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SPINES ON AGRICUIURE.

The harvesting is progressing favourably. The
weatber is estremely propitious, the reaping ma-
chines bave been put in aclive operation, and a
spiendid crop is beiog gathered into (he garners.
The special correspondent to whom wo bure ¢n-
trusted the investigation of agricultural affairs, has
given us & preliminary report.

It will be seen that our correspondent has given,
fr tbe benefit of cits, a sketch of the first prinei-
ples of the science,

The first indispensable to the practice of agricul-
{ure island. Duriog the time of the flood, there~
fore, forming operations were suspended for 120
days at least, Farming without lnad is therefore
outlandish occupation. Land is cometimes called
soil, and is invariably dirty. In n siate of moist
consolidalion, it is called mud, the beloved com-
pound so carefully preserved by city fathers in the
Spriog and autumn,

The word agrjculture is derived from the name
of the Roman.General Agricola. When that nota-
ble Italian invaded Britaio, he was such a ripper for
diggiog into the affections of the aboriginal Britons,
that the latter finding they could make no impres-
sion on Lim, tursed to digging the soil and called
the science sgriculture in his ho. or, Agricola gave
{he best inelructions 1o them in the new art, nnd
being o knowing card, they called him the ace of
spades.

The mext agricultvrisis who blessed the carly
Britous wero Henroost and Horsehair, two Saxon
gonuises, the first of whom cgged them on to the

cultivation of poultry, without making them suspect

Joul play, at the same time taking care that they
should she!l out in return. This egg-cellent event
has been sef to musi¢ in the lays of the ancient
Druids.

Horse-hair imported blood mares, (the night.
mare included) which ho re-tailed to the Britons at
high prices. He introduced the Roman Circus, (no
connection with Spaldlag’s) and the young horses
which cantered therein were styled colt-revolvers:

Pigs were introduced into Britain by the Jews
in the sixth century. Sheep were brought from
Grampion Hills a by Norval's' father afier lam(b)-
ing the ¢ band of fierce barbarians” who faced the
music so badly, DMulton wag therefore in early
times 8 great Norval-ty (novelly 7).

There are eeveral sorts of ploughing; ono of
the most celebrated is “ the hoof of the ruthless in-
vader” once uged'in Polish agriculture, in be-Aoos
of the Russians. The sub-goil ploughiog was first
practiced by the mole (wben ho had completed his
work the ground wag said to be mould.) With the
free apirit of savages, the carly Britons thought
ploughing decidedly infra dig. (ia for o dig )

The earliest manure was imported frora the peat-
bogs of Ireland, Gaano consists of tho fossil egge
of the iguanodon, and the iden of applying them as
manure was first Latched by the fertile brain of the
venerable Bade,

‘When this lesson has been sufiiciently digested,,
our correspondent will give a spcand on the same
Jertile gubjeot.

S8UNNYSIDE PIC-NIC.

We had much pleasure in participatirg in the
excursion to Sunoyside in honour of Lieut. C. E.
Holiwell. Tbe dey was very favourablo—the parly
exceedingly agreeable, and the decraonstratiou wust
have been ng gratifyiog to Mr. oliwell, as it was
deserved. It was pleasing to s+e the un.nimity
wilkh whick the mewbers of the Field Battery nna
the deputation from the R. C. Rifles eotered into the
spirit of the occasion: Lieutenant Patterson was
lively and serviceable in looking nfter everybody’=
comfort; Adjutant Cull contributed to the orna-
mental and literary pleasure of the party, whilst
Li ant Joseph d ded from bis proud emi-
nepce (o mingle with the pleasures of the general
crowd, Wohave only toadd the adieus of bis com-

rades, and the good wishes of the GroMBLER on the
o

A HOME FOR FRIENDLESS GIRLS:

The ladies of Toronto have immortalized them-
selves by founding o Home for * Friendless Boys.”
Will no one found a llome for Friendless Girls?
{tis much wanted. Wlen a girl is homeless ard
friendless she is in a far worse position thau any
other human being could possibly be placed in. I
is ncedless to dwell ou the tcmptations that sur-
round her, and the fate that awaits ber if she fall:
ioto For a } 1 and friendl
girl there are but two patls, humanly epesking: to
fw'l or to dic ; which patlris most commonly chosen
i3 too well known. We throw out these suggestions
in tho hope tbat the charity of tho Jadies of Toro-
onto i3 not exbnusted, that they will extend the
samo friendly hand to those of their own sex that
they have done to friendless boys; and that a
Homo for Iriendless Girls will be established.
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A8 LONG AS THE AVENUE.

