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Bay, as did the United States. During the war the British
seized at least one of them and continued to hold it, though
before the war it had been granted to landholders by the State
of Massachusetts.  What better excuse for a war could there
he than such a state of affairs? *“National honor!” *“National
territory!”  “What we have we hold “Not one foot of
American soil will ever be given up on any pretext,” etc,, ete
Do you not hear the lingo?

But these two pentlemen sat down quietly, and after a
number of hearings in St. Andrews and Boston drew the inter-
national boundary where it has ever since continued, dividing
the islands between the contesting parties, each of the repre
sentatives yielding a part of his individual opinion for the sake
of harmony and peace

The United States received the three islands, Frederick,
Dudley and Moose, and never even in recent years has there
been a word of complaint

“Peace hath her victories no less renowned than war”
and “Melior tutiorque est certa pax, quam sperata victoria.”

But you may say the matter in dispute was, after all, unim
portant—not worth fighting about. | agree it was not worth
fighting about; but there have heen many and bloody wars
with much less excuse

Let us, however, take another case \fter the United
States beat Britain by a head in the race for California, there
arose a dispute destined to be of long standing as to the
boundary between their territories.  Britain claimed down to
the mouth of the Columbia River between 46° and 47° north
latitude; the United States, up to 354° 40 In 1818 an
arrangement was entered into that for ten y

s the strip in
dispute should be open to settlers from either nation without
prejudice to the claims of either. In 1824 and 1826 attempts
were made to determine the international boundary, but in
vain; and in 1827 the arrangement was extended indefinitely

Polk’s election was fought and won in 1844 on the party
slogan, “Fifty-four forty or fight,” and the President in his
inaugural address said about as much. England replied in like
tone and war was universally expected. DBut election cries are




