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Garry, in that portion of Rupert's Land which has since become the Province
o'' Manitoba, murdered Thomas Scott. An unlawful, ordinary homicide is a
startliug and shocking occurrence in a civilized and Christian community at

any time, but the kiUinsf of Scott is taken out of the category of com-non
homicides. So dreadful and so horrible was it that even those who at iirst felt

disposed to 8y;jpathize with the cause of the insurrectionary movement would
not believe it pogsible until the dark deed was perpetrated. The kno\/ledge of
it sent a thrill of horror throughout the Dominion of Canada and the civilized

world, and struck the hearts of the settlers of Rod River with shuddering terror
;

md although now over four years have passed away, that crime is still ro-

garded by the people of Red River and the Dominion of Canada with unabated
abhorrence; and not a solitary individual has ever dared to speak or write a
single sentence, I will not say in jubtification, but even in extenuation, palMation,
excuse or apology of its enormity ; and the evidence given on your trial, instead
of relieving, has added to and increased the dark shadows surrounding that
awful tragedy. A jury, the majority of whom are natives of Rod River, for two
weeks have patiently listened t) all that could be said in your defence . Your
counsel, most sympathetic, learned, able and eloquent gentlemen, have done
all that could bo done in you' behalf. In your defence they were allowed the
widest latitude ; but to the credit of human nature and to the honor of the
profess^n be it said, during their entire defence they had not one syllable in

jastifict.tion or apology to offer for the awful crime of which you have been
convicted. They did for you all that great ability and great eloquence with
the greatest liberty of defence could accomplish. The question of your guilt

or innocence was fairly left to that jury by the Court — your counsel having
taken no exception to the charge. That jury have pronounced you guilty ; and
I must say I do not well see how they could have done otherwise. Indeed I do
not believe twenty respectable French i/^^ts can be found in the whole Rod
River Settlement who would not have come to the same conclusion—and who do
not now approve of the verdict of that jury—whatever native Canadians may
say in respect of it. 5fou can claim no consideration on the ground of ignorance
or misapprehension. P6re Ritchot swjars he advised you and others of the risk

and the danger you incurred in the movement in which you and your confrhres

were engaged. L&ng prior to the commission of this offi^-nce, you had before

you the Proclamation of the Governor General, issued by the order of the

Ciueen, forgiving you and your associates in treason all you and they had done
up to that time

;
provided you returned to an b.,ervance of the liivx and obedienc

to the lawful authorittj of this Ian I. You were assured by official docuinents

under the hand of the Governor-General and proceeding from the Privy Council

of Canada, that all possible grievances, if »!:> existed, should be redressed
; that

the most generous and liberal policy towards the inhabitants of Red R'ver

should be pursued in dealing with the North West Territories, and in thus
carrying out the policy of the Empire — that all their possessory and other

rights should be respected ; — in short you were informed that the Imperial

measure of uniting Rupert's Land and the Indian Teriitories to Canada had
be"U conceived as much in the interests of the population of Red River as in

that of Canada and the Empire at lar<i;e. To enforce those views and to render

conviction of their truth irrfsistiblw, gentlemen of unquestionable iat^grity and
such as must have commanded your cunfidenco and that of the misguided men
over wiio-^i you assumed to exercise control, or with whom you were associated

iu your unreasonable and unlawful rebellion to the constituted authority of the

country, were sent to you as special commissioners. For what was t^ono by
you and your associates from that lime onward, whatever may be said as to what
was done pricr thereto, you and your associutts stand before the world without

a shadow of excuse or justification. You would not heed the waruingo—you
would not listen to what you knew was the truth. You imprisoned, and I may
say from what has been disclosed on this trial, tortued those innocent of even
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