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BRITISH COLUMBIA LUMBER
CONDITIONS.

Alter two years of successful association
work the export mills of the Pacific Coast
have been obliged to abundon the cargo
vombination, and thus for the present the
Pacific Coust Lumber Exporters’ Associa-
tion terminates ity exist The
for this is found in the fact that one mem-
ber of the association, Pope & Talbot, of
San Francisco, refused to enter an agree-
ment for another year, and their refusal
released all other mills and put the
foreign cargo market in the category of
an opep market, Mr. R. H. Alexunder,
manager of the Hastings saw mill branch,
was one of a deputation who irterviewed
Pope & Talbot to endeavour to induce
them 10 continue in the association, but
offorts in that direction were unsuccessful.
One of the reascns advanced for their
action is that they considered that, as
poneers in the foreign trade, they were
enly encouraging and assisting other and
nore recent exporters to secure a share
of the trade. It is claimed that in the
two years during which the foreign trade
has been handled by agreement, the
business has been more profitable than in
previous years.

The domestic lumber business of British
Columbia is looking up a little. Mills
which for some time past have been run-
ning on short time are now working full
time, and some good.sized orders have
been booked by some of the mills for both
lumber and shingles. It is reported that
Woods & Spicer and the Hastings Shir gle
Manufacturing C y have contracted
to supply a large quantity of shingl

during the last year, and the price uf our
product has not been forced down by com-
petition with cheaper lumber from other
sources.

“In two “sraciches, the foreign and the
coustwise, owing to the decline in freights,
lumber could be turnished at the end ot the
year at a lower delivered cost to the cus-
tomer than at the beginning of 1902, and
still net the producer a octter price.  The
price while remunerative to the producer,
did not check ption, as the vol
of trade in 1953 was greater than in 1902,
Consumers were able to use our product
at these prices, and would have continued
to do so had not we poor fools of producers
killed the goose which lad the golden
eggs for us, with a surfeit of food, with
the result that instead of making a legiti-
mate pro‘l for ou. ,elves, and at the same
time benefiling businese conditions gener-
ally ina host of ways, we are now making
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gaired, ‘A" steals an order or a cus-
tomer which unaturally would be *B's™.
“B" to make up for this loss of business
retaliates by a grealer cut in price to re-
guin it or steal some of “C's" and so it
works in a circle until all find themselves
with really less business than they had
before, and at a price which yie' s thera
no profit, fora weak of prices, i
of stimulating trade, has generally the
opposite eltect, as buyers become nervous;
each iy afraid his neighbor may be able to

purchase more cheaply thun himself, and :

all therefore are inclined to wait until
prices touch the bottom ; that is, until the
produrar can go no lower.

The sooner we recognize that the
trouble lies with the producing end of the
teade, and apply measures of sclf-cure,
the sooner will conditions improve. It
appears to m:e that common sense should
teuach us that the only real cure for over-

4 present of all this to the ~ The
fuct is that though many in the trade could
remember the conditions which existed for
upwards of ten years prior to 1992, it great
many more did not bave that expericace,
and a saw mill on the Pacific Coast ap-
pearcd a veritable bonanza ; herce mills
have been built by the score, and many of”
those already in the business, finding they
were doing well, could not rest satisfied
without a larger share, and either enlarged
their 1nills or started grinding out lumber
by night as well as by duy, or even did
both. The production became far in ex-
cess of any possible demand, and not being
ableto find a legtimate outlet for their
product, th.2 absurd old game began of

Boston firm,

The demand for logs is still quiet, but as
the supply is light, prices are a shade
stiffer.  Fir logs are quoted at from $5 to
$7.50 per thousand delivered at the mill,
and cedar at from $5.50 to $8.50, d
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busi from one arfother by cut-
ting pnccs. This no doubt would answer
for oneself, if lcft to play the game alone,
but anyone who flatters himself that his
doings in this respect remain unnoticed,
reminds me of the story of the ostrich that
fancies b its head is hidden in the

ing to quality.

Mr. R. H. Alexander, secretary of the
British Columbia Mills, Tunber & Trading
Company, of Vancouver, B.C., has senta
communicatior to the Pacific Coast Lum-
ver Trade Journal giving his opinion on
the lumber outlook. Mr. Alexander
characterizes the past year as a season of
unprofitable business, the fault of the pro-
ducers themselves, and argues as follows :

“The causes for this unfortunate state of
affairs, in my opinion,” are almost entirely
confined to two ; in fact almost to one, as
the first produces the sccond, and these
are, firstly, overproduction, and secondly,
fierce (one might term it almost insane)
competition between the different produc-
ers for business to market their over-pro-
duction.

“As far as I can ascertain from the in-
formation at hand, the different branches
of the trade have not failen off in volume

sand, the rest of it is also invisible. Atthe
most but a temporary advantage can be

producti is to lessen it; so, as R’
first step, abolish by agreement the
practise of night work and be satisfied
with the amount of business you can
supply by working days only. It is not
human-niture for “B " to sit idle all day

and see * A" running both night and day,
without trying to obtain some share ot
the business * A ** {s enjoying. It is quite
possible ¥ A" may be an old-established
firm: and could reply, “my position in the
trade and the clientage 1 hold give me
trade that requires my running night
and day ; let “B" go und cstablish his
own trade instead ot demanding some of
mine.” Al very well, but can you, fricnd
“A“, hold that clientage except you
meet the prices made by **B,” *C," and
“D"? The whole experience of the
trade is that you cannot. Four apples
will not furnish a whole apple cach to five
parties, ench hungry for apple, and there
is certain to be trouble till number five,
who may have just appearcd on the scene,
gets a share that satisfies him ; thercfore
“live and let live " should be the motto;
betier to let one-fith goand make a profit
on four-fifths than 1o make no profit at all.
At the same time the last comer should
recognize that he has had nothing to do
with growing the apples, and that it is not
policy for him to demand too big a bite in
case the other four make up their minds

to throw away their apples rather than
share them."
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Keenan Bros., Lxmxted

Owen Sound, Ont,

HARDHOCD, HEMLOCK AND PINE LUMBER

We carry a full supply of native Hardwoods always on hand 22d solicit your inquirics.
At the present time we have piled at outside points about 2,000,000 fect of Hard-

a1 d, Heml

woods, and about the same quantity of H

k and Pine piled here in

Owen Sound, anid we should be able to interest you 1f in the market,

WILL MAIL SPECIAL PRICES ON
BROKEN LOTS AT OUTSIDE POINTS

For Sale MASON, GORDON & CO.

Rxteasive timber Hmits, ver!u
Canada, embracing several h\mdted mllu ol
limits, Sawmill and Water Power. Magnificent
possibilitics for Pulp and Sulplide mills,

H. M. SIMPSOIV,

415 Merchants® Bank Butldiag,
205 St. James Street - MONTREAL

WHOLESALE TIMBER
Montreal, Quebec
l’u:eml{fenu The B.C. Mills, Timber & Teading
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Please mention the CANADA LUMBERMAN when
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_F. MCCIBBON & SONS,
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d Lumber, and dealers in Cordwood

Hemlock Bills cut oa short notice.




