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and lias a sex, either maie or female. It immediately
begins the growth process which continues from then on
mnil adulthood.

Tlhird, ini the first week the division of the ceils
continue. Next, after 18 days the heartbeat can be
detected. At 30 days, the foundations of the brain, spinal
cord, nerves and sense organs are complete. There are
eyes, ears, a moutli, kidneys, a liver and blood circula-
tion. At 43 days brain waves can be detected. At six
weeks nerves and muscles begin working together, the
skeleton is fulîy formed but made of cartilage. Lips
become sensitive to the toucli. At seven weeks ail
internai organs are present. The stomacli produces
digestive juices, the liver manufactures red blood celîs,
the kidneys eliminate uric acid from the blood; the legs,
ankies and toes are formed.
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At eight weeks, lies of the hands develop that will
remamn as a distinctive feature throughout the entire life
of an individual. At eight and a haif weeks, the child
squints, the fingers close into a fist if the palm is
touched.

At 10 weeks the thyroid and adrenalin glands function.
At 12 weeks, the child kicks, turns his feet and curis and
fans lis toes, swallows, inhales, exhales, sucks its thumb.
From 16 to 20 weeks hair grows on the head, eyebrows
and eyeiashes appear, the child sieeps and wakes and it
can be roused from. sleep by external noises. And from.
there on, as you are well aware, it continues to grow and
to, mature.

In addition to that, the medical profession is now able
to operate on the brain and urinary tract of an unborn
child and a foetus can be kept alive in a liospital outside
the mother's womb just 26 weeks from conception. I do
flot believe that any of those facts are in dispute by
anyone, whether a scientîst or a member of this House.
No matter wliat side he be on, I have neyer heard anyone
dispute those facts. It is on that basis that I have come to
my own position, a pro-life position.

What we have before us toniglit, Bill C-43, is a büh that
lias been arrived at after an awfui lot of discussion and an
awfui lot of dehate. Mr. Speaker, you are aware as I arn
of a good deai of that debate.

For me, it began in the iast terna of Parliament. It was
one that caused an awful lot of emotion and concern

within the government caucus, it was one that was the
subject of very lengtliy debates. It was one that was
subject flot only to, very lengthy debates but very emo-
tionai debates; debates in which each and every person
on eacli and every conceivabie side of this issue put their
views very strongiy, very firmiy, very forcibly and very
passionateiy.

It was flot just within the government caucus. Certain-
iy the same process took place within cabinet, within
committees of caucus and within the caucus itself. Out of
that lias come this bill, Bill C-43.

There are certain aspects of this bill which I find
appeaiing. 'Mis bill, for instance, makes the inducing of
an abortion an offence under the Criniinal Code. It also
rejects the gestationai approach to abortion and it
recognizes iniplicitly, aithougli fot explicitly, the right to
life from conception.

The probiems that I have witli tliis bill, as many other
people have, is that unfortunately the bül's exemptions
are far wider than I want. You know and 1 know and
members of this House and the public know that the
Prime Minister lias said that in spite of their personal
views ail cabinet ministers must vote for this bill. I have
wrestled witli tliat issue very long and very liard. I spent a
good many sieepless niglits on tis issue and I want to
tell you I have flot finislied wrestling with it. I continue to
wrestle with tis issue.

1 am one wlio believes that this büh needs quite a few
amendments. Many have been suggested and I know that
if and wlien it goes to committee tliere wil be a number
of amendments put forward.

There lias been one in particular that I put forward the
last time tliis matter was debated in this House in 1988. It
lias to do witli tlie lealtli care workers and a conscience
clause for lieaitli care workers.

You may or may flot remember that in the debate of
1988 on tis subject, I indicated that I feit very strongiy
that any legisiation with respect to abortion shouid
include a conscience clause. That is a clause that wouid
deal with the question of a health care worker's con-
science. Many doctors, nurses and other liealtli care
workers firmly believe that in caring for pregnant women
they actuaily have two patients, a mother and lier unborn
dhild. Tliey do flot want to participate in a procedure to
terniinate a pregnancy because it would conflict with
their own moral behiefs and moral values.
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