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BELIEVING that it is in the interest of all mankind to preserve the waters
surrounding the Antarctic continent for peaceful purposes only and to prevent their
becoming the scene or object of international discord;

RECOGNISING, in the light of the foregoing, that it is desirable to establish
suitable machinery for recommending, promoting, deciding upon and co-ordinating
the measures and scientific studies needed to ensure the conservation of Antarctic
marine living organisms;

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE |

I. This Convention applies to the Antarctic marine living resources of the area
south of 60° South latitude and to the Antarctic marine living resources of the area
between that latitude and the Antarctic Convergence which form part of the
Antarctic marine ecosystem.

2. Antarctic marine living resources means the populations of fin fish, molluscs,
crustaceans and all other species of living organisms, including birds, found south of
the Antarctic Convergence.

3. The Antarctic marine ecosystem means the complex of relationships of
Antarctic marine living resources with each other and with their physical
environment.

4. The Antarctic Convergence shall be deemed to be a line joining the following
points along parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude:

50°S, O°; 50°8, 30°E; 45¢S, 30°E; 45°S, 80°E; 55°S, 80°E; 55°S, 150°E:
60°S, 150°E; 60°S, 50°W: 50°8S, 50°W; 50°S, 0°.

ARTICLE I1

1. The objective of this Convention is the conservation of Antarctic marine
living resources.

2. For the purposes of this Convention, the term “conservation” includes
rational use.

3. Any harvesting and associated activities in the area to which this Convention
applies shall be conducted in accordance with the provisions of this Convention and
with the following principles of conservation:

(a) prevention of decrease in the size of any harvested population to levels
below those which ensure its stable recruitment. For this purpose its size
should not be allowed to fall below a leve] close to that which ensures the
greatest net annual increment;

(b) maintenance of the ecological relationships between harvested, dependent
and related populations of Antarctic marine living resources and the



