
12

the history of this question, which has been most

accurately given by Lorenzo Sabine, Esq., in his

very able reports to the Boston Board of Trade.

It is sufficient for us to know that for forty years

the use, by American citizens, of the in-shore

fisheries upc i the coast of British America was in

controversy between the two Governments,—that

every year American fishing vessels were seized or

driven off, it being impossible to define accurately

a sea-line of five thousand miles—that disputes

were endless, tending ultimately to the employment

of naval forces, with evident danger of hostile col-

lisions and of war.

On the other hand, the Canadians, seeing the

great staples of the United States freely admitted

into every part of the British Empire, naturally

claimed that their breadstuffs should pass with

equal fi-eedom into the United States, the greater

portion being only in transitu to the mother country.

The maritime provinces, admitting breadstufl^s from

the United States duty free, and all their manufac-

tures under low import duties, not exceeding 10 to

12J per cent, naturally claimed that their own

unmanufactured staples should be admitted free

into this country. They as fairly claimed that their

tonnage should be entitled to the right of registry

in the UMted States, and to participate in its

coasting trade. ,> .

The Reciprocity Treaty was a compromise of
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