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(Mr. Vejvoda, Czechoslovakia)

Outer space still might seem to some of us a distant and remote sphere. 
Sut it becomes more and more obvious that what happens there, esoecially from 
the military point of view, is going to concern all of us very closely, and 
probably very soon. In a couple of weeks it will be already three years 
since the day when one major country proclaimed one form of the militarization 
of outer space as its official doctrine. From then on, year by year, huge 
financial resources and the skill of thousands of technicians were dedicated 
to that programme. As the years go by, more and more will be poured into 
this enterprise until one day it may become an unstoppable self-supporting 
machinery. Let us hope that this day will not come sooner than the 
negotiations on the non—militarization of outer soace are given a fair 
chance. Otherwise it is inconceivable that, with the orogressive 
militarization of outer space, any significant results in the cessation of the 
nuclear arms race and nuclear disarmament can be achieved.
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i-eel directly threatened by the eventual introduction into orbit of attack 
space weapons. Already now we have to face an immense threat to 
territory from a multitude of

outer space.

our
sources, including modern missiles with nuclear 

warheads stationed just a couple of kilometres from our border, 
additional source of threat were to be introduced, this time from space, with 
practicaHy no chances for defence, an explanation that these weaoons should 
allegedly play a defensive role would hardly dispel our worries, 
potential tnreat is steadily gaining more and more specific shape.
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. Reducing the new Soviet initiative, the following question 
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race in outer space. We therefore support early 
resumption of the activity of the Ad Hoc Committee on Outer Space, 
mandate, we made it clear last year that we want a committee emoowered to 
negotiate specific measures ensuring prevention of an arms race*in outer 
space. After last

As to its

year's useful exploratory work we are even more convinced
come to move forward and to speak specifically on what new 

measures could ensure that outer space remains free of the 
General Assembly resolution 40/87 calls
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for nothing less than that.


