that one of them, in

whicli one Friar IJuil Avent, has returned to Ireland in great distress, the ship

being much damaged. The Genoese has continued his voyage. I have seen, on

a chart, the direetion whicli tliey took, and the distance they sailed; and I think

what they havt> found, or what lh(>y arc; in search of, is wliat your Highnesses

already jjussess It is exi)ected that they will be back in llie month of Scptcm])er.

1 writt" this ])eeauM> the King of England lias often spok'Mi to me on this subject,

and he tiiinks that vour lliiihnesscs will take "Teat interest in it. I think it is

not further distant than four hundred leagues. I told him that, in my opinion,

the land was already in the possession of your AEajesties ; but though I gav(^ hin\

my reasons, he did not like them. I believe that your Highnesses are already

im'ormed of this matter; and I do not now^ send the chai't or uwpa umndl which

tiiat man has made, and which, according to my opinion, is false, since it makes

it appear as if the land in question was not the said islands." Can anything

moi(^ distinctly state than this letter does, that, though the Bristol people had

sent out expeditions every year since ll'Jl, the King now sent out siiips only

because now, at length, in 1 ti)7, " they brought certain news that they had

fouiu' land ?
"

But again :—if new lands in the West had been discovered in llOl by John or

Se])astian Cabot, Venetians in England who took a pride in the glory of their

country, as represented I)y the discoverer, who was their countryman, would not

have been asleep either to the fact or to its importance, nor would the unques-

tioned discovery of 1 197 have bc^cn made the one great subject of claim to

distinction. But what do we tlnd ?

Tlie following is a letter dated from London, 23rd August, 1197, from liorenzo

Pasqualigo to his brothers Alviso and Francesco, about a fortnight after Cabot's

return from his successful voyage in 1197 :
—

" The Venetian, our countryman, who went with a ship from Bristol in quest

of new islands, is I'etumed, and says that 700 leagues hence he discovered land,

the territory of the Grand Cliam (Grand Cam). He coasted for 300 leagues and

landed ; saw no luunan beings, but he has brought hither to the King certain

snares which had l)een set to catch game, and a needle for making nets ; he also

found some felled tret^s, wherefore he supposed there were inhabitants, and re-

turned to his ship in alarni.


