
And hero I must be your organ in cxpro.-v^ing our warm and

cordial tliaiiks for ihc, outl)roak of s5Mn[)athy, tin; off'ors of assist-

ance, and tho liberal acts of sinter in'-titutions, of educational,

literary, and |X)litical ori,'Hnisatlons, inchnling the nei;,'bbouring

Province of Quebec, and of friends of Canada and lovers of letters

in the old world and the adjoinini^; Uin'on. We have been

pleasantlj' reminded that the rep'ddic of letters recof^nises no

narrow or pofitical lines of demarcation ; but that she, at nny

rate, aspires in her domain to realise " the brotherhood of man,

the federation of the world."

It became the duty of the Trustees, of the Senate, and of

Convocation at once toijrai)ple witli the serious pi-oblems involved

in the repair of our losses, and to strive to prevent any permanent

damage to our work.

It was the general voice that the exterior features of the

old pile shouM be substantially reproduced. To the best use

and necessary remodelling of the interior much time and

thought have been devoted. The aim has been to secure,

having regaixl to modei*n views and methods and to the lessons

of our own experience, the accommodation needed for (nir

existing numbers, with reasonable space for proximate devel-

opment. A general plan has been devised, so renjodeiling the

interior as to give us an increased number of lecture rooms of

various suitable sizes, with professorial rooms and needed apart-

nients for tl\e students of each sex, and the officials of the

University. This plan devotes the old Library and Museum to

the purposes of examination halls and occasional lectures, and the

space of the old Coiivocation Hail to general educational objects

such as I have described. Special care is being given to questions

of heating, lighting, and ventilation, '^ll defective in the old build-

ing, and difficult to perfect within its lines, but susceptible of

great improvement. You will miss the rich ornamentation and

elaborate carving of the interior. Economy demands this sacrifice

in order that we may bring the cost of reconstruction within the

estimate of §250,000, which is provided for by the insurance of
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