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APPENDIX.

NATHANIEL J. WYETU, AND THE TRADE OF TUB FAR
WEST.

Wk have brought Captain Bonneville to the end

of his western campaigning
;
yet we cannot close this

work without subjoining some particulars concerning

the fortunes of his contemporary, Mr. ^Vyeth ; anec-

dotes of whose enterj>rise have, occtisionally, been

interwoven in the party-colored web of our narrative.

Wyeth eflected his intention of establishing a trad-

ing post on the Portneuf, which he named Fort Hall.

Here, for the first time, the American flag was un-

furled to the breeze that sweei>s the great naked

wastes of the central wilderness. Leavinf; twelve

men here, with a sto'k of goods, to trade with the

neighboring tribes, he prosecuted his journey to the

Columbia; where he established another post, called

Fort Williams, on Wappatoo Island, at the mouth
of the Wallamut. Tiiis was to be the head factory

of his company ; whence they were to carry on their

fishing and trapping operations, and their trade with

the interior ; and where they were to receive and
di.«ipatch their annual ship.

The plan of Mr. Wyeth appears to have been well

concerted. He had observed that the Rocky Moun-
tain Fur Company, the bands of free trappers, as

well as the Indians west of the mountains, depended


