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(Irength acLouifly-uix', v^'as fixeil at I'cvcntcen fliips ^-- '^'

I
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of the iiiie and thice frigates, which might not '
''

be much exaggerated ; but there was certainly a
^

' j^.jj""'*

very prand autnnentation in the military Itrcnsth,
i^'^'^.^.*'»

"^
' " ^

\ Louil-

which, upon paper, amounted to 6000 Europeans^ hour-i.

3000 natives and 300 Indians : with this gafco-

nade, tliat the place was well fupplied with mili-

tary ftores, and the people defiring nothing more

than to be attacked.

This intelligence produced a council of war •, R ^foiuti-

and it was therein relblvcd, upon the credit ofaiunriiuf

this advice, to lay afide the intended expedition •,''•"'

a refolution that had been feveral times before

attempted, but had been as often defeated by

thofe, who rather chofe to encounter all dangers,

than to do nothing.

Lord Loudon made his difpofitions "^ immc- Lor.i Lou-

diately for returning to New York, where he ar-
^'''1,^','

"

rived on the 30th of Augult. Admiral Holbourn

continued, for fome time, cruinng oO'Cape Breton \
in expe6tation of an opportunity to attack tlie

French fquadron in its return to Old France, and

to carry fome of them to England. But his liopcs

^ He garrifoned HalHfax with tiiree battalions, and fciit

iwo more up the Bay of Fundy.

* On the 20th he appeared off Louifbous g, fa near r.s within

two miles, and to fee the French admiral n'>nke the fignal foi

his (hips to unmoor. At which fight the Englifli .ulniiv;!! re-

treated, and made the beft of his way to H.slhfax, Wiierc,

being reinforced with four fhips of the line, he rctMnicd to

Louifbourg : But could not draw the French out to an equal

engacement.
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