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not pardon, as earthly judges pardon criminals, the answer
was that it is not the law which is merciful to the earthly
offender, but the magistrate. The law is an eternal prin-
ciple. The magistrate may forgive a man without exact-
ing satisfaction. The law knows no forgiveness. It can
be as little changed as an axiom of mathematics. Re-
pentance cannot undo the past. Let & man leave his sins
and live as purely as an angel all the rest of his life, his
old faults remain in the account against him, and his state
is as bad as ever it was. God’s justice once offended
knows not pity or compassion, but runs on the offender
like a lion and throws him into prison, there to lie to all
eternity unless infinite satisfaction be given to it. And
that satisfaction no son of Adam could possibly make.
This conception of Divine justice, not as a sentence of
a judge, but as the action of an eternal law, is identical
with Spinoza’s. That every act involves consequences
which cannot be separated from it, and may continue
operative to eternity, is a philosophical position which is
now generally admitted. Combined with the traditionary
notions of a future judgment and punishment in hell, the
recognition that there was a law in the case, and that the
law could not be broken, led to the frightful inference that
each individual was liable to be kept alive and tortured
through all eternity. And this, in fact, was the fate really
in store for every human creature unless some extraordi-
nary remedy could be found. Bunyan would allow no
merit to anyone. He would not have it supposed that
only the profane or grossly wicked were in danger from
the law. ‘A man,” he says, “ may be turned from a vain,
loose, open, profane conversation and sinning against the
law, to a holy, righteous, religious life, and yet be under
the same state and as sure to be damned as the others




