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INTRODUCTION.
I)ark on board fomeofour menof war, which arc fcnt

t)n thefe diftant cruifes, a perfon, who with the character

of an engineer, and the fkill and talents necefTar^ to that

profetnon, (hould be employed in drawing fuch Coails,

and planning fuch harbours, as the fhip (hould touch at,

and in making fuch other Obfervations of all kinds, as

might either prove of advantage to future navigators, o|^

might any ways tend to promote the publick fervice.

Beiides, perlbns habituated to this employment (which

could not fail at the fame time of improving them in

their proper bufinefs) would be extremely ufeful in many
other lights, and might ferve to lecure our Fleets from

thoie dif^races, with which their attempts againft places

on fhorc have been often attended : And, in a nation

like ours, where all fciences are more eagerly and uni-

verfally purfued, and better underftood than in any other

part of the world, proper fubje^ts for fuch employments

could not long be wanting, if due encouragement were

given to them. This method here recommended is

known to have been frequently pradlifed by the Fnnchy

particularly in theinftance of Monfieur /r^ziVr, an En-
gineer, who has publilhed a celebrated Voyage to the

South-Seas. For this perfon, in the Year 1 711, was
purpofely fent by the French King into that country,

on board a merchantman, that he might examine and
defcribe the coads, and take plans of all the fortified

places, the bettej^ to enable the French to profecute their

illicit trade, or, in cafe of a rupture with the court

of Spain^ to form their enterprizes in thofe leas with
more readinefs and certainty. Should we purfue this

method, we might hope, that the emulation amongft
thofe who were thus employed, and the experience,

which even in time of peace, they would hereby acquire,

might at length procure us a proper number of able En-
gineers, and might cr^ce the national fcandal, which
our deficiency in that fpecies of men, has fometimes ex-
pofed us to : And furely every ftep to encourage and
improve this profeffion is of great moment to the public;
as no perfons, when they are properly inftrufted, make
better returns in war, for the encouragement and emo-
luments beflowed on them in time of peace. Of which
the advantages the French have reaped from their dex-

terity


