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Ingiht, Sir William I/>>tnii ; I'lit. rx yet, iin |H)ot. !

Ill) Ki'jifur, 11(1 crilic, of citlicr Aiufiican nr i

Kur'i|i<Mii i>'|piit.itiiiii. Alioiif. II t'Miiliii V ii^o ail ,

f'ltiiin'iit Kii'in'li writiT nii-*!'*! ii ilniild hm to
wht'tlifi' any tici'iiinii conlil lie ii Ijtcriiry I

uiiiii. Nut. iihIimmI, ti) iinswiT tlml doiilit hut
j

from II cniiiliindtidii of many chuicm, uroHo uh I

u jiolilcn cloiiil, tli:it jtifti'd Micc»'HMi(in ofjMX'tn, I

oiitii''' ami Hclioliirs, wlioso wurkH imvf plui^fii
!

tlic <«i'nnan laii>;iia);i' in Hie viinj/uanl of iviMy
i

iloiiiutiiioiit of Ininiiui tlioii^'lit. T'oity yoar^ '

aj{o ft Hrili>li (^iiarti-rly H.ivicw askol, " W'lio
!

riiulM Mil American Imok?" Irving Imd an- '

Hwcrt'il tliat loiinaj^o; ImiI roi,|i..r, I-oturfdlow,
|

Kinf'i'soii, I'rcsrolt, Hawthorne, ainl inany '

another, han niifworod the Lena tiiiimiihantlv i

ninety 'I'lio.Hc Amt-rii iris ini^ihl. in liirn, tiimit

n^< ("ilay with " Who rtiails a Ciuiadi.ui IxMik '.' '

!

I shoiihl aiiswi'i fiiinkl,\, very fow. for (.'anadirin
;

liook^ aro exceoilin^'ly Mcarct). Still wo urn not
!

entnfly (h'stitiiti; of r»'r';<li'nt writerH. ]ir. I

I.>avvMon haw given the world a work on his
j

fuvonrito Hcionco, whii-h has ustaKlishcd hin
!

nanio as an authority; ])r. Daniel VVilsonx
Hj)erul(iiionMunil rcieari'licHon I'ri •liihiorii' Man

|

liave received tli.- a|i|>i<ival of hijL'li names ; Mr.
Alpheii.s T<iild lias f.'i\en ns a masterly oritrinal !

treati.-e on I'urlianieiitary <iovernriient. which
,

will l>e retid and ijiioted wlu-revor theri' is con-

Hlitiitional >,'overnnient in the world; Mr, h'en

nings Taylor has ><iven ns an excellent series of i

Bketi.hes, on eontemi>oriiry < Ainadians ; Heavy-
|

st-ge. Siirif-'ster and Mdiiichlin aro not without
honour anion^r ]io('ts. An amiahln friend of

i

mino, Mr-. J. l^eMoinei. of (Jneboc has given to

the world many Mnjih. Lntrrs worthy "(' all

praise—fho only tlioitMij.'h!\ < 'anadian liook, in .

])oint oi siilijcct, which h.is a|ipeared of lato
'

days, and for which, I am ashamei.l to say. tho
j

author ha.-- not leceived that encovuagi ineiit

his lat"inrs ilesiM've. If lie were jiof an <.'nthu- '

sia.~t \iv. jiiight Well havobeconu;!! mis.iiithroiie.
,

(IS to native literature, at least. Another most
doscrvin^j; man in a ilitl'ercnt walk a younger

,

man. hut n man of iintiicil industry and very
j

laudaMe amhition — Mr. Henry J. Jforgan, now .

of (.Ittawa, an)iounci's a new hook of rol'erenoe,
I

the Jiibllot/hvo ('iiiia<k)i><-i.i, which I trust will

if'liay him tor tli(^ onornious lahour of tuich a !

