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with their progress, and above troublinp^ themselves with investi-

gating tlie causes of it, make each other believe that they stand

alone as an innately energetic people. Moreover, ninety-nino

out of every hundred of our emigrants know little or nothing of

their native kingdom beyond the locality in which they have boon

brought up, and generally nothing more than the outside appear-

ance of that ; so that when they cross the Atlantic everything is as

new .and wonderful to them as London or Birmingham would

be if they had been taken to these cities instead, and tliey very

soon gratify all they talk to by agreeing that what they have not

seen does not exist, and ' that there is nothing equal to tliis in tlit

Old Country.' To such persons it is of no conscqu^noe that flftv

physiologists assert that the Anglo-Saxon race degenerates in

America, and that it cannot be kept up beyond its natural region

without constant act.^Msi<ms of new blood. They point to New
York as a fact worth a dozen theories. I3ut the growth of this

city proves nothing on the general subject—it is a testimony

to the energy of its actual inhabitants, but nothing more. As
the Atlantic port of an interior country of great extent and vast

promise. New York has certainly attracted many native-born

Americans to settle within its bounds for the purposes of traffic

;

but it is from this side of the Atlantic that its main increase has

been drawn. I'^very manufacturing district in Euro])e, and every

large commercial port, has sent its agencies and branch establish-

ments with similar trading objcxts; so that, during these sixty years,

New York may be said to have been built up by Europe ratlui

than by the exerticms of America herself.

The- progress in population of Glasgow and New York, savs

Mr. Johnston, is represented by the following decennial returns :

—

'.NOII-l. .1820-1. 18:!0-1. IR-lll-1. 184,). 18:)0.

Glasgow, 77,OUO 147,043 •20:i,4-Jfi 28-2,134 — 3G7,SO0
Probablv

New York, 60,489 123,706 203,007 312,710 371,102 400,000

'These numbers show that, without any of the advantages of an
eiionnous transit-trade, Glasgow lias in a remarkable decree kept pace
with New York. During tiie first thirty years of the century, New
York barely gained upon it the originai tlitierence of 17,000 souls.

During the last twenty, its comparative progress lias been more
rapid, lint then tuw-Ji/ths of the New York popnlafio?i are foreigners
horn, and they and their families make up more than half the inha-
bitants, lioth cities.it is true, have been almost equally indebted to

immigration, but—excei)t the low Irish who have been drifted into

both cities, and wiio are an incubus rather than an ai<l, and far from
being an element of progress— (J lasgow is peopled wholly by native-
born Scotch. 'J'jiis city, therefore, may be regarded as a true testimotiy
to the enterprise and perseverance of the people wiio iidiabit tiie westein
Lowlands of Scotland. It is far more wonderful, as the result of half

a century
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