reedom from fear means the capacity to protect innocent
people caught in war zones. It means ending the use of

weapons that contribute to making conflicts more brutal
and more deadly. It means not being at the mercy of the
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B we must “put people at the centre of everything we do.
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Fundamentally, addressing the challenge of human security
requires building new international norms. By establishing
the safety of people as an essential, integral element of
global peace and security, human security is revolutionary
in its implications. It reminds us that sovereignty as a
concept has no defensible meaning unless it is grounded
in the state’s responsibility and accountability to its people.
To be sure, the development of new norms will in some
cases be controversial; however, it will be essential if the
international community is to confront new security realities
and respond in an effective and principled way.