Councilman Finch called on us the other night to
frame o petition as lovg as the Avenue, and to sign
our names thereon with a crow-bar. The petition
is now lying at Mr. Fioch's, haviog been maufac-
tured by that clever fraction of 'a” man out of
the skin of the sea-serpent. The crow-bat may be
seen at Rice Lewis's. Some of the signatures hare
proved too large for the parchment already ang
have each been spread over several linea. It is for
tunate that the majority of the Council aro not
likely to sign the petition, as we should have to add
a wbale's skin to the present document, to accom-
modate the rambling pot-hooks of the municipal

fathers.
—_—

Alarming Prospeot.

——We are told that the hay crop will be
very light this year. A correspondent informs ue
hat be was told by a young lady who bas afilicted
bis cardial development “to go to grass.” la the pre-
sent dearth of the green herb he desires to bo ad-.
vised what to do. How is be to go to grass, when
there is no grass to go to?-
Mathomatical.

——Professnr Chorriman, of the Toronto

EARNEST ENTREATY,

To Ogle R. Gowan,

Sit,—\Vith the utmost horror we have read your
letter to tbe Colonist on the Avenue quisiion. Dont
write any more, li%e o good fullow, Why cant you
subgide till the Houso meets? You'll have plonty
to do to get up the batch of ubiversal reforms for
next scssion. Do not interfere with our affaire,
ncither your health nor your sanity will stand it
Above all, do pot irjure our cause by defonding if.
Your adrocacy would ruin the noblest couse in the
world. Do be quiet, there's a good fellow, and jou
will earn the eternal gratitude of

Your mortal detesters,

Caies,

&
ASTOUNDING CHEMICAL DISCOVERY,

Profe-sor Croft writes to us, that he has just made
a very impottant discovery. Ia the event of the pea
crop failing, the Icarned Profersor bas discovered
an unfailing substitute. Take a good sized pente
pudding, digest with 5 HOin a state of ebullition,
eveporate and cryetallize. The product will be a
Bne pot full of excellent peas, double the size of na-
ture. When peas arc scarce, bo gurc sud make
use of your pease pudding.
&
Ontario Literary Bociety’s Pic-Xic.

——On Taesday, the 17th ivst., the Ontario
Literary Society will give a Pic-Nic at tise popular
rendezvous, called Suonyside. Invitations have
been iesued Lo quite a large number of our citizens,
and we have little doubt that they will be readily
responded to, Mr. Webb will be the caterer for thia
occasion, and the omnibuses leaving the front of
Kuoox's church at 1 o’clock p.m., will deposit the
guests at Sunnyside in timo for a comfortable ropast,
To Birdfanciers.

~——A corrospoudent who attended the Col-.
lege Avenue Meeting the other night, inqnires what
tribe of Finches tbe clever little tailor on King
Street beloogs to. We are certaioly of opision that
tie i not & greenfinch, he haa not yet proved himself
a goldfinch, (vide speech in Avonue). Perhaps be
is & chaffinch ? o
A Pellicle. .

~—CQue of our occasional illuminators al-
luding t6 lhe opposition of a certain wortby Coun-
cilmun to the mutilation of the Avenue, atates that
the spoilers desisted from their dire designs oaly
becauss thoy were so well Pell-ted (pelted).

—_———

BUSINESS NOTICE,

¥ Tho aoason for traval for 1639 has ban now set in.
tired aod worn out cot inl devotecs seeking some
from their labours, and 10 those who koow the valuo of thelr
Doalth, and annunily reck it improvemont In travel, we wish to
commond our obliging fricud John I. 8haver. Ono of the prime
cequinites, in startiog on a tour—alter determining the piace of
do-timdi' n—is to find out tho Lest possible way of gotting thero.

2very facility tor ascertaining thia important fact ba afforded by
tho urlmnuy of the gentieman above named, and tho most un.

To those

University, writes to tell us that if the Prop
made by & certain Conncilman, to run the firat road
across the Aveneu is accedod to, other roads will

follow as a necessary Carrollary.

d ‘mny safely entrust himsell Lo his care,
a'uhﬁed et ho will bo wincly and truthifully directod, Ofice
in the Rossin Houge, whero tickots my be procured to all potnts
and cvery ‘Toformation obtained,




