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female suffrage, well understood lis own game. Amidst the general inat-
tention, but under cover of a cloud of vague sentiment, a very small number
of entliusiasts is sufficient to carry on the most fundamental of revolu-
tiens. In our own country we sec rccurring in evcry list of the movers,
with kaleidoscopic variations the names of two or three ladies devoted to
Woman's Riglits, of the liusband of one of them, and a fcw other gentlemen
gencrally prorninent in the championship of political and social innovation.
A littie personal whecling and a few sentimental phrases are enough to
prevail with Aldermen and members of Local Legislaturcs who like to
show their gallantry and have neyer studied any social question. It is
indced rather appalling to think to what hands subjects affectihig the vcry
dearest interests of socîety are; cntrusted. "lThe Bystander," as he lias
said before, does not close lis cyes to the possible advent of a great change.
For the advcnt from time to time of great changes, every student of history
must be prepared. It may be, as some specnlators seem to to think, that
liko the Clan, the Tribe and other primeval phases of society, the family is
110W about to pass away, or to undergo fundamental modification ; thougli
it must be owned that nothing in the Clan, the Tribe or any other primeval
institution seems s0 deeply rooted in human nature as the relations of man
to wife and of parent to child. That on whic l "The Bystander" insists
is that the sexual and domestic revolution is of all others the decpest, and
that the community cannot afford, abandoning itsclf to supine negligence
or superficial sympathy, to leave the question to he dccided by such agencies
as those which are now at work. Women are ranch mistaken if tliey
think that their interests will ultimately be less affccted than those of the
men. The man's turn for emancipating himself from irksome tics and
obligations will corne. Desertion, Mr. Dike intimates, is growing comînon
among the working mcen. Contract may, as ail publicists trained in the legal
school think, be an improvement on status, but to make it as sacred as
CJhristian wedlock has been in the eycs of man or woman is impossible.

SoArE exceptionally moral person writing in the Wfitnes8 the other day
about the Charlton Bill exerciscd the privilege of exceptionally moral per-
sons by using uncivil language. The Charlton Biii had been brought by its
framer somewhat more within the lines of conmon sense; the insuit to the
educational profession had been struck out, and the 'lBystander," not at ail
liking that class of subjects, hadl refrained on this occasion from saying
anything about the matter. The reason wliy people have opposed the
Bill was not that tliey approved seduction or wished to, commit it, as from
the tonle of the writer in the Witzess iniglit bo supposed, but that they
thouglit Mr. Charlton's remedy not the right one. To be operative,
especially on questions into whicli sentiment entera iargely, law must be
just, and it is flot just when two have sinned, to treat one alone as a
sinner. In most cases, no0 doubt, the advances are made by the man, whose
passions are the stronger ; but this cannot bc always assumed to be the
fact ; and Mr. Charlton would punish a foolish boy for falling into the arms
of an advonturess, while lie would treat the adventuress as the passive
victim of a wrong. The writer in the Wilness says that "la ribbon " is
often enougli to do tlie seducer's work. Why is a sin committed under
the wcak temptation of vanity less hcinous than a sin cominitted undor the
strong temptation of lust 't This admission shows liow dangerous it would be
practically to preach to women througli the law that they were not respon-
sible for the keeping of their own lionour. The writer in the Witness
wants it laid down as a principlo "Ithat the cliastity of a girl shaîl be pro-
tccted against fraud by the samo means and to the same oxtent as lier
chattels." Against fraud by ail means as well as against force; let drugging,
if it is ever practisod, ho punished as the worst kind of rape ; but law
cau not protect cither a woman 's cliattel or lier cliastity if she chooses of lier
own free will to give it away or barter it for a ribbon. We are ail as
convinced as tlie writer in the Wilness can be, that as pure affection is the
highlest source of liappiness, s0 impurity il the ruin of liappiness, not less
than. of cliaracter. We ahl condemn as miserable and vile thle man who
xnisieads and betrays a woman. But thore il no0 use in legisiation which
disregards sense and justice, any more than in the unmannerly effusions of
an angry pen. The remarks of Chief Justice Hagarty on the case of the
plaintiff in the seduction case of Baird v. Sweetman and on the policy of
Mr. Charlton's Bill may bie instructive to the writer in tlie Witne8s.

