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MARRIAGE WITH FOREIONZRS. C

GIreat Britain, Austria, Hungary, Russa and the United State-s,
are the principal Powers which have not as yet given their ad-
hesion to the Convention, but it contains provisions for adop-
tion by non-signatory Powers repreaented at the Conference.

Reverting to the £pecial subjeet-matter of the Blue Book,
the three principal points above mentioned rnay be severally
considered .- Firtly, how far, if at ail, are British Consular
Officers coxupetent to solemnize marriages in a foirpign country?
Tt la, of course, a condition precedent that, te give him. such
competency, a British Diploniitie Agent or Consul shall hoýld
a warrant Irorn his ewn Govtrnmnent duly censtituting hlma a
Marriage Officer.

Belgiunu and Greec are the only ceuntries in respect cf
which it may lie said with certainty that British eonsuli'r mar-
niages, there Pelebrated, would lie held aise te be there valid;
aud, in the former, only when both the contracting parties are
British subjecta.

In certain countries, such as Dentuark, France and Italy,
the validity of sucli marriages, whether ene or 1both of the par-
ties is, or are, Britishi, in net free fromn doulit.

So ini others. for example, Argentins, Hungary, Mexý -, and
Russia, ensular inarriages are permitted te lie celebrated, and
are tolerated. but they mre net recognised as valid in those sev-
eral ceuntries: the parties, therefore, mu.st reniexber that, in
1 li absence of a cer-etnony i-ý;.id according te the local laws, they
rnay lie treated as unmarri; 1', and thereby be subjected te serious
ineonvenience. Tt muet býe ebserved further, that iu Russa, Brit-
isi ('onsular Offiers are forbidden te solemnize a mnarriage,
either Party te whieh is (a) a Russian subject, or (b)a member
of the Orthedox Church.

lu Spaini, Britisli eonsular inarriages are net; permitted, be-
eause there is ne reeiprocity with our own country in that lie-
hlfi: and t perhaps) iu the Ne>therlands, because Great Britain
is Dot a Party to the Ihigue Convention, upon which the king-
dom of the N,!tlhclands relies.

As te the second peint, that is, what special forinalities are


