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tivity : Agriculture which supplies the raw
material manufactures, which transformi
it, andi commerce, whlch distribates flie
goods.

And, first of ail, let t1s take agrictilture,
undoubtedly the primary and inos iaiport-
ant of the sources of rrodiu-t:on. l'or sev-
erai years past our farmoýrs had beenl Ibf t l
painfuiiy straighfenied circumista lices. T1iose
whose property liad so l'ar eaIdthe
bailiff's band, were latent en giving up
farms inadequate for the support of their
familles. The exports of agrlcuitur:i pro-
ducts, wlîidh in 1878 amouated f0 $18,000,000
had failen lu 1896 to $14,000,O00. Scarceiy
hiad the Liberais corne into power than affairs
took another turn ;exports of faim pro-
ducts iîîcreased, reaching in the course of
the iast fiscal year the sum of $37,000,000.

Thexi, the manufacturing industries, wiîose
rulîl bad been predicted, found a wvider ouf-
let in the home markets, wbiie their exports
rose from $9,000,000 ln 1896 to ýýIS,<JU0,000.

Internai trade was la a bad way, ias evi-
denced by the number of faiiures reporfed;
If is aiow once more sound and floiîrishing.
Transportation facilities have kyecouîe il,-
adequate for the requirements of our trade.
Shares of our large transportation con-
panies aire sold ait a premium on the stock
excnges of the world.

As a iast result, our export and import
trade wiîiciî, in 1896, aggregated $239,000,-
000, reaelîed in 1902 the figure of $423,000,-
000, an lincrease of $184,000,000 la the course
of tlîe six years of Liberal mile, whle for
the elhteen years of Conservatîve rule, the
outsi(le trade had increased by only $67,000,-
000.

Last of ail, by virtue of the principie that
thrift engenders riches and plenty, the put-
ting inito operation of all the country's re-
sources, coupled wîth good business manage-
ment, bas ýbroughf about an era of unprece-
deated -pros.perity and eaabied our Finance
Minister to announce each year a lîaadsome
surplus.

For that prosiperity, we should tbanlc Pro-
videnîce ;without its beli, our efforts woffld
have been of no avail. It is a principie
w:hich the Opposition have deepiy impressed
oit their *îinds. However, 1 fear they are
golng too far when tbey endeavour f0 shîow
that it is soiely througb Providence, inde-
pendentiy of buman effort, that these re-
salis have been achieved. They who so
often tauant fhe goverament on account of
short nîemory, forget tînt la 1877, wiîen this
country, like many others, was undergoing
a severe economic crisis, the Conservative
party tookz occasion of fhe condition of
affairs to eaul for a change of rule. 'Tbey
forget aiso, that 1897, when the present tariff
went Into force, tbey predicted thle direst
calamities as the outcome of it.

I do riot men f0 say, however, that ln
the mmnd of the Liberai party, all fhings
are ait thieir lest, and thnt if only remains
for the goverament to rest ou its inaireis.

Mr. DEMERS (St. John and Iberville).

Certailly nlot. We know tînt dormant
waters breed denth, and if is only by in-
cessant tossing that the waters of great
rivers retain their sweetness and freshiness.
Our efforts, then, slouid tend unspnringly
f0, perfect the work witlout aitering the
substance. As the ancients snid :'Motus
nif, lion mutat opus.' The changes or re-
formis whicl if wouid be desirable to briug
about are numerous.

Tue face of our western country is rapidiy
changing. It is beiag invnded by a throng
of European settiers, and-a facf wbiel
shonid 'be a matter of congratulat ion to us-
the grent aeighbourîag repubie wiiich for
so iiîanry years boasted of nnnexing us piece-
meai, is now sendiag to, our country fhou-
sands of settiers who, take over with thiien
somne capital and the 'help of their stroiig
arias.

The sudden increase la the output of favn
produets explains fhe inabiiity of railwvays
and iniaîîd navigation companies to kzeel>
up with the requirements of the trade. The
providing of new transportation facilities for
the purpose of landiing our surplus pro-
duction and af the samne time opeiiag iii)
aew. districts, Is one of the feafures of tlie
governiment's programme.

Transportation agencies lose mach of their
usefulriess if fbey do not provide the service
which 15 wanted or if they exact exorbi-
tant rates. The public wili leara witb grati-
fication that a rnilwny commission lias beeîi
constituted, whicl, if Is loped,, wili reîuovýe
ail grievances in that connection.

These transportation faclities having beeîî
provided la the pubic iiiterest siiould lie
availabie af ailI times. Labour disputes !i
connection with the operating of raiiways
are of lnterest nof oniy f0 the sînrehoiders
and employees of such raiiway companies,
but to the general pubic as weii. Ia order
that business bie flot brought to a stand-
sf111, if Is aecessary tînt tIc governmeîît
slould provide some reliable system of ari-
bitraf ion.

Tien, agala, as a member frorn the iis-
trict of Moatreal I am grntified to learn fiait
the Department of Marine and Fisheries is
to be re-orgaaized. The prescat goveraiment
las done a great deai to limprove the Mont-
reai harbour. They reniized that from the
very nature 0f things, Moatreal is Canada's
seaporf. Situafed as It is at the oufiet
of tIe great lakes, lit the innermost point
fhiat an be rencled by sca-faring vessels.
it is fie meeting place of merchants froîi
ail parts of the worId. I arn confident thc
flouse wiil be wiiiing f0 aiiow the Marine
Departmeat f0 exereise more conupiefe con-
trol over our larbour and tIc great natuirali
highway Ieadiag f0 it.

I-lowever satisfacfory fIe state of our !i-
ternai affairs. we qlouid not lose sîgît of
those internatioal questions which conicerîi
uis. The most important is, -no douîf, the
Aiaskan boundary question. When, la 1867.
Russia agreed f0 give away to fhe Unifed


