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si Howard Do'ug6a
Il«. C. MiIsrr, D)ominion Archatig

t(Coosliwed f rouia vbriury>

W HEN in 1824, Major Getieral Sir HowiarJIDoug-las was appointed Governor of the Province of
New Brunswick and arrived at Halifax, Înd he sailed
around to St. John, where he was received with the
usual honors. At this date the population of New
Brunswick was about 74,000, al but a sprinkling be-
ing Loyalists or their descendants. The condition of
the province was quite backward. There were onI%
five roads in the entire province, ani they were alle.9-
ed ones. They were frwn Fredericton to St. An-
drews; Fredericton to Chathamn; Fredericton to St.
John; Fredericton towa rds Quebec -and St. John to-
wards Halifax.

The previous road between Fredericton and St.
John was laid out on the east sie of the river, via
Jemnseg and the Washademoak to the Petitcodi*ac,
where it joined the Westmorland Road. Both of
these roads were laid out «bout 1791. The former
was neyer completed. Both were for mrany years
mere trails witbout any bridges, the rivers being ford.
ed or crossed by ferries. In 1802, there was not ten
miles of road i the province fît for wheele>i car-
niaMecept on the lfrt bank of the St. John River,
Ohrough Suntry. The main liigl>way f rom St. John
to Westmxrland had been fenced in by a farpier at
tasnpton.

Responsible Government did not materialize un-
til twerfty-seven yeaTs later and in Sir Howard's day
the Govemor reported to and was responsible to the
Miaisters at -home, instead of thue present system pf
responsfflity to the Ministerso< the Crown, who are
in turn responsible to the assesnbly. Sir Howard,
tioerefore, posscsscd real authority whjch he used
with rare good judgement.- He first epened a high-
way between St. John and Fredericton by the Ner-
epis, greatly shortening the distance, and he worked
up inns along the route. He also promoteci the eftab-
lisftfment of agricultural societies -and encouraged the
raising of best stock lby gpgnting flYney prizes.

SIn October occurrecl the great Miramichi fire. 1It
wusa samer marked by long drought. On the 19th
of Septn*er the residence of the Governor was de-
statoyed by Otte and 'Sir Howard's personal losses were
severe*.<Qct9w~ came with mnidswnmer sultriness,
keepîng the thermomneter 86 degrees in the shade.
Tlhe fire broke out simultaneously in Fredericton and

os, the Miragnici on the 7th. The treeft i Ur
Mansion above the town were lflfat oo
the Governor saved the house. A brce
wiuich rose to a gale, carrylng smoke aWt~v
cinders. The bouse of Mr. Ring on the u*t
the town thon caught and -deq*e ctue ofets <
Howard, who constltuted bkmsel<fire chio, t*é
flagration spread. Col. McNalr wlth et j
52WJ Regiment, were posted et Jlfferréo~
him to work with the firemen Mnd pteONrî#ý
but the fire spreed until *bout elghty ol~
destroyed and many people were hoWU
titute. Fredericton caught only one rýr
b'laze; a tbousand mies"Mofcrest wv u on' ý
the same day the <ire conwnenced to svoep
cm side of the valley of the Miuai. A#,
tle only twelve buildings were saved Md, a
hundred and saxty. At Dougasbovu oIy j.D-1,
ings were lcft standig out of seveaty. Oh
ments like Barabog, Nappan, Black RIvofe,
clhanged tb a bowling vaste. About o
sixty pemsns were cither burned $4 osbi
in an effort to escape the flancs. The lm
perty was estlmated et over eiglit bundiii
dolflars. Hardly were the uhes oold, bo,8Is
ardwasontheuddce.Hedepacedl.
clha nt to Quebec to buy food md clotbg4a
sonal credkt. He issued a p'ie~p
meeting of thue people to argmnim zegeCf
cribing in letters to the Goverr GawjC>i
Secretary -ad others iappe*lsf«, hdpï Ummi
to make a persomia inspection of the nlw 4
on the Miramichi. È-ffý 'i

The presence of Sir Hovard euungt W1wors of tfis avalanche 0f ruin andbi 4I'q
inspired them wftlu new hope tnd courqt,
ranged for a vessil oad M ,supplles1b
John tnd distributed amongsttlanol
bar»rels of flour, live hundred berai ob, or ,
quantities of clothang.

Afterwards Lord Sldmouth wteoWte .
was it for the Province tht sudî ptb àIm
was on the spot.", BUI the prelse ewIIU W
Ihorities for his work wuas insignilfca*,-n *#IIàto the warmtlu of the gratitude llmofflU *P
ple he had donc so much to serve. ,m t
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