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OPENING FOREIGN POLICY TO CANADIANS

O The worid used to be a more stable, predictable place. What used to take a
decade or even a generation 1o change now can change in a year. To
continue defending our interests and valuas in such a volatiie environment,
we must canstantly monitor what is happening in the waorld and the
implications far Canadians.

o This reguires systematic and ragular analysis, as welil as a two-way
axchange of information and views between the Government and Canadians
wha have an interest and involvement in varipus aspects of our international
relations. The Government believes that more open and democratic foreign
policy-making is not anly desirable in itseH, but also makes good practical
sznse because it can draw useful infarmation from the vast pool of
Canadians who are involved every day in Canada’s international relations.

2 To that end, the Governmsant is launching a process of ongoing consuttations

- and discussions with Canadians. As a stari, it will hold a National Forum on
Canada’s International Relations, designed to bring ministers and interested
Canadians involved in international activity together for discussions on major
international trends and developmenis, and how they can affect Canada’s
interests. Other forms of consultation will be fed on a reguiar basis by the
Minister of Foreign Affairs, the Minister for International Trade and the
secretaries of state for Asia-Pacific and Africa and Latin America.



