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denses the drinking customs to fractions of time, forces it to speciai days,
and impels to periodical heavy drinking, instead of leaving the drinker free
to spreacl bis drinking thiniy over every day, and imperceptihly attain and
retain habits of strict moderation. I have known it to happen in British
Cities in which a Sunday liquor law existed, that the poor man, wbo would
otherwise have been content witb a glass in moderation on Sunday, laid
in a stock in seif-defence on the Saturday night, whicb. lie used before the
Monday morning, just bopcause hie bad it handy. Moderate drinkers are
tbus sometimes miade imimoderate drinkers by anwise legisiation, brouglit
about by popularity hunters, and well-mneaning but weak-minded people,
who leave buinan nature out of their count. Such is the perversity of nature
that it refuses to be put in prohibition moulds or other inventions of strait-
iaecket reforiners. A resident'of Kansas City interpolates that Kansas
CLtY, which is a democratic nion-prohibition city, permits no drinking ou
Sunlday, and on that day, the curions sighit can be witnessed of citizens of
Ka.nsas City, Missouri, going over to the Prohibition State of Kansas to
do their liquor-drinkirïg. ___

TaE Mowat Governmient are so mucli concerned for the professional
4dvanicement of Canadians that tbey have called upon a Buffailo arcbitect,

,Mr. Wie osprnndthe planning of the new Legisiative buildings.

-London Fiee press.

il the short period of its existence, THE WEEK bas establisbed for itself
auhonourable position in Canadian journalism, wbich wilI hardly be

aýff6ced by sîcli expressions as those applied to it by our correspondent,

tWe avo too inucb of the style adopted by advocates of prohibition
teaid al who presumne to criticize or dissent froin the inetbods hy which,

they hope to hiasten the coming in of the millennium. We cannot believe
thatijUE EE would willingly misrepresent any speaker for the purpose of

obtaining a cheap advautage over him.-Halifax (N.S.) CJ/ronicle.
TH'5 -vening Post publishes a letter giving some officiai statistics of

the liquor business and its effects in Maine. There is nlot a county iii the
State Which has flot places where liquor is soid openiy, and înany more
where it is sold on the sly. One of the prison inspectors, who bas travelied
ail Over thI, State repeatedly, says lie does flot believe there is a village or

tOWu berec
te"'lhr liq or cannot be obtained by any one faîniliar witb the ways
ofutdin-g it. Intemperance is said to be the cause of three-fourths of the

Atencs tojail, and the principal directions in whicb crime is on the
urase are violation~s of the liquor-law and drunkenness.-New York

SUtl 8PJouN1' MACDONALD bas won in bis long contest over the Franchise
in te Dominion Parliament. The Bill gives the right to vote te

ludans in ail the Provinces except Britisb Columbia and the North-West

Tetrieof and, as m-ost of tbem live on reserves, makes tbem merely the
tb agents appointed by the Government. Stiil more objectionable istecreation 0of a class of Ilrevising barristers " to prepare the voters' iists,

Whlo are given aimost tyrannical p0owers, whieh they may betrusted to use

~nîvote Was announced, Sir Richard Cartwright quietly remarked, "e't

12 thePut of Juiy-a fit day on which. to disfrancbise your own
eoltYne.-y y. Nation.

ý" JOIIN MACDONALD tbinks ajust settlement of the Fisheries Question,
coupled Witb a renewal of Reciprocity, is indicated by the tenor of bis corres-

Poildence witîh Mr. Bayard. It will not do for Sir John to be too confi-

iu t s ~Sone thino tore a oeement accepted by the State Depart-

and quite another to bave it accepted by Congress.Weavshi

Wicb inqilir of Mr. Bayard as to wbiat became of the reciprocity treaty
ln. George Brown niegotiated, and wbat are the chances that a

aue a ay 'lot meet the samne fate. If bie is working for both reciprocity
ah settiement of the isheries dispute, by ail means ]et him keep the two

th'1lgs separate Mr. Bayard will be for coupling them in the saine treaty.
lleProbable effect of that will be the rejection of both.-Amerîicafl.

