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Cartier from leaving hie ships. The two guides now came 
from the woods, and with cries of “ Jesus,” “ Marie,” 
and the like, appealed to Cartier. On being asked the 
meaning of this performance, they said their god, 
Cudouagny, had spoken from Hochelaga, and that the 
three demons had come to announce that on account of 
so much snow and ice, all the people of Hochelaga had 
died.

In spite of threats and persuasions, the explorer on the 
18th of September sailed up the river, though without 
the two Indian guides. The voyageurs were struck with 
the beauty and fertility of the banks of the river, as well 
as with the abundance of game. They passed through 
Lake St. Peter on the 28th of September. Taking the 
North Channel the shallowness of the water prevented 
further progress. Landing on the shore, the voyageurs 
met the natives, and received assurances that they were 
on the proper course for Hochelaga. Cartier, now con
vinced that L'Hermine could not navigate the lake, left 
her some forty-five leagues from Hochelaga, and with his 
most intimate friends, fitted up the two smaller vessels, 
with which he arrived, on the 2nd of October, safely 
before Hochelaga. Cartier was received hero as ho had 
been at Gaspé and at the island of Orleans, with gifts of 
the products of the country and with great demonstra
tions of joy. He bestowed freely upon the men, women, 
and children from his store of weapons, beads, and 
trinkets.

From Cartier’s description it is evident that the people 
of Hochelaga differed from the ordinary Al- 
gonquin Indians. They were less wandering in 
their habits, and were regarded as superiors by 
the other tribes. The town or village of Hochelaga 
was three-quarters of a mile distant from the mountain 
at Montreal. It consisted of a walled enclosure, with 
barred gates. Around it and halfway to the river were 
the cultivated fields belonging to the village. The 
village contained some fifty houses ; each of these was 
upwards of fifty yards long, and from twelve to fifteen


