
t 111

NEWFOUNDLAND. f

of falmon,and manyother kinds of fi(h. There

is alfo great plenty of v\ild fowl, and the forefts

are ftored with deer,moofe, bears, and wolves,

in great plenty. But the great and ftaple com-

modity of this illand is cod-fi{h, which are

here larger and in greater abundance than in

any part of the world yet difcoveredjlnd great

part of the world is at prefent fupplied with this

article chiefly from hence.

There are annually employed from Great-

Britain and North America, at the loweft

computation, upwards of three hundred fail

of veffels in the fifliing bufinefs j on board of

which, and on fliore, to manufadlure the fifh,

are not lefs than 10,000 hands; fo that it is

at the fame time a very profitable branch of

trade to the merchant, a fourcc of livelihood to

fo many thoufands of poor people, and a moft

excellent nurfery to she royal navy, which is

hence fupplied with great numbers of able fea-

men. There are alfo taken, in great abun-

dance on thefe coafts, mackrel, whales, feals,

porpoifes, &c. fo that above 5000 barrels of

oil, befides a great quantity of whalebone, feal

fkins, &c, are annually exported from hence
to different parts of the world, all which may
fufHciently point out the importance of this

ifland.
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