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part, transferred to otlier occiipatinns, priiiripnily agriniltural. Not to liave

cnan^fed their traile was inevitable starvation. And at this moment, Sir,

that Dacca district is supp'ied wi h yarn and cotton cloth from the power-
looms of Kngland. The langu ige of the (Jovernor (Jeneral is:—

" ' iMiropean skill and machinery have superseded the proliice of Indii.

The court declar.', that they are at last ohjiired to abandon the ordy

remaining portion of the trade in cotton manufactures in both Ikngal and
Madras, because, throun;li the intervention of powcr-loims, (he liritish goods
have a decided advan'age in qu dity and price. Cotton piece-goods, for so

many ages the staple manufacture of India, seem thus forever lost. Tlie

Dacca muslins, celebrated over the whole world for their beauty and fineness,

are also annihilated, from the same cau««e. And the present suH'ering,

to num rous classes in India, is scarcely to be paralleled in the history of

commerce.' "

Here, you se^, are Mr, M'Culioch's conditions made ready to his hand.

1. I'he people of India were formerly supplied with cotton fabrics from the

hand looms of tiieir own Dacca weavers. 2. They are now supplied with

such fabrics much cheaper (that i>:, at lower money prices) from the power-

looms of England. 3. India being a dependency of (Ireat Rritain, the goods

of the latter enter the former substantially free of duty, and have completely

supplanted and ruined the native manufacture. 4. J3iit though this has now
existed some thirty yenrs or more, the supplanted Hindoo spinners and

weavers do nol (at least, tjjey certainly did not, and iheir CMse is not yet

materially im)iroved; find employm nt in new branches of industry created

or expanded to provide the means of payment for the IJritish fabrics

imp rted in lieu of their own. 5. I hat in consequence, 'Terrible are the

accounts of the wietchedness of the poor Indian weavers, reduced to the

verge of starvation.' [Ves, and many of them beyond if.] And 6. That
the evil was by no means confined to the weavers, but that the present

suffering of 'numerous clas-es' (those whom tlie Free Traders say Protec-

tion would tax for the benefit of the weaver) '* is scarcely to be paralleled

in the history of Commerce."

Here is the Free Traders' theory confronted by a Free Trader's

notorious and undeniabi ^ facts. Can anything: farther be needed to demon-

strate the fallacy of the former, so far as it assumes unre^^lricted cotupetition

to be favorable to the interest of Labor 1

9, A Grave Terror and its Causes.

Political Economy is amonij the latest born of the Sciences. Mainly

intent on the horrid game of War, with its various reverses and only less

ruinous successes, it is but yesterday that the rulers of the world discovered

that they had any duty to perform toward Industry, other than to interrupt

its processes by their insane contentions, to devas ate its fields, and ultimately

to consume its fruits. And, when the truth did penetrate their scarcely

pervious skulls, it came distorted and perverted by the resistance it had met.


