‘298 COMPENSATIONS OF SORRGW. "

madé: strong, that ot of ‘ddrkness springs forth thie hght Jiey
A Why, theén;-should ~we :shrink’ {from". sorrovr: ' agiif it
weré-calamity 7. Why should ‘the:house of: moummgl 1.
be diis ‘the ‘house of misery and despair? We kn'o'w*ﬁ S
" that-'there: is ‘an " instinctive love of: enJoyment and eass. 5
Laughter seems pleasantest, and joy -is‘most. attmctlve.
Tt woirld . bé unnatural and hypocritical to: say that 'weé
-desiré’ ‘affliction § and -it- is right to-avoid sorrow und’ loss
‘whenever-we: can .do so'in the strict performance of. otiF::
duty.”" To court misfortune, or foolishly to incur logs, s
-would - prevent ‘the - instruction ‘which should come fromi-*;
the diseipline of life. The feeling: that we have domé '}
-our best to avert Cale,mity is needful to the efficacy of the™ "
tnal " And so it is written of- the Saviour himself,’ that ' i
he prayed « If it be possible, let this cup pass. from e 5? =2
-and ‘then added, «If. it. may . not ;pass from me ‘unless T
drink it, thy will, not mme, be done.” But, to av01d sor- -+
row by the use of- proper and just means; and to pray for ™7
our deliverance from it, is a very different thing: from that? !
dread of sorrow, that shrinking from it as if it were an
-absolute evil, which is unchristian distrust.in God. How- R
ever . stern affliction may seem in its first commg, it soom”
‘wears a reconciling face, and whispers a.benediction to-
the. behevmg heart. 'We.may feel the burden that-we - -
bear, and for a time bend under.its oppreSSive ‘wéi};ht S
but still be daily learning the infinite truth, which changes.‘ .
.earth.-to heaven, that all things work: together for the good ‘ ’.
-of those who love God. . R
- Of those who love God. Let these words be observed .
;for they contam, not only encouragement, but also- warn-;_ o
-ing. "The discipline of life is-not. compulsion, but discip-
Jine. aOnly‘».bo ‘him who asks shall it be given.: Pros-