erai golden, sword wîhich the Emaperor of iRussia bas presented to Gen-
P e nersbu and whicb bas just been completei by M. Kleiber, a St.

ildceed 1 ele is described as being a very magnificent weapofl
aîn s sa that of an oid French sword ; the blade is made of

elhu'e steel ; the scabbard as well as the but is of gold ; between the

annamet on both sides of the scabbard there are rows of jewels,
diaralt the upper end of the sword there are clusters of six or seven large

(P 8'At the lower part of the scabbard are engraved the words,

hor Valeur," aiso surrounded by precious stones. Furtber ornaments in

te gbaPc 'froses for med of jewels are set in different places. The cost of

"""di sitda 70
'i 1Rhgb liceuse system is miaking steady progress in the States. Ini

I8ý1uri high license was first applied to bars dispensing spirituous liquors,
blld' Worked go weil that tbey bave just extended its provisions to saloons

lelsiIos n Michigan prohibition proved a failradhg
Prohibitionce ten,ty-ive saloons which, were run in one town under

gaool l ine under the tax. In Ann Arbour there were seventy
ol."drprohibition in 1872, and 110w only thirty-two under license.

"""'Ietad in a single city, higb license reduced the saloons frein five

rveuueas forty-seven to two bundred and seventy-four, while the

SaloQu . miore than trebled and the decrease in the number of
Ill Ili tlr(,a0 5> thle eflecti ,,eîess of the police service. innieencts

fbrty r th niiber of saloonîs werc reduced fromn seven bnreaned
Irl ret four hbudred and sixty-eight, and the revenuesicrae

licel $89,950 o8Ufrhguise in'n o$53,000. There will probably be a inove oc il
thr lOnario when th<e farmers begin to feel the loss of revenue

rougli the OPeratioli of the Scott Act.-Mail.

523

musi.

THE new oratorio "The Three lluly Children " by Dr, Villiers Stanford,
occupies a proininent position in the magnificent programme of novelties to
be perforrned at the approacbin g Birmingham Festival. Its subject is taken
fro n the 3rd Chapter of Daniel,' witb portions of the Psalms and Apocrypha,
arranged by Canon Hudson. The first part of the oratorio is laid by the
waters of Babylon, and the second on the plains of Dura. The first chorus
is one of Jewisb woînen singing IlBy the waters of Babylon," the subJect
of wbicb. is that of the instrumentai prelude. At the close of this number
the cbaracter of the music cbanges and, gradually increasing in power, cul-
minates iii an effective chorus of Assyrian soidiers, followed by a passionate
soprano solo witb chorus, "lIf I forget thee, O Jerusalem." The entire first
part is occupied with the lamentation of tbe Israelites contrasted witlî the
defiant denuinciations of their conquerors. The opening chorus of the
second part is IlBel, great is thy naine," foilowed by a trio of Azarias,
Ananias and Misael, "lAs for the images of the heathen, tbey are but silver
and gold." The Three Holy Cbildren appear for the first timne in this
part, during whicb there is hardly any pause between the movenments. Al
the Assyrian choruses in the first part are for two tenors and two basses,
but most of those in the second are for the usuai voices. Then an instru-
mentai interlude occurs, witb voice passages repeating the words, el Bel,
great is tby naine. " The next number bas a choral'refrain, "O King, there
are certain Jews," repiied to by the King iii a solo, "Is it true, do ye flot
serve miy gods? " to which the tbree Jews answer, "Our God, wlioui we
serve is able to deliver us froin the burning fiery f urnace." A chorus in A
miînor then foilows, describing tbe anger of the king and the casting of the
Jews into the furnace. An orchestral interlude of eighteen bars leads from A
mînor to A flat major with a solo for Azarias IlBlessed art Thou, 0 Lord
God of our Fathers." The rest of the ,tory is told in several descriptive
numbers, the work concluding with a choral setting of the "lBenedicite
Omnia Oîpeîa," ciosing with a maestoso movemient to tbe words, "lFor bis
naine oniy is excellent, and bis praise above Heaven and Earth." The
oratorio is said to be the fineat and most aînbitious yet produced by Dr.
Stanford and one that will add to bis high reputation.