IT looks as if the titular and the actual throne of EngIand wero about to
become vacant altogether. Mr. Gladstone's strcngth seems to be at last

ivin- way under his immense burden of toil and care. Any amount of
parliaincntary work, and anything in the way of framing legisiation,
would be play to liim; but sucli questions as those of Ireland and Egypt
are out of lis natural range, and soreiy they must task liim. fle lias not
the oynical levity of Palmerston, who wlien lis invasion of Afghanistan

had brouglit down an avalanche of disaster and disgrace, felt not a twing6
of remorse and thouglit only of getting himself personally out of the scraPel
which lie did by coolly mutilating the despatches of Sir Alexander Burns-
Few things are more tragîc tlian this end of Mr. Gladstone's career. This
statesman, whose foreign policy has been rigliteousncss and peace, flndB
himself in lis last days drawn into a bloody war of aggrandizement which
we may be sure is not the less hateful to him because lic is but the instru-
ment of fate; while the framer of tlie Land Bill and the Arrears Bill, the
great author of the policy of conciliation for Jreland, when lie drags lis
failing frame to a country retreat for an hour of repose, is guarded bY
police against the knives of Irish Thugs. This last is, at ail events, a blaek

tribute to Mr. Gladstone's patriotism. Mr. Josephi Chamberlain needs "0
guard. Mr. Gladstono's retirement, by arrcsting the legisiation which il il'
lis hands, would at ail events give thc country a respite from politial
change and a little more time for the consideration of the Franchise Bill-
Thc advocates of extension point.to the success of universal suffrage inth
United States. In a certain sense tlicy are riglit. Thc breadtli of bas'
which enables govornment to dlaim allegiance as the complete represen&
tien of the national will, is unquestionably a great advantage, as appeared

on tliat most trying occasion wlicn the American Government appelleil

to the loyalty of tlie people in carrying the country througli a desperlt

civil war, But it mnust always be borne in mi, in the first place, thst
the masses whidh form the basis in the United Statcs are superior both if1

intelligence and diffused wealth to tliosc on whichi the polity of EnglSnd
rests ; Cand in tlie second place, that in the constitution of thc Unaiee
States, wlidh was framed in fuil view of democracy and its requirernlOfl
there arc real conservative safeguards, wliereas in thc Britishi ConstittOei'
whidli in theory and in popular conception is monardhicai, there arenoe
The American Executive is a real government, elccted in an objectiolabîe
way, liaving but an existence independent of the fluctuations of party il th"
Legisiature, and clothcd. with an actual autliority of its own which it dO
not shrînk from exerting. This is truc not only of the Fedoration but 0'
ecd State. Thc veto of the President and that of thc Govornor of esch
State is real, and lias been used in momentous cases as a check on ras 1' Or
unscrupulous legislation. There is a Federal Sonate electcd, not by P0 P0îar
suffrage, but by the State Legisiatures, conservative in its tendenCY2,1
strong in the confidence of the nation. There is a Sonate ini ecd StSe

whicli at ail events forms a real second Chainber, dividing power with the
more popular house and not unfrequently modifying its action. Thereo1
a written constitution, ciearly deflning the limits of ahl authority, legisiat1ve

as well as oxecutive, whidli is graven on the liearts of tlie people and il iu
thc keeping not of party but of a supremo court of law. There il the5
systeni of submitting ail constitutional axnondmonts to the people, a 5trong
barrior against liasty innovation, and one whici lias of late been preserîi19

more than one State from the spread of social revolution. In place of thlie0
safeguards England lias nothing but thc dead and ineffectual forms of whst
Mr. Gladstone calîs an "lAncient Tlirono. " There il no reai veto;ý there
is no written constitution ; there il no submission of constitutional alnefld,

ments to the people; the elections to the Central Legisiature are ail direct;
there is no Second Cliamber but an old feudal estate of theo realm, as dlo

as it is obsolete and weak. The only government is a committee of the
dominant party, dependent for its existence from hour to loeur on1 the
support of the majority in a legislature which is becoming cvery day'nt
factious, more split up into sections and more difficult to control.Th
Federal system itself aiso is strongly conservative in its tendencYy
mucli as it puts bounds to the spread of revolutionary movementgeh
localizes a multitude of questions, political, social and economical, whiCî5
if made national, would bring on fatal storms.

THE re-election of Mr. Marriott, aftor lis vote against theIc e"
ment, by an increased majority at Brigliton, and the election of a Cnotlse
ativo in place of a Liberal for Cambridgeshire by a majority Of
thousand, seem to show that, in constituencies widely dîfferent in dliaracter'
there is oqually a Conservative reaction. Thrce influences are rnanifestl
at work: fears for the Union, which Mr. Chiamberlain and lis section have

sliown a disposition to betray for the sake of gaining tlie Irish vote;"to

created by Mr. Cliamborlain's breathings of social war ; and impatiencet
tic domination of lis caucus, whidh is naturally suspected of serving bis pe

sonlai ends. But to these may probably bo added, in the case of Cnb'

shire, the unwillingness of the existing county constituencies to hoseI

by an extension of the suffrage. This last feeling is one which
mentary Reformers are sure to encounter, and whidli is likely to, le faItl to
them except when there is a prevailing enthusiasm sufficient to lift pl

above the motives which rnis their actions in ordinary times. 111'Se
proprietors of rotten borouglis voted for Reforni, but at that time the oPirie
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