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It is intereiting ta notice that during the month of December
st that eminent jurist, Lord Halsbury, ex-;Lord Chancellor

of England, sat in the Court of Appeal during the absence of
Lord J-'ttice Vaughan Williamns on the 'Welsh Church Commis-
Sion. Lord Xlalobury is now in his eighty-third year.

Toronto, Ont., Feb. 5th, 1908.

Editor, Càu~N.îD LÀ-w JouRNAL:

DEmR SiRt,--Wýe are told that we are to expect legal reform. as
a special feature. of the coming session of the Ontario Legisia-
ture. There is a very smail point which has just corne ta, ny no-
tice and which I should think might well be considered by the
powers that be. Our statutes provide for a certain priority of
wages in the case o! assignments for the benefit of creditors, in
winding-up proceedings, over execution creditors, on attachment
against absconding debtors, and on administration of estates.
But no priority is provided for in the case of distress by a land-
lord.

The case that is troubling me is one of a poor stenographer
whose employer lias been distrained on for rent, and who has
received no salary for two weeks, and now finds herseif without
a renmedy as the goods distrained are barely sufficient ta pay the
rent. 1 can conceive 4o earthly reason why landiords who may
be presumned to be by no means among the less well-to-do classes
should be alone able to exercise their special and peculiar privi-
lege of distreas in entire disregard of wages due ta employees
of the lessee, against whom they are distraining.

I suppose it is a lest lingering trace of the good old times
when landlords iad it ail thei - own way, but I should, think that
it might wcll be wiped ont in Ontario, and elaims of wagc earn-
ers given the ame priority as againft dlaiz for rent that they
have in apparently ahl uther cases.

'Yours, etc.,


