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of raw commodities to be manufa<Sl:ured has palpably tliis cfFcdt, even
if the whole amount is paid for in cadi. If fuch manufactures are con-
fumed at home, provided it be by the rich, the benefit of the trade is

not thereby impeached : And this fufificlently proves, that a plain diftinc->

tion may be juftty made between the employment of our poor and the

acquifition of riches.

An increafe of riches, in fome fituations, Is no farther defirable than

as they increafe induilry ; in fuch cafe, 4he prinpipal aim of commerce '\»

the employment of fuch of the poor as the eftablifhed agric.ilture and ma-
nufadnres will not maintain; for commerce increafes both; befides

immediately employing great numbers. A people may carry on much
trade in felling their produds and manufadures to foreigners in their

own portS) as was remarked before ; but in that fituation,. neither their

agriculture nor manufadureis can be carried on to near the extent and per-

fe(fliQn which attends a briik trade being joined with them. Where a
fingle p'.irchafer is found in one cafe, a thoufand will be met with in the

ather 'y and the more products and manufadtures a nation fells, the more
of Her poor is undoubtedly employed.

The beft markets for thefe are found out and preferved by commerce

;

for v/ithout it, a kingdom would fell nothing but what her neighbours

could neither do without themfelves, nor fupply others with. If Portu-

gal demanded cloth, and the Dutch fupplied them, they moft \indoubtedly

would give the preference to their own; and as long as they could poflibly

fupply the market, would never buy ours for that purpofe. Without

commerce, the immenfe confumption likewife, and fingjular benefits of
colonies could not be enjoyed: all which is fufficient' to prove, that

foreign trade is of prodigious confequence to the increafe of the fale of
produds and manufadures, and confequently to the employment of the

poor.

If it is fald that commerce, by increafiirg of luxury, decreafes popula-

tion, occafions a greater inequality among mankind, and adds to the num-
ber of the poor, I anfwer j fo does every thing but feudal barbarity ;

manufadures, agriculture, as a trade, &c. &c. and that there is fcarce

any medium betvre' a ftate of polifli villainage and a commercial pro-

fperity. Sv/itzerland, without a fingle Ihip or a. port, experiences the

latter. But conjedluree about the decreafe of mankind, in confequence of

luxury, are very equivocal, and never amount to a proof. In great cities

the fad is undoubted, but the cafe may be very different with a nation at

large. That luxury increafes the number of the poor, there can be no
doubt; but at the flimc time it fiu-niihcs them with the means of employ-
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