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BRiITISH COLUMBIA LUMER
CONDITIONS.

Aller twîs y cars aisuccesudul association
weork lte expert nulits ai te Pticifie Coast
tave becît obtiged tua btaudon lite cargo
couablualiou. aud thus for te preseul te
Pa.cifie Coa'ut Ltuusber Exporter.%' Associa.
lieu terutitîste4 il, existence. Tite reaaau
for tibis ix found lu the facl titai onu mem.
ber ai flite associatiou, Pope & Talbot, ai
saut Francisco. refusedl tu euter utu agree-
ument for asettier yesr, sud their refusai
releaed ait oitier mutis sud put the
toreigu cargo market lu tbe category ai
au open market. Mr. R. H. Alexander,
tuanaser af lte Hastintgs saw miii brauch,
wvauQe aisa depuîatiou sabo irîervicwed
l'ope & Taibot la endeavour ta laduce
titem ta continute lu lte association, but
efforts lu ilit directionu were utusucccsuufui.
one of lte rossons advauced for ticir

action îs taI îbey cousidered Ibsu, as

pioacera iu the foreigu tradte, tbey acre
eaiy eucouraging aud assisting other sud
tuoe receut exportera ta secître a Nhare
cf tite trade. Il la clsimed Ibal lu the
tac years duriug whicb tite foreigu trade
tuas been liaudled by agreement, the
business bas bet:n more profitable titan lu
itevlous years.

Tue domestic itumber business ai Britisah
Columbis is iookiug up a uittle. Mitis
witicb for santie time past bave been reiu'
uîag ou short linie are uow wouking full
limte, sud somo good.sized orders haveu
been baoked by saime af lthe mila for bath
iumber sud sblugles. It la reparlcd tbat
%Voods & Spicer and lte Hastings Sbir le
Manufacluring Company haave coutracîed
to suppiy a large quality ai shingies ta a*
Bloston firîn.

The deusaud for legs is still quiet, but au
the supply la iigbl, prices are a bhade
!itiffer. Fir legs are quaîed aI from $5 la

$7-50 per thousand delivered at the miii,
aud ccdar ai tramn $55 la $8.,5o, accord-
ing ta quaiity.

Mtr. R. H. Aleyauider, utecretary ai the
Brltib Columbia Miihu, Tituber & Trading
Company. ai Vancouver, B.C., bas sent a
cemmunicalicr ta the Pacifie Coast Lum-
ber Trade joutrnal giring bis opinion an
the tumber ouîiook. Mr. Alexander
citaracîcrizes lte psst year as a season ai
itaprofilable busintess, tha fauli ai tbe pro-
ducers tbeuiscires, and argues as follows :

" The causas for Ibis unfarlunate state ai
afflaira, in my opiniotiare aimait entireiy
coatitaed ta îwa;- iu fact aimost ta one, as
the firsl produces the secot:d, aud Ibese
arc, firslly, overpraduction, sud secondly,
tiece (anc migiat lerrn il almoat insane)
compplilian bettacen the different produc-
ers for business ta market their over-pra.
ductian.

"'A. far as I eau ascertain from the in.
formation at baud, lte différent branches
of the trade bave net falicu off lu volume

durlng thc lait ycsr, sud tlie price ui aur
produci baà uot heem forced down by coin-
petition witb cheaper iuusber frorn other
sources.

"lu lwo ',rancbes, the forcigu sud flite

coastaise, owiug la lthe ulecilue lu freigii.
tomber couid ne itttruisbrd nt lite eîd ai lite
year at a iower deiivctcd cast ta lte ctls-
lamer than nt the bcgiuniug afi 903, sutd
stli utet tbe producer a coller price. Tite
prîce white reusuneratise te flite praducer,
dld ual check t-onsevmpieuu, as lthe voltîne
ai trade lu i1903 was grepIer tituan lu 192.
Consumera wcre able ta use otîr praîluci
aI Ibesa pricea, sud wauid bave coîsltiurd
ta do so bt.d ual we poar lacis ai producer-u
kilied the goose wbich liud flita golden
eggs for us, wiith a surfeit ai food, wiith
the resuit Ilti iîîslead ofimakieg s logilu.
mate proi for au. ,eivea, sud ai lte saine
lime bcnefitiugl busiuest, couditiatta gu-ner-
aliy lu a hast ai Raya, sve ara uow miaking
a present oa au Iis ta the consoumer. The
ft'ct la thal tbaugb nîuy lu lte tradte could
rememberîbhe ceadilions wbicb exisled for
upRards ai tien years prior ta 1902, a grat
usany more did ual have fibat experieuce.
aud a saR miii an the Pacifie Coast ap-
peared a veritabie bonauza ; bere mutas
have beau built by tbe score, aud mauy of'
thase slready iu the businîess, fittdiug îbey
acre doieg adil, cauid ot rebt %aîibfied

