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Britisal ubjects without Ihaving apent the
necessary time bare, and aithough iii some
respects Al ie neoesisary, in f raning an Act
of tis kind, te , give woenen addition-al
pc'wers over their brotihers or tiheir hue.
bande in regard to this, t.here is 'no rmaison
why, M you are -making a new Act &ant[ tak-
ing in a new cl*ass, of people, you should go
baok -te th. anomalies that have ibothered
the different provinces, and the Federal Gov-
ernmnent in regard te elections fôr many
years. Tfhe Iranchiise lias grown, and it ba-s
grown gradually, and conditions, have arisen
and Ïbeen met in various places, ibut if yen
are snsking ,a new 4et for the puapose oi
enfranciisiné a new clasé of people, ther.
je no reaaon whly yon should not exercise a
âtle common sense, and try and aae Ai

as tfairly equal -as possele. On. tlhing was
mentioned as an ýadditional advantsge given
te wvomem ov'er men Iby reason of ' h. fact
that they, wouid, b. entitled to vote as
Britishi subeL-tB if they had, sipent three
monthes in thie constituemcy. This, gets over
an absuirdity. In all the. elections that have
taken place for years tiiere has been -this
diffieulIty: liat a mnan iniglt mnove f rom
Quelbec te Manitoba, or from Ontario to
Sastkatchiewan a f ew montis before -an elec-
tion -and loe bis vote. Thousands of auch
cases have oocurred in former elections
where good Britiah4born suibeote of the
Eastern pro-vineas -have ibeen deprived of the
franchise that tiey have had for years. It
was the intention of this Act te eut ont thie
anomaly, se fat as wonien were coneerned,
and 'as soon as an. amndment is made te tie

SDominion Franchi-se Adt it will lie cut out,
I ijhink, a f ar as thle mien are concerned, oc
t.hat il lliey live t'hree monlis in a Dominion
constituency and are Britishi subjeots they
would be entitled te cast their votes.

MT. DEVLIN: The remarkB of the lion.
Minister of Customs (Mr. Sicton) confirai
me in the. opinion 'which I have held since
this Bi was introduced. Why eiould. not
the Dominion Electione Act lie se amended
as to include under the word "elec-tor" the
word '«Iemale," and tien ex-tend the. quali-
fications of an elector te the female as well
as te the rnaleP

Sir ROBERT BORDEN: That is wliat thie
Act doee.

Mr. DEVLIN: But it is a separate Adt.
We are beginning Vto have teo many Acte
dealing with the franchise. My riglit hon.
friend (Sir Robert Borden) lias made some
remarks respecting the. War-time Eleetions
Adt. I cannot eay that personally I enfféred
a great desal iv -the War-tima 1eirn et

We have in the county whicli I represent,
honest men on both sidesý Conservative as
well as Liberal, and we neyer sunfer frors
any dishonesty or disorganization in elec-
tions. Bachi tiene questions were asked
respecting the franchise, i1ý becarne neces-
sarY to tae up the. Dominion Electio»s
Act, 4he 'Soldiers Vote Adt, and the War-
tune Elections Act. In future electiesis we
will have to take up the Dominion Elections
Act, the War-ti-me Electijons Act-I hope
not the Soldiers Vote Eleotions Act, becaiise
I trust the war will be over-and thie new
Act entitled "An Act to confer the électoral
franchise on women"; whereas, the.
Dominion Elections Act conld be axnended
in a very simple way to include -these dif-
ferent provisions.

Mr,. SIFTON: The only objection to that
would lie that it would not liecome law
until the War-time Elections Act was re-
pealed, and that would deprive the women
of -th. possibility,,Im case of a by-election,
of their votes. Another objection would be
that there would be no provision for getting
thern on the list. The on'ly provision there
le 'for putting -them on the lust is in -the
Waxe-Mme Elections Act.

Mr. -COCKSHUTT: I arn in accord
generallY witli the provisions of the Bill,
and desire to congratulate the Prime Minis-
ter 'On redeeming hie promise to bring down
a Bill of this kind so early in the session.
1 think it -will be met witli lavour tlirough-
ont the Dominion Of Canada, and the
general principle has been accepted by
a large nuniber of the provinces, -thoýigl
our friends down ¶iy the sea are net moving
qnite as rspidly as Ontario and the West.
There is one muatter; which I wish te speak
about, whicli I do mot see provided for here.
Every mnaie citizen, wlio has the right' te
vote lias the chance of becoming a candidate
provided lie wifl put up $200 and get the
necessary nomination papers and s0 on. 1
do mot know wliether it is the intention of
the Prime Mini eter tlat ladies hereafter
will lie eligible candidates for thi. Dominion
Parliament or not. Whether that follows
as a enatter Of course, or whether
other special requirements will havete lie
complied with, I arn nOt quit. clear.
,Therefore, I would like thie Prime Minister
to say whether this is really enfranchising
them and putting them on an equality witli
men in ail respecte, and if it je qualifylng
them te become candidates at the next
election, or earlier, if there je any by-
elýction; or whether tliey muet be per-
rnitted hrougli some ot.her legislation to
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