conipilati'in. These arc. it is iriie, hut streaks

on tiic horizon, ydt even as we watch others may
aviso; lait he they more or h.'.ss. I trust every
such hook will hi! I't'ceivod 'ly our public 1o.-*h

c«^ns(aiously than is .somotinu!!- tlie ease: that
if a nati\e l)ook should lack the finish of a
foreign otif. a.-i a novicn may w(dl bo less expt-rt

than an o'll iimd. yot if the liook b(> honestly
designed, and consciontiou.sly vvorkcil up, tho
author shall lie encourngod, not only for hi.s

own .sake, h\a T r tlio sake of the better thincs
which We look iV-rwai-d to with liojiefulness. J.

make this ph'.'i on belialf of those who venture
uiion authorship among us, because I believf-

the e.\i.-^tence of a rei'ogni/.ed literary class will

bye and bye be felt a.s a state and soiual neces-

sity. '1 he books that are made elsewhere, even

in Knirlmd, m-e not alway-t the bo-<( (itted for

us : they do not alw iy> run on the s ime nient.il

guage, nor connect with our ti'aiiis of ihought:

they do not take us no nl the bye -t ige.s of

enltiv,iti"n at which we hive arrived. an<l where
We are mptied lortli as on a barren, paililess,

habitJitionle^.-. Iie.uh. They are book * of an' d her

st,'d<> of society, bearing traces of controvei-Tties,

or directed ag.iinsl errors or eviU, which for um

hardly exist, except in the jiages of tiiese exotio

books. < Ibserve. I do nut objei t to Mich l>ooks.

e>,peci;illy when truthfully WrittiMl; but it seems

to me we do mUi'h nee<i several othei' biioks.

calculated to our <>wn meridi in. and hitting

home our o\vii 'ociely, either where it is slug-

gish, or priggish. Ill' wholly defecti\e in it.»

present style of culture.

If linglish made bcoks do not moi tic(> clo.sely

with our ('oliiuid deticiciicies, still less do
Aitiei'ican national bonks. I speak not hereof
such literary universalisis as Irving, Kmi'i-son,

and Longl'ellow ; but of such .-Vnierican niv

tionalists as llawthoni"'', Mancroft. I'cownson,

|)raper. and their latter j)rose writers generally.

Witliin 'he last few years, especially since the

era of the civil war, there Ins b(>.'i) a i;riiving

desire t'> assert the nental imlependenct* of

America as against Ilngland ; to inriis<' an
American philo.sophy nf life, and philosophy of

government, into every American writing and
woi'k of art. Mr. Hancro|V,« oration on the
fleath of Mr. T.incoln \>;is an ('xamnle of this

new spirit ; and ])r. J>r.iper'8 "fivil Policy of

America" affords iinotlier illustration. It is a

natural ambition foi' them to endeavour to

.-\ineri<Mni/.e their literature more :ind more!
all nation liav.' felt tie.' .same ambition, eai'her

orlati'r; so Rome Wearied of bnn-nwing from
the (ir'.H'ks, and so (iermany revdted aci-ntury

ago, against French philosophy, [•"n-ncli I'o-

nrinces and a Frenchified drama . sii the.sce])tr<^

of mind jiassed tor a time Irom Heilin t<> Wei-
mar, anil of late nnly by annexation ha-i it gone
back to iSerlin. No one complains of this

revolution. As long as justice. ntv\ eotu'tesy,

and maginnin.ity are not sacrifieetl to an in-

tolereiit nationalism, the growth of new literary

States must la; to the increas<* f>f the universal

ld>>iary rfpubiic. i'.nt vvlu-nnationalii-m stunts

the gp'Wth, and enibitters the generous spii'it

wliieli alone ( .ui prodin e genei'ousand enduring

j

fruits of liter.'iture. then it becomes a i-urse,

; rather than a gain to the iieojile, .uiiong whom
it niav lind liuoi : and to every other people
who may have relations with such a bigoted,
one-sided nationality.

It is (juite clear t" me, that if wo are to sue-

;

eeed with our new-J)ominion, it can never be by
' uceepting ti ready-niade easy iiteralure^ which
' assumes Bostonian culture to lie tho worship of
i the future, and tin American democratic .system

to be the niani*'esily destined form of govern-
ment for all the ciyilizi'd world. ni'W as vvi/ll as

old. While one can see W(?ll enough that
mental culture nmst become more and more to

many classes what ri-ligion alone oneo was to


