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RECORDS OF CHIGNECTO,

13

At this time the following Acadian refugees found shelter
under its protection;

Men 11.
Women 12.
Boys 21.
Girls 17.

These people possessed 63 horned cattle, 7 horses and 43 pigs.

All supplies and stores shipped to Beausejour from Quebec
were landed at this place and transported over the Isthmus, either
by the old French road or by water, down the Missiquash river
A good trade was carried on by the inhabitants across the Isthmus
on one side and by vessel on the gulf on the other side. When the
post capitulated in 1755 there were 25 houses, a chapel and a priest’s
house, well furnished. The people seemed to be more prosperous
and comfortable than in other settlements in Acadia.

1750 the next year, Cornwallis dispatched Captain Lawrence
with a force of 400 men, to maintain British supremacy there.
On his arrival, he found the French flag flying upon the shore,
La Corne in possession and his men drawn up to dispute a landing.
Lawrence and La Corne had an interview. In answer to the
former’s question as to where he should land, La Corne pointed
to Beaubassin across the Missiquash River, stating the French
claimed that as the boundary line, until otherwise settled. Law-
rence proceeded to land his troops at Beaubassin, (now Port
Lawrence) when suddenly a conflagration broke out in the
village—consuming the church and all the dwellings. La Loutre
himself, it is said set the torch to the church and his emissaries
did the rest. The houseless and homeless occupants were thus
obliged to seek shelter across the River at Beaubassin and ad-
jacent villages. One hundred and fifty houses were said to have
been burned, but this must have been largely exaggerated. Law-

rence, powerless to effect anything, left with his command for
Halifax.