withaut a largerabarcu sud clîter etlargcd
their ucilis or startccd grinding cul tumber

by uight as weli as by day, or even did
bath. The production became far lu ex-
ceas afanypoasibia demand,and ual buiug
able ta find a i"gtimale ouliet for their
praduct, ù12 absurd aid gamne begats oi

steaiîng business fram anc atloîber by cut-

liug prices. This uta douta woeuld atîawer
for oneseif, if leil ta Plsy ube gainealseute.
bu-, auyouc «lo flattera blise lai 111tl%
dainga lu this respect remain unuoticed,
reminda me af the stary aI the ostricu ditî
fancies because ils btad is biddcu inu tte
saud, tise rest ai it is aise invisible. Attlite

mosl but a îemparary sdvautsga eau ha
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gaired. "A'* airais au erder or a cus-
taitier wllcb uuiîraiiy %vould ho'lie "
"'11-I teli utukp for itin bs af biescs
ratîilates by agrcaiercul lu price ta re-

gain ilor ateai some af "'C'a" sud sa it
wotks its a circieuliail fiud tbemseiî'ea
witirraiiy less buItiness titau they liait
bcforc, auitt aisprice shicb y*ýe" sa er.,
uta profit, fora weakeuing of pricei, iualcad
ai siintuiatlug tradte, bas gcueraiiy the
opposite oec, as buyers bcco'ue uervous;
cacbi la airuid biis neiglibar may be able ta

isîreltasa more cicaply titan binieli, sud
ail tîterefare are iuciued ta ait until

prices tauch lthe battantm tit la,. untilige

1sroduu'zr eau go rio iower.

The socuer wu recoguize tuaI the
trouble les ivitb lte produciug end ni tbe

traite, sud apply mexsures ai self-cutre,
tho sooner wiii conditions imprpove. It
appears ta tx:- that commun seuse sbouid

teach us tbat the only rient cure for over-

psroduction la tu lebseu il ; se, as s
firbt st.'p, aboutît by agreeument the

1 ractise ai uigbt work sud bc satibfied
withth ie amouut ai business you can
supply by warkiug days ouiy. Il la ual

ltiiiiau.itîîlure for IlB" ta aiît idie *Il day
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and sec 1, A"* ruiug bellt nighl and day,
wiîiaoul tryiutr ta obtalu %oine silure et
the busintess "A" ' 1 enjeyiug. Ii kquitte
po-ssible "lA" niay lie un al-!ttdcliiud
firrr aud coutid reply, ««nay position l flie
trade aud ibe clieulage i ioid give nie

tradu tbat requires uay ruuuiug uiglit
aud day j let Il I go uînd ealiti is

owu tradte iustend ai demandiug somie of
mine." AIl very weil, but eau you, frieud
"lA". bold that cileutage except you
mect the prices metde by IlB1," IlCC' aud
'ID"? The whalc experieuca af the
trade is fliat you canuot. Four upples
wll noi furulsb a wholc apple atel ta live
parties, ettch bungry for aîpiae, and tiacre
ls certain ta be trouble tit number tiva,
wha tusy have jusl appcarcid ou tie -,carue,
gets a abare titat satisfies hlmn lberefore
Illive sud let live I should bo the motta;
better ta let anc-filla go sud mnake a profit
ou faur-filti thstaI make uo profit at uit.
At thc samne lime the st couter sbottid
recoguize that he hast liadt tothing ta do
wiîh growing the apples, sud thai il la uat
palicy for hlm ta demand too big a bite lu
case the other four makc up thair mnuda
ta tbrow away their apples rallier titau
share tbeim."


