
INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER 5

that there is no such thing as Bohemia in

London.

But there is; and anyone who considers the

number of adventurous young people fresh

from conventional homes, and consequently

ready to live in any way other than that to which

they have been accustomed, who come to town

with heads more full of poetry than sense, must

realise how impossible it is that there should

not be. Indeed, it i& likely that our Bohemia,

certainly in these days, is more real than that

of Paris, for the Qu rtier is so well advertised

that it has become fashionable, and Americans

who can afiford it go there, and almost out-

number the others who cannot afford anything

else. Of course, in London too, there are people

who are Bohemians for fun; but not so many,

because the fun in London is not an organised

merriment that anyone may enjoy who can pay

for it. Visitors to London do not find, as they

do in Paris, men waiting about the principal

streets, offering themselves as guides to Bohe-

mia. The fun is in the life itself, and not to be

had less cheaply than by living it.

I wanted to get into my book, for example,

the precarious, haphazard existence of the men
who dine in Soho not because it is an uncon-

ventional thing to do, but because they cannot

usually afford to dine at all, and get better and

merrier dinners for their money there than else-