ITALIAN Opera is not yet quite dead. London is having a short season
of twoive niglits with Patti, Nicolini and Scaîchi. Patti bas made a new
departure, appearing in IlCarmen." For tbis short season the Diva bas
miagnanimousiy consented to receive the reduced ternis of two thousaud
dollars a niglit. No wonder that Italian Opera is moribund and witb it
the Ilstar" system.

MRi. COTSFORD DICîc's new comie opera, IlDr. D.,» is now being per-
formed at the Royalty Theatre, in London. It is drawing well, but bas
brouglit on its composer the charge of plagiarism, whicb, one critic says, if
it can be proved, will Ildeprive him of bis newly acquired laurels." This
by nu nîcans folio ws. There is plagiarism and plagiarism. No more
audacious appropriator exsits than Sir Arthur Sullivan, most of whose comie
opera airs the hearer knows bie bas "ebeard somewbere before," even if bie
cannut place them, but bis plagiarism is done so adroitly and bis artistic
sense of ftiness in the connexion of words and music go consummate,that
one is quite satisfled to accept what lie offers and ask no questions as to
whether tbey be stulen goods. Musical phrases are now, like literary ones,
fast becorning comrnon pruperty and it nmay well be doubted if it is possible
to invent a melodious phrase of eight bars which shall be entirely new.

Sosis idea of the extraordinary activîty of music in London may be
gathered from the fact that in one day's issue of the Times the announce-
ments included fourteen orchestral and military band concerts, three concerts
of chanîber string music, two choral, seven piano recitals, five organ recitals,
one violiri recital, one concertina recitai, eight matinees and miscellaneous
concerts and five operatic performances. It is doubtful if ail the contin-
ental cities united could produce sucli a daily programmne of music as can be
heard iii the metropolis of the most"I unmusicai " of countries.

.THE Buffalo German Young Men's Association have decided to erect
a building which, amongst other conveniences, will include a music bail.
That chamber will be 80 by 92 feet, with a seating capacity of 1,667 in
the auditorium, whicb us so arranged that every one can have a perfect
view of the stage, and the gallery will seat 826. The gallery is bung on a
cantilever truss. The design selected was the work of Mr. R. A. Waite,
architect of the Toronto Mail building.

HAN.DEL's oratorio "lIsrael in Egypt" and Mackenzie's "Rose of
Sharon" will be put into active rehearsal by the Toronto Philharmonic
Society eariy in September, and Mr. Torrington also hopes to commence
the practice of Gounod's new oratorio "lMors et Vita " later in the season.

ON Tuesday evening, the 7tb inst., Arthur Sullivan's oratorio, IlThe
Prodigé'al Son," xvas given at Knox Churcb, London, Ont., under the
direction of Mr. W. C. Barron, the organist. It being the first time this
work bas heen produced in London, or even in Canada. I think, its per-
formance was looked forward to witb unusual interest. The soloista were
Mrs. P. J. Watt, London; Miss Duggan, London; Mr. P..Jenkynis, Cleve-
land, and Mr. E. W. Scbuch, Toronto. The chorus-of about thirty-five
voices-sang remarkably well, especially in IlLet us Eat and Drink," IlLet
us Praise the Lord," and "6Thou, O Lord, art our Father," Miss E.
Raymond's admirable leading being of great value. The amateur lady
soloists were received witb much favour, and the lovely contralto aria,
"lLove not the world," displayed Miss Duggan's voice to advantage. Mrs.
Watt bas a very sweet soprano, but bier style is not sufficientiy broad for
oratorio singing. Mr. Jenkyns was at bis best in the tenor recitative and
aria, "lCome, ye Chiidren," which ho sang with mucb feeling and careful
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