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glass in thf (^dvcniorH rt'^iiltin-H. Jit^^^t^ntsb* voyages

he lived tor thi' most piirt in Main*-. H<- ^-^tti* ro tiavv

been very lifipjiy. 1I<' \Vii.< a hzi-i Tn>-irjr^f-r, and

toi)k iin (ictivf part in r<li;;i((af.ex»-r<.i«<^. t^jf.h ».n -hip

antl at lunnf. Diirinj; the who]*' <,/f fci4 «f)jtinrn in

Anicrira the tifth Ivirl only <ln-w £:i'*« fr^iTOi the r^-vv-

nncs (if his fstatfs, imr iliil hi* ijj"'3«- "i lliTin:/ liitTf-r

from tiiat of tin onHnary M'a;:i>inz Ui^m. In ['•To hf

started to make a v()ya;ie to Australia- b^iinif frf>m

there to complete the cirele round \iy- nloht-. Six

days, liowever. alter he left B"sT"ii W -jrai.* f^a^fht ViV

the higlit of the down haul a» lie aij<3 hi* w>mpanion
were lowerinj^ tlie main-ail. L,>rl A'*j*rT*I'-»rn was

caujiht hy tlie rojie aiid thrown inr.* thr. •^rA. Hi.-*

comi>ii"ion heard his cry for help a» Lh- <lr'j5>p»:il into

the water, but he was never sM^n or bK-arvl fit ^iuce.

His death wlien sirvinj.' as fir^t luaMf <« Itufurl rhat

American shiji hron^ilit ahoiit the nf_:(y-^ir,n of the

present earl, John Campbell (rord'.nj, -wfotr was the

vonnKest son of Lord Hadd(j. and Uj wb^ytu thw ffketch

is more ]particularly devoted.

It was nei'essary to tlwell at luucli ,rT*-,ai!!.^T I»^n;rth

than nsual upon the character of I/tiI Alxrnlf^Ti'ri

ancestors. The (TOVernor-( xeneral is thfr rvs-nltant

of the very varied and stran:relv mjttkihfl features

whieii make up the sum of the Cjh 'nlx-jm c-faaracter.

There are in him majiy of the salient trait* f4 the more
notable of his forbears. He has the acliaimt-*trative

genius and statesmanlike ability of tb*- Pnme Mini.-»-

ter, the earnest piety an<l catholic erauij.^lwQ of

Lord Haddo, while he is by no mean* dev^jtcl of the

love of action and adventure which •sr«»r *»> -ttrimgly

developed in his brother Greorije. AJtb'jfiida he re-

Bembles many of his ancestors he ha'^ a -ii-tinf.-t char-

acter of his own, which will t^e l.>en.<!T afjpreciateti

both in Canada and the United Stales foar years

hence than it is now.

III. THE EARL OF ABERDEEN.

John Campbell Gordon, .sixth Earl of A'^^x^deen.waa

bom in 1847, ,iust before the great T*f\-(Auzir^^rj out-

burst which shook the thrones of IEjot'i^*:. He i.s,

therefore, 46 years of age, but d<jes not k*yk mrtre than

36. He has a singularly youtliful apjA-^iraofre. and in

this he resembles Lord Rosebery wh<.*se JmveTriliry of

aspect has fre(iuently occasioned remark. an«'l which

for some time stood in the way of the T*r>yif£mr.\<>x\ oi

his qualities even by scj familiar a frieuJ i- Mr. Glad-

stone. Lord Aberdeen Avas only a y.*-jjx;^r *>>n till

1870, when the death of his brother Gw^nf^ save him
a seat in the House of Lords and br</aaritt iaixtt in -i^lit

of the career which u}; to the pretnenJ cv.m^nt; ha.s

been one long i)rogress of increasing i^tTwn^ to the

State. The Gordons are ijhysically a fiuie race, and
the present Earl, although not so t.al] a- hs* iyr>>«faeTs,

is much stronger in umscular devf-Vj-pment than

might be imagined from those who not<r Im.- f^^rapara-

tively slight build. Like most men of Id* f^omly. he

is extremely fond of sport—physical t^xtniaMr, B<jth

of his brothers were splendid shot* with tii»^ rifle.

having carried all before them at WimWe^ion on
more than one occasion. It Wfs tina eitFffunf: dev<>-

tion to till' rillr whi<li li'd |m tln' lamentable arcitlent

whii-h can-ed the ilcatii of his seem d lir<ither.

L'lr'l Aberdeen, iiowever. unit"'- witii tlie love of

spurt whi<di i- cunminn to nmst lande<l arisftvnwy

a |ia-sion winch among peers is alm"-t uniipie

—

from ho\ hood he has liad a de]i;.'lit in Incnmotivi'

eiiLrmes : he is probably tin- only pi. r who c«>uld

ilrise an engine fri>ni Lond"n !> Ivlinburgh.

Throngli the indulgence nf a relative wht-n he
was still a schoolboy he had i>ernii»iwn ti> ride on

the engine of a local railway and he never, if he culd
help it. rode iinywiiere else. He liad no greater d»»-

light than to stand in front of the fir>--b">x acting as

fireman or starter and occasiciiially b.jng i^'rinitted

to drive the engine. He still remembers :is ene r.f tho

proudest days of his life how. wlien he had fiid-hed

oiling tlie engine when at full >^peed. thenMeni^ne
driver said to liim :

• Jolin, 1 think I nui.-t apjdy for

a day's holiday and let you take diarire." From that

time forward Lord Aberdeen has never \<^t touch

with the l()C()m((tive engineers : no one is ninre iH>pu-

lar with the railw.iy serv;iiits in the nld country and
nothing but the lick of aciinaintain-e with the road

and the signals sfam-ls in the vvay ef his beingable to

take a C.inadian Pacific e.Kpres- right .uro-s the wliule

Continent from the Atlaiitic to the Pacific. He is

certaiidy the first (Tovernor-(ieneral who was also an
engine driver. Kugine driviru;. in fact, may Iw con-

sidereil as one of his favorite jinlihies. and '>ne of the

things which he limked forward to in th-- new world
was that of making a study of theenginesof America,

as complete as that which he has made of the Icxomtj-

tives of England and Stotland. It was this ixjyish pas-

sion wlr .'..first introduced himtoiaibliclife. Lord De
la Warr had moved for a .select committee intf) railway

accidents and in siipport of his motion Lorcl Al»erdeen,

who a very young man. made his maiden sjx'ech in

the House of Lords. There is no more difficult audi-

ence to address than the Peers, but his kn« >wledge of

the subject and the enthusiasm with which he ex-

plained the technicalities of railway management and
the mysterie.s of fly-shunting to the Peers won hiia

high prai.se. and when at a later period a Royal Com-
mission was constituted in order to incpiire into rail-

way accidents he wat» immediattdy nominated as a
commissioner. Of this commission the Duke of

Buckingham was the first chairman, but on his ap-

p<nutmeut to the Indian presidency. Lord Aberdeen,
although one of the youngest members (jf the commis-
sion, succeeded him as chairman. It was a remarka-
ble elevation for so young a man and one of which he

made the most to the interest of the .-ailway servants.

The Commis.sion reported in favor of the blix-k sys-

tem, continuous brakes, continuous foot boards, and
of many other improvements which the railways have
for the most part introduced of their own iK-cord. A-s

the commission was not unanimous Lord Beaconsfield

shirke<l the duty of legislation. Few (pjestions are

of more importance ill the New World tiian that of

reducing the unnecessary slaughte)- (jf railway em-
ployees, which in the United States attains dimensionti

far in excess of that of any other civilized country.


