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taken place, Officers and mnen of the
local inilitia companies had been trans-
ferred to different parts cf the state and
their places had I>een takeii ly Colonial
levies Who knew flot $tephen B<>vyer;
Who, moreover, were mort, bâtter in>
mninosity to the d1---d Tories, as the '
designatedl ail those who (lare t(> ackl-
nowledge fealty to King GIeorge. AI-
ready, on one or tw'o occasions, had
master Stephen Bovver been irritated
l>y the conduct of these new arrivais,
and it was in quite a stuhborn frame of
niind that bu strode over his ]and,
iskirtýing over the water's edge as hie
walked along.

I'Tis a sad pitv,'' he grurnbled k>
himself, - that some king's ship could
niot corne înto harbor this fine rnorning.
They would, iii truth, soon niake theni-
seivee masters again." The old man
was aware that a large number of the
patriot forces had, some day8 before,
been withdrawn froin Boston to engage
in enterprises further abroad.

He had, by this tirne, reached a bill
which rose steep froni the'shore, and
enabled a wide view of the harbour to
be seen. As if in answer to lis latelv-
uttered prayer, he perceived sailing,
into the bay, a large vessel, evidently a
ship of war. In her wake, bull down
on the horizon, were two other ships.
The old mian's heart beat faster, and
he watched excitedly the leading ship.
Anxiously hie iooked for her flag, and
it was with a thriil of that pride whicl
stirs the blood of every Briton who
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gazes tipon it that hie reçognizcd the
Union Jaclz.

Meantiinie, excitetuent among the
smaii craft anchoreti ini the harhor was
observable. Several sloops had rapid-
ly shook out their sails, and glided to-
wards the town. One that boldiy
stood out to sea aiming to cross the
British ships course, was fired uipon,
but to no effect, as she kept on ber
way without stopping. By this tirne.
with inost of lier sals taken ini, the
nian-of-war biat approached as nlear
shore as was thoughit safe, and lier
anchor was dropped.

At this precise moment Stephien
Bovyer heard hirnself roughly hailed,
and he turnied around, to be confront-
ed by two perspiring inenbers of the
local militia, Who liad evidently been
xnaking haste.

"We want you to bring your oxen
and help us haul sortie cauon hither
to open fire upon that brazec shîp of
George's," said one, firmly but re-
spectfuily.

IIThen ye shall waut," snapped the
old min, -hitherto 1 have not meddied
with your politics uor have 1 been
medd;ed with, but nuo step shall 1 take
that is d isloyal to my king,"

"Lo you here, old Tory," atigrily
spoke the other soldier, we want not
to have trouble with you-we have
been told to deal lenîentlv with you
and yours, but there be those arnongst
us who will take your oxen, and treat


