
Accessions to the World 
Trade Organization

Canada continues to play an active role in the WTO 
accession process. Our goals are twofold:

■ to secure more open, non-discriminatory and 
predictable access for Canadian exports of goods 
and services; and

M to achieve transparent and rules-based trade 
regimes in new markets, thus contributing to 
global economic stability and prosperity.

The WTO has 148 members, with Cambodia 
and Nepal being the most recent. The accession 
of Cambodia and Nepal, which were the first least- 
developed countries (LDCs) to join the WTO since 
1995, brings the current number of LDCs in the 
WTO to 32.

Canada is active in the accession negotiations of all 
applicants. To date, the following 28 countries are 
seeking accession: Afghanistan, Algeria, Andorra, 
Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Belarus, Bhutan, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Cape Verde, Ethiopia, Iraq, 
Kazakhstan, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, 
Lebanese Republic, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Russian 
Federation, Samoa, Saudi Arabia, Serbia and 
Montenegro, Seychelles, Sudan, Tajikistan, Tonga, 
Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Vanuatu, Vietnam and Yemen.

As well, Canada is working actively with other 
members to facilitate the accession of LDCs, recog­
nizing that WTO accession will help LDCs in their 
development efforts and transition to fully participat­
ing members of the world trading system. Canada 
endorses using the Recommendations for Facilitating 
and Accelerating the Accession of the LDCs to the 
WTO Agreement, approved by the WTO General 
Council in December 2002.

Accession negotiations take place on two parallel 
tracks: multilateral and bilateral. During the multilat­
eral negotiations, a WTO working party, composed 
of interested WTO members, examines the acceding 
country’s economic and trade regime to identify 
inconsistencies with WTO obligations and to ascer­
tain what changes are required to achieve conformity 
with WTO rules. Progress depends on those changes, 
as reflected in the transparency, accuracy and detail 
provided by the applicant in response to questions 
tabled by working party members. By participating in 
working party deliberations, Canada satisfies itself 
that the accession will bring about more predictable 
trading conditions in the applicant’s market.

In parallel with working party deliberations, WTO 
members hold bilateral market access negotiations with 
the acceding country. During the bilateral negotiations, 
Canada focuses on obtaining the reduction or elimina­
tion of tariffs and non-tariff barriers affecting access 
for goods and services that are of interest to Canadian 
exporters. Canada encourages applicants to bind their 
tariff commitments, provide non-discriminatory access, 
and join the various zero-for-zero tariff elimination 
agreements and tariff harmonization initiatives 
developed by the WTO.

Negotiating positions for accessions are developed 
interdepartmentally and in consultation with pro­
vincial and territorial governments and the private 
sector. Accession negotiations offer an important 
opportunity to resolve Canadian market access 
problems in the applicants’ markets.

Further information on the WTO accession 
process can be obtained from the WTO Web site 
( www. wto. org/english/thewto__e/acc_e/acc_e. htm).
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